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MEMORANDUM
DATE January 22, 2016 o .
TO Psychology Licensing Committee Members
FROM Karen Johnson WUCML/L%L
Licensing Coordinator
Agenda Item 10. Review and Assessment of Current Licensing
Requirements and Recommendations for Possible Amendment
a. Proposed Amendments to Sections of the Business and Professions
SUBJECT Code: 2909, 2909.5, 2911, (Exemptions); 2913 (Psychological

Assistant); 2914 (Licensed Psychologist); 2915 (Continuing Education);

12940 & 2941 (Application and Examination Fees); 2942, 2943, & 2944

(Examination Time and Subjects); 2946 (Reciprocity and Temporary
Practice; 2947 (Appointment of Commissioners); 2948 (Issuance of
License)

Attached are the following:

Licensing staff's proposed amendments to sections 2909, 2909.5, 2911, 2913, 2914,
2915, 2940, 2941, 2942, 2943, 2944, 2946, 2947, and 2948 of the Business and
Professions Code.

Action

Review and amend the recommended changes to the statutes that effect the pathway to

licensure.
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New language effective 1/1/16
§2909. Applicability to school and public employees

This chapter shall not be construed as restricting or preventing activities of a
psychological nature or the use of the official title of the position for which they were
employed on the part of the following persons, provided those persons are performing
those activities as part of the duties for which they were employed, are performing those
activities solely within the confines of or under the jurisdiction of the organization in
which they are employed, and do not offer to render or render psychological services as
defined in Section 2903:

(a) Persons who hold a valid and current credential as a school psychologist issued by

the Commission on Teacher Credentialing.

(b) Persons who are employed in positions as psychologists or psychological assistants
by accredited or approved colleges, junior colleges. or universities, or by federal, state,
county. or municipal governmental organizations that are not primarily involved in the
provision of direct health or mental health services, may conduct research and

disseminate their research findings and scientific information.

Comment [KJ1]: Pathway review changad this

to Community collegas.



W oo N U Ww

10

12
13
14
15
16

17
18

15
20

21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

30
31
32
33
34
35

New legislation effective 1/1/16:
§2909.5.

This chapter shall not be construed as restricting or preventing activities of a psychological

“nature or the use of the official title of the position for which persons were employed on the part

of persons who meet the educational requirements of subdivision (b) of Section 2914 and who
have one year or more of the supervised professional experience referenced in subdivision (c) of
Section 2914, if they are employed by nonprofit community agencies that receive a minimum of
25 percent of their financial support from any federal, state, county, or municipal governmental
organizations for the purpose of training and providing services, provided those persons are
performing those activities as part of the duties for which they were employed, are performing
those activities solely within the confines of or under the jurisdiction of the organization in
which they are employed and do not render or offer to render psychological services, as defined
in Section 2903. Those persons shall be registered by the agency with the board at the time of
employment and shall be identified in the setting as a “registered psychologist.” Those persons
shall be exempt from this chapter for a maximum period of 30 months from the date of
registration.

(Added by Stats. 2015, Ch. 218, Sec. 2. Effective January 1, 2016.)

Suggested amendments from pathways review:
§2909.5.

(a)This chapter shall not be construed as restricting or preventing activities of a
psychological nature o the use of the official title of the poswoa ferwhich persers were

empliayed on the part of persons who are. (1) emploved by nonprofit community agencies

that receive a minimum of 25 percent of their financial support from any federal. state,

county, or municipal governmental organizations for the purpose of training and

providing services; (2) performing those activities as part of the duties for which they

were employed; (3) performing those activities solely within the confines of or under the

junsdiction of the agency in which they are employed, and (4) not rendering or offering to

render psychological services as defined in Section 2903

(b) Such persons must meet the educational requirements of subdivision (b) of Section

2914 and whka-have one year or more of the supervised professional experience
referenced in subdivision (c) of Section 2914. -if they-are employed by nonprofil
community-agensies that receive a-minmum of 25 -percent of thewfinancial suppor
from-any-federal-state—county ormuanicipal governmental organizations for the purpose

ot tranng-and previding-seprces, prowded those persens are pedorruing those

| Comment [KIZ]: should it read 2914{b) 2914 (c)
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aetivities-as-part of the daties for which-thoy were employed are pedorming-those
activities solely within the confines of or under the fursdiction of the erganization.
which-they are-employed-and do-aot-offac to-rendac or-render psychological. services as
defined in- Sestion-2903:

