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ISSUE MEMORANDUM 

·-,--------------

DATE February 10, 2016 
------- ·----

TO Board of Psychology Members 

FROM on Glassp~ie;;:g;;;e:IJ _____ _ 

Central Services Coordinator. 
Agenda Item #12 c)- Proposed Legislative Revisions to the Business 

SUBJECT 
and Professions Code 

Background: 

Agenda item materials include proposed legislative amendments, adoptions and 
deletions for your review and consideration, as follows: 

1) Section 2913: Services by Psychological Assistants 

2) Section 2915: Continuing Education Requirements: Practice Outside Field of 

Competence 

3) Section 2934.1: Internet Information 

4) Section 2947: Appointment of Commissioners on Examination; Qualifications 

5) Section 2988.5: Retired License Status 

Action Requested: 

Approval of the amended language as drafted. 
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1 §2913. Services by psychological assistants 
2 A person other than a lioensod psyoholo§ist may be registered as a psychological 
3 assistant to perform psychological functions in order to prepare for licensure as a 
4 psychologist under all of the following conditions: elllployod by a lioonsed psysholo@ist; 
5 by a lioensed physioian and s~o~rgeon •Nh-o is board sertified in psyohiatry by the 
6 /\lllerioan Board of Psyohiatry and No~o~rology, by a olin is whish provides lllental health 
7 sorvioes llnder oontraot p~o~rs~o~ant to Seotion 5914 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, 
8 by a psyohologioal sorporation, by a licensed psyohology olin is as defined in Seotion 
9 1204.1 of the l=lealth and Safety Code, or by a llledioal oorporation to perforlll lilllited 

10 psyshologioal f~o~notions provided that all of U10 following aPf'l!-y; 
11 ta1-The person is torllled a "psyohologioal assistant." 
12 fb1@1 The psychological assistant person (1) has completed a master's degree in 
13 psychology or education with the field of specialization in psychology or counseling 
14 psychology, or (2) has been admitted to candidacy for a doctoral degree in psychology 
15 or education with the field of specialization in psychology or counseling psychology, 
16 after having satisfactorily completed three or more years of postgraduate education in 
17 psychology and having passed preliminary doctoral examinations, or (3) has completed 
18 a doctoral degree whiffi that qualifies for licensure under Section 2914, in an aooredited 
19 or approved ~o~niversity, sollege, or professional sshoollooated in tho United States or 
20 Canada. 
21 (o.Q) The Qsychological assistant f3eFSOH-is at all times under the immediate 
22 supervision, as defined in regulations adopted by the board, of a licensed psychologist, 
23 or a licensed physician and surgeon who is board certified in psychiatry by the 
24 American Board of Psychiatrv and Neurology, who shall be responsible for iflstlfiR§' 
25 ensuring that the extent, kind, and quality of the psychological services he or she the 
26 Qsycholoqical assistant performs are consistent with l:!is or her the psychological 
27 assistant's training and experience and be responsible for his or her the psycholo_gical 
28 assistant's compliance with this chapter and regulations d~o~ly adopted her-e~o~nder, 
29 iflollolding those provisions set forth in Sootion 2990. 
30 (tl,g)ill The psychological assistant lioensed psyoA01ogist, board oertified psyohiatrist, 
31 oontraot olinie, psyehologioal eorf3oration, or-rnedieal sorf3oration, has shall be registered 
32 the psyshologioal assistant with .Qy the board. The registration shall be renewed 
33 annually in accordance with regulations adopted by the board. 
34 (2) No licensed psychologist may register, elllf3loy, or supervise more than three 
35 psychological assistants at any given time ~o~nless Sf3eoifioally a~o~thorized to do so by-tHe 
36 boafd. ~Jo board eertifiod psyshiatrist lllay register, elllploy, or s~o~pervise lllore than one 
37 psyohologioal assistant at any given tillle. ~Jo oontrast olinio, psyshologioal eorporation, 
38 or llledioal oor13oration lllay elllploy lllore than 10 assistants at any one tillle. ~Jo 
39 sontraot olin is lllay register, elllploy, or provide s~o~pervision for lllore than one 
40 f3Syohologioal assistant for eaoh designated full tillle staff f3Syohiatrist who is qualified 
41 and supervises tho f>Syehologioal assistants. No psychological assistant may provide 
42 psychological services to the public except as an elllployoe a supervisee as provided in 
43 this section.of a lioensod psyshologist, lioensed phy&ioian. oontraot olin is, psyshologioal 
44 oorporation, or llledioal oorporatimh 
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1 (e.Q) The psychological assistant shall comply with regulations that the board may, 
2 from time to time, duly adopt relating to the fulfillment of requirements in continuing 
3 education. 
4 ~No person shall praetiee as a psyeholo§ieal assistant who is fmmd ey the eoard to 
5 ee in violation of aeetion 2960 and the r~,Jies and reg~,Jiations d~,Jiy adopted thereunder. 
6 
7 
8 §2915. Continuing education requirements; Practice outside fields of competence 
9 (a) Except as provided in this section, on or after Jan~,Jary 1, 1996, the board shall not 

