Board of Psychology
Continuing Education Regulations

§ 1397.60. Definitions.

As used in this article:
(a)-Antaccreditation-ageney-means-an-organizationrecognized by-the board-which
evaluates-and-approves-each-provider-of-continuing-education evaluates and-approves
each-course-offedng -and monitors the gquality ol theapproved continting educaten

courses4

(a) "Conference” means a course consisting of multiple concurrent or sequential free-
standing presentations. Acceptable presentations must meet the requirements of section

1397.61(f).

(b) “"Continuing education” means the variety of forms o_f learning experiences, including, but
not limited to, lectures, conferences, seminars, workshops, grand rounds, in-service training
programs. video conferencing., and independen_t.learninq technologies.

(c) Aleotrse™"Course” or “presentation” “means ar] approved systematic learning
experience of at least one houréln length. "One hour shall consist of 60 minutes of actual
instruction. Courses or presentaﬂons less ?than one hour in duration shall not be approved

acceptable. Y ¢

(H(d) “Grand rounds” or “in-service training program” means a course consisting of
sequential, free-standing presentations designed to meet the internal educational needs of
the staff or members of an organization and is not marketed, advertised or promoted to

professionals outside of the organization. Appreved Acceptable presentations must meet

aH—etande;de—ef—mmppmved—eeMmmng—ed&eahen—eeupse the requirements of section
1397.61().

tg}(e) “Independent learning” means the variety of forms of organized and directed learning
experiences that occur when the instructor and the student are not in direct visual or
auditory contact. These include, but are not limited to, courses delivered via the Internet,
CD-ROM, satellite downlink, correspondence and home study. Self-initiated, independent

study programs without-an-approved-CE-sponsor that do not meet the requirements of
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section 1397.61(f) are not acceptable for continuing education. Except for qualified
individuals with a disability who apply to and are approved by the beard Board pursuant to
section 1397.62(c), independent learning can be used to meet no more than 75% (27
hours) of the continuing education requured in each renewal cycle. Independent learning
courses must meet all-sta g

requirements of section 1397.61 (f)

(f) “Provider” means an organization, institution, association, university, or other person or
entity assuming full responsibility for the course offered, whose courses are accepted for

credit pursuant to section 1397.61&(d)(1).

Note: Authority cited: Sections 2915(g) and 2930, Business and,Professions Code.

Reference: Sections 29 and 2915, Business and Professicng{_.@”’cde.‘u._

&\
§ 1397.61. Continuing Education Requirements A . N,

% )|
(a) Except as provided in section 2915(e) of the Busmess and Professions Code and
section 1397.62 of these regulations, each hcensed psychologist shall submit-with certify on
the application for license renewal pmeisa#s#aetepj—teﬁhe—beam that he or she has
completed the continuing education requirements set*forth in.section 2915 of the code
Code. A licensee who renews his or he:,,lﬁrcense for thé%fust‘%me after the initial issuance of
the license is only required to accrug inting education for the number of months that
the license was in effect, including the %ﬁnnth the'license was issued, at the rate of 1.5
hours of approved continuing education onthﬁContmumg education earned via
independent learning pur fﬂtit@%sectlon 97 60{g){e) shall be accrued at no more than
75% of the continuing education requ:red for thie first time renewal. The required hours of
continuing education m‘ay not be; accrued pncr to the effective date of the initial issuance of
the license. A licensee whcz‘g{alsnr ies or makes a material misrepresentation of fact on a
renewal appllcatroq,owho cannot verify completion of continuing education by producing
verification of tfgndance@cemflcat s, whenever requested to do so by the beard Board, is
subject to dééClpllnary actiop under section 2960 of the cede Code.

perjury to the Board'ef P chology as requested on the application for license renewal, that
he or she has obtained*raining in the subject of laws and ethics as they apply to the
practice of psychology in California. The training shall include recent changes/updates on
the laws and regulations related to the practice of psychology; recent changes/updates in
the Ethical Principles of Psychologists and Code of Conduct published by the American
Psychological Association; accepted standards of practice; and other applications of laws
and ethics as they affect the licensee's ability to practice psychology with safety to the
public. Training pursuant to this section may be obtained in one or more of the following

ways:

(b) Any person renewm;;gmeactwatmg his or her license shall certify under penalty of

(1) Formal coursework in laws and ethics taken from an accredited educational institution;
(2) Approved continuing education course in laws and ethics;

(3) Workshops in laws and ethics;
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(4) Other experience which provide direction and education in laws and ethics including,
but not limited to, grand rounds or professional association presentation.