(c). Those persons shall be registered by the agency with the Btoard at the time of
employment and shall be identified in the setting as a “registered community
psychologist.” ‘

(d) Those persons shall be exempt from this chapter for a maximum period of 30
months from the date of registration.
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Internship—Exemption

§ 2911. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed as restricting the activities and
services of a graduate student, or psychological-intern in-psychology-pursuing a
course-ot study-leading-to-a graduate-degree-in-psychology at-an-accredited.or
approved-college oruni/ersity-and-working in-a-training-program-or a
postdostoral-trainee working-ina postdectoral plasement overseen by the
American-Psychological Asseociation-{APA}-the Assaociation-of-Psychology
Postdoctoral-and -interaship-Centers-{ARRPIC}-or-the-Galiformia-Psychology
tnternship-Councik-{CAPIG) -provided-that-these-activities and-services-constitute
apastof-his-or-her supervised-course-of study-and-thatthose-persons.are
desigrated-by-the-title“psychological intern= “_or psychological trainee,”
“postdosctoral-intern—or another title-clearyrindicating the training-status
appropratedo-his-or-herlevel-oftraining-The aforementioned-terms-shall-be
reserved forpersens-enrolled in the doctoral program leading to one of the
degrees listed in subdivision (b) of Section 2914 at an accredited or approved
college or university or in a formal postdoctoral internship. Alt must be overseen
by the American Psychoiogical Association (APA), -Association of Psychology
Postdoctoral and Internship Centers (APPIC), or California Psychology
Internship Council (CAPIC).
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B&P Section 2913 (effective 1/1/16) to be reviewed by the Policy and Advocacy
Committee at their January 6, 2016 meeting

§2913.

A person other than a licensed psychologist ray shall be supervised in accordance with
the Board's requlations, empleyed-by a licensed psychologist, or by a licensed
physician and surgeon who is board certified in psychiatry by the American Board of
Psychiatry and Neurology-by-& eliric-which-provides.-mental-health-services-under
contract-pursuantio-Section-5644-of the-Welfare-and tnstitutions-Code by -a
psychologicaleorporation-by & licensed-psychology clinic-as-defined-in-Sestion-4204-4
of-the Health-and-Safety-Code-or-by-a medical-corporation to perform fimited
psychological functions provided that all of the following apply:

(a) The person is termed a "psychological assistant."

(b) The person (1) has completed a master's degree in psychology or education with
the field of specialization in psychology or counseling psychology, or (2) has been
admitted to candidacy for a doctoral degree in psychology or education with the field of
specialization‘jn psychology or counseling psychology, after having satisfactorily
completed three or more years of postgraduate education in psychology and having
passed preliminary doctoral examinations, or (3) has completed a doctoral degree
which qualifies for licensure under Section 2914, in an accredited or approved
university, coltege, or professional school located in the United States or Canada.

(c) The person is at all times under the immediate supervision, as defined in
regulations adopted by the board, of a licensed psychologist, or board certified
psychiatrist, who shall be responsible for insuring that the extent, kind, and quality of the
psychological services he or she performs are consistent with his or her training and
experience and be responsible for his or her compliance with this chapter and
regulations duly adopted hereunder, including those provisions set forth in Section
2960.

(d) The licensed psychologist, board certified psychiatrist, contract clinic,
psychological corporation, or medical corporation, has registered the psychological
assistant with the board. The registration shall be renewed annually in accordance with
regulations adopted by the board.

No licensed psychologist may register, employ, or supervise more than three
psychological assistants at any given time unless specifically authorized to do so by the
board. No board certified psychiatrist may register, employ, or supervise more than one
psychological assistant at any given time. No contract clinic, psychological corporation,
or medical corporation may employ more than 10 assistants at any one time. No
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contract clinic may register, employ, or provide supervision for more than one
psychological assistant for each designated full-time staff psychiatrist who is qualified
and supervises the psychological assistants: No psychological assistant may provide
psychological services to the public for a fee, monetary or otheiwise, except as an
employee of a licensed psychologist, licensed physician, contract clinic, psychological
corporation, or medical corporation.

