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SUBJECT: Discuss Limitations of Exemption Period Granted Under Business and 

Professions Code Section 2910 and Welfare & Institutions Code Section 5751.2  

 

Below are the specific requirements of Section 2910 of the Business and Professions Code and 

Welfare and Institutions Code Section 5751.2 

 

Academic or Governmental Employees—Exemption 
§ 2910. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to restrict or prevent activities 
of a psychological nature on the part of persons who are salaried employees 
of accredited or approved academic institutions, public schools or governmental 
agencies, provided: 
(a) Such employees are performing such psychological activities as part of the 
duties for which they were hired; 
(b) Such employees are performing those activities solely within the jurisdiction 
or confi nes of such organizations; 
(c) Such persons do not hold themselves out to the public by any title or description 
of activities incorporating the words “psychology,” “psychological,” 
“psychologist,” “psychometry,” “psychometrics” or “psychometrist”; 
(d) Such persons do not offer their services to the public for a fee, monetary or 
otherwise; 
(e) Such persons do not provide direct health or mental health services. 
 

 

CALIFORNIA CODES 

WELFARE AND INSTITUTIONS CODE 

SECTION 5750-5772 

 

5751.2.  (a) Except as provided in this section, persons employed or 
under contract to provide mental health services pursuant to this 
part shall be subject to all applicable requirements of law regarding 
professional licensure, and no person shall be employed in local 
mental health programs pursuant to this part to provide services for 
which a license is required, unless the person possesses a valid 
license. 



   (b) Persons employed as psychologists and clinical social workers, 
while continuing in their employment in the same class as of January 
1, 1979, in the same program or facility, including those persons on 
authorized leave, but not including intermittent personnel, shall be 
exempt from the requirements of subdivision (a). 
   (c) While registered with the licensing board of jurisdiction for 
the purpose of acquiring the experience required for licensure, 
persons employed or under contract to provide mental health services 
pursuant to this part as clinical social workers, marriage and family 
therapists, or professional clinical counselors shall be exempt from 
subdivision (a). Registration shall be subject to regulations 
adopted by the appropriate licensing board. 
   (d) The requirements of subdivision (a) shall be waived by the 
State Department of Health Care Services for persons employed or 
under contract to provide mental health services pursuant to this 
part as psychologists who are gaining the experience required for 
licensure. A waiver granted under this subdivision may not exceed 
five years from the date of employment by, or contract with, a local 
mental health program for persons in the profession of psychology. 
   (e) The requirements of subdivision (a) shall be waived by the 
State Department of Health Care Services for persons who have been 
recruited for employment from outside this state as psychologists, 
clinical social workers, marriage and family therapists, or 
professional clinical counselors and whose experience is sufficient 
to gain admission to a licensing examination. A waiver granted under 
this subdivision may not exceed three years from the date of 
employment by, or contract with, a local mental health program for 
persons in these four professions who are recruited from outside this 
state. 
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