If the licensee chooses to apply a specific continuing education course on the topic of laws
and ethics to meet the foregoing requirement, such a course must meet the content
requirements named above, must comply with section 1397.60(c) of this Article, and may be
applied to the 36 hours of approved continuing education required in Business and
Professions Code section 2915(a).

e} (c) Licensees are encouraged to parfit;ipate in periodic training in subject matter for
which the Legislature or the. bba-Fg Board finds cause, including but not limited to: geriatric
pharmacology; the charactensttcs and methods of assessment and treatment of HIV
disease; and issues ofs human cj{wersnty

@Q%—s&b&e@ﬁea&h&lkbeeeme—eﬁee%taﬂua%—%@@— The Board of Psychology

recognizes and accepts for continuing education credit courses pursuant to this section. A
licensee wﬂlearn one hour.continuing education credit for each hour of approved
instruction. One 3-unit academic quarter is egual to 10 hours of continuing education credit

and one 3-unit academic semester is equal to 15 hours of continuing education credit.
R y

(1) lhe%ea@—eéﬁs%ﬁ%gy-meeyﬂze&andﬁaeee%#e%gontinuing education eredit

courses that-are-shall be:

(A) provided by American Psychological Association (APA)_or its approved sponsors;

(B) Continuing Medical Education (CME) courses specifically applicable and pertinent to
the practice of psychology and that are accredited by the California Medical Association
(CMA) or the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME);

(B) (C) provided by the California Psychological Association, or its approved sponsors; or
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(&) (D) provided by a regionally accredited institution at a graduate level or higher, or an

ved sc s defined in Business rofessions Code Section 2914(q).
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(2) Topics and subject matter for all continuing education shall be pertinent to the practice of
psychology. Course or learning material must have a relevance or direct application to a

consumer of psychological services.

{3-Any-Heensee-whorecelves-approved-continuing-education-course-credit-hours-pursuant
to-this-section-shall submitvenfication-of course-completion and-the-participanireport
recording-fee specifiedin-section-1397.60-to-a-board recognized-accrediing-agency-

(3) No course may be taken and claimed more than once during a renewal period, nor
during any twelve (12) month period, for continuing education credit.

(4) An instructor may claim the course for his/her own credit only one time that he/she |
teaches the acceptable course during a renewal cycle, or during any twelve (12) month

period, receiving the same credit hours as the participant:

{e (e)Examination Functions.

(1) A licensee who serves the Board as. a selected partlctpant in any examination
development related function will receive one:hour of continuing education credit for each
hour served. Selected Board experts will receive one-hour of continuing education credit for
each hour attending Board sponsored Expert Training Seminars. A licensee who receives
approved continuing educationcredit as set forth in this paragraph shall maintain a record
of hours served for submission to'the Board pursuant to section 1397.61¢£h) (f)

¢a) (f) A licensee shallimaintain documentation of completion of continuing education

requirements for four (4) years following the renewal period, and shall submit verification of
completion to the Board upon request. Documentation shall contain the minimum
information for review by the Board: name of provider and evidence that provider meets the
requirements of section 1397.61(f)(1); topic and subject matter; number of hours or units:
and a syllabus or course description. The Board shall make the final determination as to
whether the continuing education submitted for credit meets the requirements of this article.

