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MEMORANDUM 
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DATE June 12, 2015 

TO Board of Psychology Members 

FROM Jonathan Burke 
Administrative Services Coordinator 

SUBJECT SB 130 (Roth) Veterans: mental health. 

Background: 

- SB 130 (Roth) Veterans: mental health. 
SUMMARY: Existing law, the Veterans Housing and Homelessness Prevention Act of 2014, 
requires the California Housing Finance Agency, the Department of Housing and Community 
Development, and the Department of Veterans Affairs to establish and implement programs to 
assist veterans at risk for homelessness or experiencing temporary or chronic homelessness. 
Existing law, as added by Proposition 41 on the June 3, 2014, statewide primary election, 
authorizes the state to sell $600,000,000 in general obligation bonds to fund affordable 
multifamily housing for low-income and homeless veterans, as specified. Proposition 41 
authorizes the Legislature to amend its provisions for purposes of improving efficiency, 
effectiveness, and accountability, or for the purpose of furthering overall program costs, by a 
majority vote. 

This bill would require the California Housing Finance Agency, the Department of Housing and 
Community Development, and the Department of Veterans Affairs to establish a grant process 
to provide grants to entities that provide supportive services as part of housing programs 
established under the Veterans Housing and Homelessness Prevention Act of 2014. The bill 
would provide that implementation of this grant process would be subject to appropriation by the 
Legislature. 

LOCATION: 04/29/15 April 28 set for first hearing. Testimony taken. Further hearing to be set. 

Action Requested: 

The staff recommendation is to continue to watch SB 130 (Roth) 

Attachment A is the language of SB 130. 

www.psychology.ca.gov
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SB-130 Veterans: menta l health. (2015·2016) 

AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 16, 2015 

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE- 2015-2016 REGULAR SESSION 

SENATE BILL No. 130 

Introduced by Senator Roth 

January 22, 2015 

An act to amend Section 5600.3 of tRe Welfare and Inst1tut1ons Cede, relatin§ to mental health. 
987.005 of t he Military and Veterans Code, relating to veterans. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST 

58 130, as amended, Roth. Mental H~Veterans : mental health. 

Existing law, the Veterans Housing and Homelessness Prevention Act of 2014, requires the California Housing 
Finance Agency, the Department of Housing and Community Development, and the Department of Veterans 

Affairs to establish and implement programs to assist veterans at risk for homelessness or experiencing 

temporary or chronic homelessness. Existing law, as added by Proposition 41 on the June 3, 2014, statewide 
primary elect ion, authorizes the state to sell $600,000,000 in general obligation bonds to fund affordable 

multifamily housing for low-income and homeless veterans, as specified. Proposition 41 authorizes the 
Legislature to amend i ts provisions for purposes of improving efficiency, effectiveness, and accountability, or for 

the purpose of furthering overall program costs, by a majority vote. 

This bill would require the California Housing Finance Agency, the Department of Housing and Community 
Development, and the Department of Veterans Affairs to establish a grant process to provide grants to entities 

that provide supportive services as part of housing programs established under the Veterans Housing and 

Homelessness Preven tion Act of 2014. The bill would provide that implementatton of this grant process would 

be subject to appropriation by the Legislature. 

~g law reEjUires every COUnty t o establish a COFAmUnlty mental health serviCe. E)(ISting Ia'"' requ1res CitieS 
and counties to use specified funds to establish and maiAtaiA a local health and welfare trust fund. To the 

e)(tent resources are availasle, e)(ISting law directs that the primary goal of the use of the mental health 

account in that trust fund is to seP~e specified !30!3Uiat1ons. 

Tti1s 81!1 would rnake techn1cal, nonsusstant1ve ctianges to tMse pro·~1S1ons . 

Vote: majori ty Appropriation : no Fiscal Committee: Aeyes Loca l Program : no 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS: 

1 , l t"\1 "11 "1 l"'\ l\ 1 r"'"" ,.."'"",....,. " ""'"' 
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SECTION 1. Section 987.005 of the Military and Veterans Code is amended to read: 

987.005. (a) The departments shall establ ish and implement programs pursuant to the purposes of this article 

that focus on veterans at risk for homelessness or experiencing temporary or chronic homelessness. To the 

extent feasible, the departments shall establish and implement programs that, among other things, do the 
following: 

(1) Leverage public (federal, state, and loca l), private, and nonprofit program and fiscal resources. 

(2) Prioritize projects that combine housing and supportive services, including, but not limited to, j ob training, 

mental health and drug treatment, case management, care coordination, or physical rehabilitation. 

(3) Promote public and private partnerships. 

( 4) Foster innovative financing opportunities. 