(e) The psychological assistant shall comply with regulations that the board may, from
time to time, duly adopt relating to the fulfillment of requirements in continuing
education.

(f) No person shall practice as a psychological assistant who is found by the board to
be in violation of Section 2960 and the rules and regulations duly adopted thereunder.
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Reviewed by Licensing Unit staff ana Legal Counsel in pathways meetings

§ 2913. Services by psychologica!l assistants

a) A person other than a licensed psychologist may-shall be empleyed supervised, in
accordance with the Boards requlations,

by alicensed

Psychologist of; by a licensed physician and surgeon who is board certified in
psychiatry

by the-American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology, by-a-elinie which provides meatal
health-senvices under contract pursuant to Section 5614 of the Welfare and lastitutions
GCodo, by-a psychological corperation, byalicensed psychelogy clinic as defined in
Section-1204 4 of the Health and Safety Code, orby-a-medical corporation to perform

limited psychological functions provided that all of the following apply:

(1a) The person is termed a “psychological assistant.”

(b)2 The person (1) has completed a master's degree in psychology or education with
the

field of specialization in psychology or counseling psychology, or (2) has been admitted
to candidacy for a doctoral degree in psychology or education with the field of
specialization in psychology or counseling psychology, after having satisfactorily
completed three or more years of postgraduate education in psychology and having
passed preliminary doctoral examinations, or (3) has completed a doctoral degree
which-gualifiesctos lisepsistes sinden Section 2934 diranathindiet ararpre@da

te} Fhe personis-at-all-tim esuader the imarediate supenvision-as defined.in regulations
adopted. by the Bboard. of-a-licensed-psychologist -or-board certified-psychiatrist whe
Sepeniser

shall be respensible for eirsunng thatthe extent kind 3ad quality of the psychelegical
seruses he of-she perrorms are cansisteat with his or her-trairing 3nd-experense and
be respensible-for his-or her cemplance with this-chapler-and regulations duly adopied
hereunder: including those provisions set forth 4n-Section 2860,

(3d) The licensed psyshelogist-board-carhad-psyshiatrist. sontrastelinie, psysholegical
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Comment [KJ3]: Thefollowinglanguaze in
2914. passess an earned doorate degree in(1) an
apphied area of ia psychology or (2) in education
with the field of specialization in counseling
PSYhOIORY. ed.acaticral psychology of school
| psychology . Excast as provided m subdimsion (g),
this degree or tr2ining shall be obtained from an
| accredited uniersity, college, or professional school
A docsorate degree in an applied area of
psychology & ane thatintegatas tra mrg ¥ apply
psychological pnnciples, research, and theory with
the deflivery of services o individuals, groups. or
organizations. The 8oard si:afl maks the final
determination as¢owhethes (fa dCz-22 meets the
| requirements ot this section

Comment [K34): Move to 1391.6
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corporation—or-medical corporation;psychologicat-assistant person -hasshall register ed
the psychelogical-assistant-with the

Btoard and renew .

{The registration sralt be-renewed annually in accordance with regulations

adopted by the Btoard.

Nelicensed-psychologist-may register-employ-or supernvise
more-than-three-psychological-assistants-at-any given time-unless-specifically

authorize dto-do-so-bythe-Bboard-Noe-board-certified-psychiatist-may register-employ,
oFsupervise-more than-one psychological assistant-at any given-time-No contract slinis-
psychological-corporation—or medical corporation may employ more than 10 assistants
at-any-onetime -No-contract-clinic-may-register-employ-o rprovide-supesvision-for more
than-one-psycholo gical-assistantfor.each-designated-ftull-time staff psychiatrist whois
gualified and supervses the psychological-assistants-

(be) Ne-psychelegical-assistantPsychological assistants mayshali not.

(1) -independentiy

provide psychological services

(2) receive payments, monetary or otherwise. directty from clients or patients to-the

public-for a fee-meonetaryor-othenwvise

-exceptas

an-empleyee-of-alicensed-psychologist-licensed-physician-contract elinica
psychological corporation-or-medical-corporation.

te} The psyecnological-assistant- shall comply with-regulationsthat the Bbeard-may-from
time to e duly adept relating to the fulfillmenrtof requirements-in continuing educatien

{cf) No person shall practice as a psychological assistant who is found by the Bzoard to
be in violation of Section 2960 and the rules and regulations duly adopted thereunder.
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2914. Each applicant for lice nsure shall-cemply-with-ali-ofthe following
requirements:

(a) Is not be subject to denial of licensure under Division 1.5 (commencing with
Section 475).