(3 (g)Failure to provide all of the information required by this section renders any application
for renewal incomplete and not eligible for renewal.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 2915(g) and 2930, Business and Professions Code.
Reference; Sections 29, 2915 and 2915.7, Business and Professions Code.
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§ 1397.62. Continuing Education Exemptions and Exceptions.

At the time of making application for renewal of a license, a psychologist may as provided in
this section request an exemption or an exception from all or part of the continuing
education requirements.

(a) The beard Board shall grant an exemption only if the psychologist verifies in writing that,
during the two year period immediately prior to the expiration date of the license, he or she:

{2} (1) Has been engaged in active military service reasonablv_p’reventinq completion of
the continuing education requirements, except that a hcensee«granted an exemption
pursuant to this section shall still be required to fulfill the laws and ethics requirement set

forth in section 1397.61(b); or L N
{3} (2) Has been prevented from completing the contmumg educat:on reqmrements for
reasons of health or other good cause which mcludes &
A :

(A) Total physical and/or mental disability of the psychoiog:st for at least one year; or

(B) Total physical and/or mental disabili ity of an lmmecﬁate 'famlly member for at least one
year where the psychologist has total responsmihty for thé care of that family member.
: ,.fP
Verification of a physical disability underﬁ(subsectlgm (a)(3) shall be by a licensed physician
and surgeon or, in the case ofasmental disability, by a licensed psychologist or a board
certified or board ehgiblg,psychlatnst \;f

(b) An exception to the r;au;igments of Bisiness and Professions Code section 2915(d)
may be granted to.lice| ed p‘sycho!oglsts who are not engaged in the direct delivery of
mental health r\nces r. whome there is an absence of available continuing education
courses rele t to their spec:ﬂcﬁarea of practice.

(1) An exceptlomgranted pursuant to this subsection means that the beard Board will
accept continuing education courses that are not appreved acceptable pursuant to sections
1397.61(d), (e), (f) pr‘@"vmed that they are directly related to the licensee's specific area of
practice and offered by recognized professional organizations. The beard Board will review
the licensee's area of practice, the subject matter of the course, and the provider on a case-
by-case basis. This exception does not mean the licensee is exempt from completing the
continuing education required by Business and Professions Code section 2915 and this

article.

(2) Licensees seeking this exception shall provide all necessary information to enable the
board Board to determine the lack of available approved continuing education and the
relevance of each course to the continuing competence of the licensee. Such a request
shall be submitted in writing and must include a clear statement as to the relevance of the
course to the practice of psychology and the following information:
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(A) Information describing, in detail, the depth and breadth of the content covered (e.g., a
course syllabus and the goals and objectives of the course), particularly as it relates to the

practice of psychology.

(B) Information that shows the course instructor's qualifications to teach the content being
taught (e.g., his or her education, training, experience, scope of practice, licenses held and
length of experience and expertise in the relevant subject matter), particularly as it relates to

the practice of psychology.

(C) Information that shows the course provider's qualifications to offer the type of course
being offered (e.g., the provider’'s background, history, experience and similar courses
previously offered by the provider), particularly as it relates to the practice of psychology.

(3) This subsection does not apply to licensees engaged in the direct delivery of mental
health services. .

(c) Psychologists requiring reasonable accommodation according to the Americans with
Disabilities Act may be granted an exemption from the on-site participation requirement and
may substitute all or part of their contmumg education reguirement with an American

Psychological Association era ditation-ageney approved independent learning
continuing education program. A quallﬂed mdrwdual with a disability must apply to the

beard Board to receive this exemptlon A

(d) Any licensee who submits a request“for an-exemption or exception which that is denied
by the beard Board shall complete any continuing education requirements within 120 days
of the notification that the request was denled

I |
Note: Authority cited: S__ectlons 2915(9g) and 2930, Business and Professions Code.
Reference: Section 2915, ‘Bgsin'ess and Professions Code.