(5) Ensure program guidelines and terms provide threshold requirements or scoring criteria, or both, to 

advance applicants with experience in combining permanent or t ransitional housing, or both, with supportive 

services for veterans, or for partnering with housing developers or service providers with experience offering 

housi ng or services to veterans. 

(b) The departments shall ensure at least SO percent of funds awarded for capital development under this 

article provide housing to veteran households with extr emely low incomes, as defined in Section 50106 of the 

Health and Safety Code . 

(1) In determining whether a potential tenant is eligible for supportive, affordable, or transitional housing 

targeted to extremely low income households under thi s provision, eligibi lity shall take into consideration all of 

a household's income sources upon initial tenancy. 

(2) At least 60 percent of units funded targeting extremely low income households shal l be supportive housing. 

(3) This section sha ll not deter the departments from funding projects serving mixed-income populat ions. 

(c) In order to implement subdivision (a) and the programs established pursuant to this article, the 

departments shall establish a grant process for purposes of funding supportive services fo r veterans, including, 

but not limited to, job training, mental health and drug t reatment, case management, care coordination, or 

physical rehabilitation. Pursuant to that grant process, the departments shall award grants to those entities that 

provide supportive services for veterans based on the efficiency and effectiveness of the supportive services 
provided. Implementation of this subdivision shall be subject to appropriation by the Legislature. 

(d) The departments may review, adopt, amend, and repeal guidelines or terms, or both, to implement this 

article. Any guidelines or terms adopted to implement this article shall not be subject to Chapter 3 .5 

(commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code. 

(e) Nothing in this article permits the departments or the board to purchase, operate, or manage properties 

except in the event of a foreclosure on a borrower or grantee. 

SEGRON !.Section 5600.3 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is amended to read: 

S600.3.To the extent resources are available, the pnmary goal of the use of funds deposited 1n the meFital 

health account of the local health and welfare trust fund should be to sep,•e the target populations Identified in 

the following categories, which shall not be construed as establishing an order of priority : 

(a)(l)Seriously emotionally d1sturbed children or adolescents. 

( 2)P:or the purposes of this part, "seriously emotionally disturbed dHidren or adolescents" means m1nors under 

the age of 18 '(ears who have a mental d1sorder as identified 1n the most recent edition of the D1agnost1c and 

Statistical ~1anual of ~1enta l Disorders, other than a primar•f substance ~;~se d1sorder or developmental disorder, 

which results 1n behavior inappropriate to the child 's age according to elEpected developmental norms. 

(3)P~embers of th1s target populat1on shall meet one or more of the followiAg criteria : 

f\/1 0/?01.:; 

https://S600.3.To
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(A)As a res~::~ It of the mental disorder, tfle etule 1\as st1bstant1al 1m13a1rment 1n at least two of tl\e fullewing areas: 

self care, school ftH'Ictiening, fafflil'( relatiensh113S, or aellity to f~::~nctien In tl'le cefflffltiAit!() ana either of the 

fellewin§ ecct1r: 

(1)TI'le cl'lild 1s at nsk of removal from 1\eme er has alread·t seen removes freffl tl'le heme. 

(ii)TI'le mental d1sorE1er ana impairfflents ~'lave been present fer Fflere tl'lan si lE mentl'ls or are likel·t te cent1nt1e 

fer mere tl'lan one year withetJt:: treatment. 

(B)TI'le cl'lild Elisplays one of the fullewln§ : psy•cl'let1c feat~::~ res, risk of Stlicide, or nsk of violence dt1e to a mental 

disorder. 

(C)TRe el'lild meets special eEI~::~cat1en eli§ib iht)' reqt11rements tinder Cl'la13ter 26.5 (commencin§ w1th Section 

7579) of Division 7 of Title 1 of the ce .. ·ernment Cos e. 

(e)(l)Adults anEI elder adults .,.,·he l'la .. ·e a serious mental disorder. 

(2)For tl'le purposes of tl'l1s 13art, ~serious mental disorder" means a mental d•serder tl'lat is severe in E!egree ana 
persistent in cJ~::~rat1en, 'Nhictl may cat1se bel'lav1eral f~::~nctionin§ wh1cl'l interferes s~::~estantiall·f with the f!Fimary 

activities of cJaily ll\·ing, anEI wl'licl'l may res~::~lt in an 1naeility to maintain stable adjtJstment and incJepencJent 

f~::~netionin§ witl'lotlt treatment, St1p13ort, ana rel'laell•tat1en for a len§ or ineefinite periecJ of time. Serietts mental 

cJiserE!ers inc l ~::~de , but are net limitee to, scl'lizef3hren1a, eipolar E!1Sorder, post traumatic stress cJ1serder, as well 

as major affective elsercJers or etker SC:'Ierely cJisaehng ffiental E!1sorelers. This section skall not ee eensttttee te 
ewclude 13ersens with a seriet:ts Fflental disorder aF\cJ a Elia§F\Osis of sttestance abttse, develof3Fflental Elisaaility, or 

etl'ler pl'l·1·sical or mental disorcJer. 