(b) ¢+4Ppossess an earned dodorate degree in (1)AIn an applied area of psych
ology, or (2) {B)in edusational psychelogy, of ¢o3 #-education with the field of
specialization in counseling psychologiy-er ed ucational psy chology or school
psychology. Except as provided in subdivision (g), this degree or training shall
be obtained from an accredited university, college, or professional school. A
doctorate degree in an applied area of psychology is one that integrates

training to apply psychological principles, research, and theory with the delivery
of services to individuals, groups, or organizations. The 8oard shall make the fina
[ determination as te whether- if a degree meets the requirements of this section.

_(2) No-edueationatinstitution shall- be-denied-recogrition-as-an-accredited
academic-institution solely because its program is Aot ascredited by any
professioral organization-of psychelegisis-and-nothing-ia this-chapter orin-the
administration- & -this-chapter shall-require-the registratio A with-the-board-by
eduecationalt institutions of their departments-of psychdogy or their destoral
programs-in-pisysha egy

BAn applicant for licensure trained in an educational institution outside the
United States or Canada shall de monstrate to the satisfaction of the BEoard
that he or she posses ses a doctorate degree in psycholo gy that is equivalent to
a degree earned from a regionally accredited university in the United States or
Canada. The se applicants shall provide the Beoard with a comprehe nsive
evaluation of the degree performed by a foreign credential evaluation service
that is a member of the National Association of Credential Evaluation Services
(NACES), and any other documentation the board dee ms necessary.

(c) ¢H-Hhave engaged for at least two years in supervised professional
experience (SPE)under the direction of a licensed psychologist, the specific
requirements of which shall be defined by the Broard in its regulations, or
under suitable alternative supervision as determined by the 8toard in
regulations duly adopted under this chapter, at least one year of which shall be
after being awarded the do ctorate in psychology. The supervisor shall submit
verification of the experience regured by this-subdwvision to the trainee w4
manneras prescribed by the Btoard. |f the supervising lice nsed psychologist
fails to provide verification to the trainee in a timely manner, the Buoard may
establish alternative procedures for obtaining the necessary docume ntation.
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Absent good cause, the failure of a supervising licensed psychologist to provide
the verification to the Bboard upon request shall constitute unprofessional
conduct.

(2+ The Bboard shall establish qualifications by regulation for supervising
psychologists.

(d) t*ake and pass the examination required by Section 2941 unless otherwise
exempted by the Bboard under this chapter.

(e) Show by evidence satisfactery to the beard that he.or she has completed
training-complete coursework in the detection and treatment of alcohol and
other chemical substance dependency-This requirement applies-only-to
applicants-who-matrculate or-orafter September1-, 4088 as prescribed by the
Board.

(f) (1) Show by evidence satisfactory to-the board that he or she has
cempletedcomplete coursework in spousal or partner abuse assessment,
detection, and intervention-Fhis-requirement applieste-applicants-who begana
graddatetraming dusng the period commencing or Jandary 11995 and erding
on December-31, 20603 as prescribed by the Board.

{2} An-applicant who-began graduate-training-on-orafterJanuary -+-2004.-shall
show-by-evidence-satisfactory-to-the-board-that-he-er-she-has-completed a
minimum.-of 1-5.contact-hours-of codrsewerkin-spodsal-oFpartner abuse
assessment-detection-and +atervention-strategies-including-knowlodge of
commudnity resourees-cuitural factors.-and same gender abuse dynamiss -An
applicant may request an exemption from this requirement if he or she intends
to practice in an area that does not include the direct provision of mental health
services.

(34 Coursewerk required underthis-subdivisionmay be-satisfactery-if- taken
eitherin-fulfilerent of other educational-requirements-for-heensure orina
separate.course-Fhis-requirement for-coursework-shall-be satisfied-by-and the
beard shall-aceept-ir-satistaction-of the-requirement.a-cedification-from-the
chief academic office rof the edusational +nstitution-from which the applicani
graduated thatthe required coursework-15-included within-theastitution's
required cufrculum-for graduation-

{(g) An applicant holding a doctoral degree in psychology from an approved
institution is deemed to meet the requirements of this section if both of the,
following are true:

(1) The approved institution offered a doctoral degree in psychology designed
to prepare students for a license to practice psychology and was approved by



the former Bureau for Private Postsecondary and Vocational Education on or
before July 1, 1999.