w@%ﬁe%ewhe—me%&em%n@@dﬁ%n—%&%&seﬁeﬁh%&ub%@ﬂen
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—{(A}y-Maintain-alist-of the-names-and-addresses-of-the-persons-designated-as-responsible
for the-prowider-s-continuing-edusation courses-and-records. The accreditatien-agency shall
Wgw%@%tedm%@e&emﬁen%@%&p@#&d%a
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shallipelude-atendance rostars—sigp-ir and sign-out sheets—and completed-course
evaluationforms.

ter—Fheapproved providers-course shal be valid ferupte-one yeai foliowing-the initial
approvalprovided-a-notification-and-activityregistrationfee-is-submitted-to-the-acereditation
agenecy-atieast 30 days-in-advance foreach-time-the course s offered or presented-

(b} The approved-provider's advertlicemenis for-approved courses shallclearly-indicate the
providers-rame -course-title —course-approval-number—the-pumber-of-credit-hours—and-the
name-of the-accreditng-agency-

(- The-approved-provider shall-have-a-written policy,-avallable-upontequest which-provides

—A—refunds-in-case-of-non-atiendance

§ 1397.66. Provider Audit Requirements.

Upon written request from the-accreditation-ageney-or-the beard Board, relating to an audit
of course material, each-approved a provider shall submit such materials as are required by

the-acereditation-agency-or the beard Board.
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Note: Authority cited: Sections 2915(g) and 2930, Business and Professions Code.
Reference: Section 2915, Business and Professions Code.

§ 1397.67. Renewal After Inactive or Delinquent Status.

(a) To activate licenses which have been placed on inactive status pursuant to section 2988
of the cede Code, the licensee must submit evidence of completion of the requisite 36 hours
of qualifying continuing education courses for the two-year period prior to establishing the
license as active.

(b) For the renewal of a delinquent psychologist license within three years of the date of
expiration, the applicant for renewal shall provide documentatlon of completion of the
required hours of continuing education. 4 !

Note: Authority cited: Sections 2 ﬁ’ﬁQ(g%énd 2930, Bus‘ iness and Professions Code.
Reference: Section 2915, 2984, 2—988— and ZQBS“Busmess and Professions Code.

L o | s — ,
1307.65(b}+d)-and-{g)-

Note: Authority cited: Sections 2915(g) and 2930, Business and Professions Code.
Reference: Section 2915, Business and Professions Code.

§ 1397.69. Participant Licensee Fees.
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Thefollowing For the administration of this article, in addition to any other fees due the
Board, a $10 fees-are-established js to be paid to the Board by the-course-participant-a

licensee renewing in an active status or after inactive or delinquent status:

F39F-64{aH2HE).

Note: Authority cited: Sections 2915(g) and 2930, Business and Professions Code.
Reference: Section 2915(j), Business and Professions Code.
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§ 1397.70. Sanctions for Noncompliance.

(a) If documentation of the €E continuing education requirement is improper or inadequate,
the license becomes invalid not eligible for renewal until any deficiency is corrected, and is

sub|ect to c:|tat|on or dlsc_plme lhe—eentmaed—apaeﬂee-ef—psyehekagws—pmmmed-wh

-

- = aa =Wa = a

w&Ma—sw;enths—the—hea}seaFe%ns—mahé-fm;enewaL Contmued practlce wrthout a

valid license shall constitute grounds for appropriate dlscapilnary action pursuant to sections
148 and/or 2960 of the cede Code. {f %

(b) Misrepresentation of compliance shall constitute grounds for dlSCllenary action.
g’

V4
Note: Authority cited: Sections 2915 and 29305 Busmess and F’rofegsmns Code.
Reference: Section 2915, Business and Professmﬂns Code.
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(hi-Afiei athorough case revisw—ii-the bearg recognizedacoreditalienagency-demes
suspends—places-or-probationwith termes or-conditions-or revokes-its appioval-efa

pmrde#ﬁ—sha#g%bheaap&e&ni—er—a%éem#ﬂemne%e se&mg#e%tsw&seﬂsief—the

Note: Authorlty cited: Sectlons 2915 and 2930, Business and Professions Code.
Reference Sectlon 2915, Busmess and Professions Code.

% .
¢
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