(3)~~emeers of ti'lis target J')OflttlatiOA stJall ffieet all of tl'le fullewing criteria : 

(A)TRe person !'las a mef\tal cJ1sorder as 1deRtified lA tl'le mast recent ed1t1on of tl'le D1agRostic aF\cJ Statistical 
~ ~ aRual of ~~ental Oisorelers, otAer tkan a sttastaRce ttse cJisorder or developmeRtal eisercJer e~ aeqtt ired 
trattmatic braif\ inJI:Ifl' pttrsttant to stteEii'fiSion (a) of Section 4354 ttnless tl'lat 13ersen also kas a serietls mental 

d1sorder as defines in para§raflR (2). 

(B)(i)As a rest~lt of tl:te mental disorder, tl'le f!ersef\ l'las suastant1al fttnct10nal impairments or SYI'fll'ltems, or a 

f'lSy'CAiatric l'l1story demonstrating that witAetlt treatment tl'lere IS an imminent rislc of decomj3ensatien to RaviA§ 

substantial impairffients or s·;mptems. 

(1i)Fer tl'le f3UFf30Ses of tl'lis part, "funct1onal lmf3atrment" means beJAg substantially im13aired as tl'le resttlt of a 
mental disorder in Independent li .. ·ing, social relattensl'lips, 't'Ocatienal siEills, or pl'lysical cend1tien. 

(C)As a result of a mental functional imj3a1rment and circumstances, tl'le 13erson is likely to became so Elisabled 

as to require f3ubltc assistance, seF¥iees, or entitlements 

(4)Fer the purpose of er§anizing etttreach and treatment OJ')ttens, to the eKtent rese~::~rces are a ... atlable, this 
tar§et pej3ulat1en 1neludes, but is net lim1ted to , any of tl\e follew1ng persons : 

(A)Homeless persons who are mentally ill. 

(B)Persons e•raluated by aj3pFoj3nately licensee 13ersens as requinn§ care 1n acute treatment faohties IACitldin§ 

state hospitals, acute 1Rpat1ent facilit1es , 1nstitt1tes fer mental d1sease, and cnsis residential 13Fegrams. 

(C)Persons arrested or convicted of crimes. 

(D) Persons wl'le re~t1ire act1te treatment as a result of a first eptsede of mental illness w1tl'l psychotiC features 

(5)Cahfernta veterans in neeEI of mental l'lealtl'l seF"tlees and who meet tl'le elEISttng el tgtbtltty reqt11Fements of 

th1s sect1on, shall ee pre't'ided servtces to the extent services are available to ether adults pursuant te th1s 
section. Veterans wl'le may be eli§ible for mental health ser.,.1ces threu§A the Un1ted States Department of 

Veterans Affairs sl'let1ld be aE1.,.1see of these seF¥1ces b·; tl'le ceunty and assisted 1n l1nl<1ng to tl'lese services. 

(A )~Je eli§ible veteran sl'lall ee Elenied count·; mental l'lealth ser't'tCes eased solely en l'lis or l'ler status as a 

veteran. 

(B ) Ce~::~nttes shall refer a 'reteran to tAe ceunt::y •,•eterans serv1ce effieer, tf any, to determJAe the ·~eteran's 

elt§tbtltty fer, and the a·tallabthl::y of, meRtal Aealth serv1ces preiided by the UAited States Departf!'leftHf 

Veterans Affairs or ether federal health care prov1Eier 
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(C)Count1es should cons1der contracting 'ldth eommumty based •,•eterans' serv1ces agencies, where possible;-te 

pro•tide h1gh quality, •reteran specific mental health services. 

(c)Adults or older adults who requ1re or are at nsk of requirln§ acute j3sychiatric in13atient care, residential 

treatment, or out13at1ent crisis intervention because of a mental disorder with symptoms of j3Sycflosis, 
suicidality, or ·tiolence. 

l--~~~~~~ .. l:lrief treatment as a result_ of a natural disaster or se•,•er~ local emer§enc•; . 

httn:// ature.ca.Qov/faces/hillNFlv~lient. xhtml ?hill icl=2 01 :')20 1 fiOSR 110 fi / 10/?0 1'i l eo i nfo. l eQi s l 
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