(2) The approved institution has not, since July 1, 1999, had a new location, as
described in Section 94823.5 of the Education Code.

(Amended by Stats. 2015, Gh. 529, Sec. 3. Effective January 1, 20186.)
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§2915.

(a) Except as provided in this section,-on-erafterJdanuary-4:-1996,theboard-shall
netissue-anyrenewalliconse-tnless-the-applicant-submits-proefthat-he-orshe
has-completed-ne-less-than-18-hours-of-approved-centinuing-odusationinthe
preceding-year-On-orafterJanuary-1—4987-except-asprovidedin-this-sestion;
the board shall issue renewal licenses only to those applicants who have
completed 36 hours of approved continuing edusation professional development
in the preceding two years.

(b) Each person rerewirg applying for renewal or relnstatement of his or her
license issued pursuant to this chapter shall submit certify under penalty of periury
that he or she is in compliance with this section and retain proof of compliance
with this section for submission to the board upon reguest. False statements

- submitted pursuant to this section shall be a violation of Section 2970.

-{e} A person applying for relicensure or for reinstatement te an astive license

- status shall ceHify under penalty of peijury that he er sheisin eemphaaee with
this-section:

{{1)-Fhecentinding-edusation-requirement-shall-includebut-shall-retbe
lirnited-te,-courses required pursuant to-Sestiens 26 and 28-The requirement may
include-courses-pursuant-to-Sestions-32-and-2044-4-

(12) (A) The board shall require a licensed psychologist who began graduate
study prior to January 1, 2004, to take a continuing education course during his or
her first renewal period after the operative date of this section in spousal or
partner abuse assessment, detection, and intervention strategies, including
commiunity resources, cultural factors, and same gender abuse dynamics.
Equivalent courses in spousal or partner abuse assessment, detection, and
intervention strategies taken prior to the operative date of this section or proof of
equivalent teaching or practice experience may be submitted to the board and at
its discretion, may be accepted in satisfaction of this requirement.

(B) Continuing education courses taken pursuant to this paragraph shall be
applied to the 36 hours of approved continuing edusatien professional
development required under subdivision (a).

{C)-Alisensed-psychelogistwhoseprastice-dees-rotinslude-the direet-previsien
of-mental-health-services-may-apply-to-the-beard-fer-an-exemplionfrom-the
readirements-ofthis-paragraph-

(23) Continuing education instrustion courses approved to meet the
requirements of this section shall-becompleted-withinthe-State of Califoria-or
shall be approved for eentinuing edusation credit by the-American-Psycholegical
Asseciation-erits-equivalent-as organizations approved by the board.
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(ce) The board may establish-a-pelisy-fer-exceptions grant exemptions or
extensions from the continuing edusatien professional development requirement
of this section.

{H-The-beard-may-recegnize-continding-oduscation-courses-that-have-been
appreved-by-ene-or-more-private-nenprofit-organizations-thathave-atleast40
years-experience-managingcontinuing-education-programs-forpsychelegistson
a-statewide-basis-including-butnetlimited-to:

£4)-Maintaining-and-managingrelated-reccrdsanddata.

{2)-Meonitering-and-approving-courses.

(dg) The board shall adopt regulations as necessary for implementation of this

-{h}Alisensed-psycholegist-shall-cheese-continuing-edusation-instruction-that-is

.".related-toAhe assessmentdiagnesis,and-intervention-for theclient pepulatien

beingsented-orto-the fields

- ohpsyechelogyin-which-the-psychelegist-intends-te-provide.services that-may
.inelude-new-theeoretical-appreashes;-rosoarshr-and-applied-techriques-Gontinding

-edusationinstrustion-shalHincluderequired-courses-spesified insubdivision-td)-

-« {i}A-psycholagist-shall-net-practice-cutside-his-orherparioularfigld-orfields-of
eompetonce as established by his er her educationtraining-centinuing eduscatien,-
and-experiensces

..- (e}) The administration of this section may be funded through professional

license feesarid continuing education provider and course approval fees, or both.

~The fees related to the administration of this section shall not exceed the costs of

administering the corresponding provisions of this section.

(fr} Continuing eduseatien professional development credit may be approved for
those licensees who serve as commissioners-or-any-examination-pursuantie
Section-2047-subjost-to-limitations-established-bythe-board selected participants
in any examination development or enforcement-related function for the board.

{}-This-section-shall-become-operative-on-January-4,2004.
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§ 2940. Application and fee

Each person desiring to obtain a lice nse from the Bsoard shall make application to the
Bboard. The application shall be made-upen-a-form-and shall-be-madesubmitted in a
manner prescribed byas the Bboard preseribes-in regulations duly adopted under this
chapter.

The application shali be accompanied by the application fee prescribed by Section
298745. This fee shall not be refunded by the Bsoard.

§ 2941. Examination and fee

E ach applicant for a psychology license shall be examined by the Bboard, and shall pay
tothe board—atleast 30-dayspriorto-the date-of examination; the examination fee
prescribed by Section 2987, which fee shal not be refunded by the Bboard.

§ 2942. Time for examinations; Passing grades

The bBoard may examine by written or computer-assisted examination or by bath. Al
aspects of the examination shall be in compliance with Section 139. The examination
shall be available for ad ministration at least twice a year at the time and place and
under supervision as the Bboard may determine. The passing grades for the
examinations shall be established by the Beoard in regutations and shall be based on
psychometrically sound principles of establishing minimum qualifications and levels of
competencyi

Examinations for a psychologist's license may be conducted by the Bboard under a
uniform examination system, and for that purpose the Bboard may make arrange ments
with organizations furnishing examination material as may inits discretion be desirable.

§ 2943. Examination subjects

The Bsoard may examine for know ledge in whatever theoretical or applied fields in
psychology as it deems appropriate. It may examine the candid ate with regard to his or
her professional skills and his or her judgment in the utilization of psychologica
techniques and methods.

§ 2944 Written-e xaminations

The board shall-grade the writier examination and keep the writer-examinationpapers
foratleast-one year-unless a uniforrrexamination is condusted-pursuant to Section
2942

L Comment [D5]: Work on new wording.
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| §2946. Reciprocitylicenses;-Temporary practice by out-of-state licensees;
Waiver of examination requirement

| The Bboard shall grant a license to any person who passes the Bboard's supplemental
lcensing examination and, at the time of application, has been licensed for at least five
years by a psychology licensing authority in another state or territory of the United
States_or Canadian province if the requirements for obtaining a certificate or license to
practice psychology in that state, territory or province were substantially equivalent to
the requirements of this chapter. A psychologist certified or licensed in another state,
territory or province and who has made application to the Bboard for a license in this
state may perform activities and services of a psyc hological nature without a valid
California license for a period not to exceed 180 calendar days from the time of
submitting his or her application or from the commencement of residency in this state,
whichever first occurs.

The Bboard at its discretion may waive the examinations, when in the judgment of the
Bboard the applicant has already demonstrated competence in areas covered by the
examinations. The Board at its discretion may waive the examinations for diplomatesof
the American Board of Professional Psyc hologyi

Public-commissioners-may examine and evaluate candidates A areas of krowledge
such-asthelaw-ethics-and-aware ress-of commu Aity. resources.

§ 2948. Issuance of license

The Bboard shall issue a license to all applicants who meet the requirements of this
chapter and who pay to the Bboard the initial license fee provided in Section 2987.
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§ 2947 -Appoeintment ol commissioners on-examinaton
Qualifications

The board-may appeint-qualified-persons-to-give-the-whole orany perion-of
any-examination provided for in-this-chapter, whe shallbe desigrated-as
commi ssioners-on-examination-A commissioner on-examination need-net
be amemberofthe-beard-but-he-orsheshallhave-the same-gualifications
as-a memberofthe-board-including-those-set-forth-in-Chapterb
{commensing with-Section 4560}-0fDivisiond-The board-may alse appeint
eccasional-prefessionatl-commissioners-forshort-term-specified-perieds-to
assistinits ronpslicy worklead

Publs commissioners-may examine and evaluate-candidates +a areas ef
knewledge sush-as the law, ethics. and awareness of community
FOSOHFGES
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