10 ~ense ~,Jnless the applieant suernits proof that he or she has 
11 eornploted no less than 18 ho~,Jrs of approved eontinuing ed~,Jeation in the preeeding 
12 year. On or after Jan~,Jary 1, 1997, exeept as pro'Jided in this seetion, the board shall 
13 issue renewal licenses only to those applicants who have completed 36 hours of 
14 approved continuing ed~,Jeation professional development in the preceding two years. 
15 {b) Each person renewing applying for renewal or reinstatement of his or her license 
16 issued pursuant to this chapter shall suernit certify under penalty of perjurv that he or 
17 she is in compliance with this section and shall retain proof of compliance with this 
18 section for submission to the board upon request. False statements submitted pursuant 
19 to this section shall be a violation of Section 2970. 
20 {e) 1\ person applying for relieensure or for reinstaternont to an aotive lieenso stat~,Js 
21 shall eertify ~,Jndor penalty of perj~,Jry that he or she is in eornplianse with this seetion. 
22 (d) (1) The oontin~,Jing ed~,Jeation reEtuimrnent shall inei~,JdO, eut shall not ee lirnitod to, 
23 courses reEt~,Jired p~,Jrsuant to aeetions 25 and 28. The rOEt~,Jirernent rnay inei~,Jde oo~,Jrsos 
24 p~,JFS~,Jant to aeetions ;)2 and 2914.1. 
25 (12) (A) The board shall require a licensed psychologist who began graduate study 
26 prior to January 1, 2004, to take a continuing education course during his or her first 
27 renewal period after the operative date of this section in spousal or partner abuse 
28 assessment, detection, and intervention strategies, including community resources, 
29 cultural factors, and same gender abuse dynamics. Equivalent courses in spousal or 
30 partner abuse assessment, detection, and intervention strategies taken prior to the 
31 operative date of this section or proof of equivalent teaching or practice experience may 
32 be submitted to the board and at its discretion, may be accepted in satisfaction of this 
33 requirement. 
34 (B) Continuing education courses taken pursuant to this paragraph shall be applied to 
35 the 36 hours of approved continuing ed~,Jcation professional development required 
36 under subdivision (a). 
37 (C) A licensed psychologist whose practice does not inci~,Jdo tho diroot provision of 
38 rnental health services rnay apply to the eoard for an exernption frorn tho req~,Jirernents 
39 of this paragraph. 
40 (f.~) Continuing education instr~,Jction courses approved to meet the requirements of 
41 this section shall be cornpleted within the alate of California, or shall be approved for 
42 continuing education credit by the 1\rnerican Psyohological Association or its eEt~,Jivalent 
43 as organizations approved by the board. 
44 (g_e) The board may estaelish a policy for exceptions grant exemptions or extensions 
45 from the continuing ed~,Jcation professional development requirement of this section. 
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1 (f) Tho board may rooognizo eontinuing oduoation ooursos that have boon a13provod 
2 by one or more 13rivato nonj3rofit organizations that have at least 10 years' oxj3erionoo 
3 managing oontinuing oduoation 13rograms for j3syohologists on a statewide basis, 
4 ·inoluding, but not limited to: 
5 (1) Maintaining and managing related rooords and data. 
6 (2) Monitoring and aj3j3roving GOUrsos. 
7 (Qg) The board shall adopt regulations as necessary for implementation of this 
8 section. 
9 (h) /\ lioensod j3Syohologist shall ohoose oontinuing eduoation instruotion that is 

10 related to tho assessment, diagnosis, and intervention for the olient population being 
11 served or to tho fields 
12 of psyohology in whioh tho psyohologist intends to 13rovide sorvioos, that may inolude 
13 no•.v theoretioal a13woaohos, resoaroh, and ap13liod teohRiElues. CoRtiRUiRg odt~oatioR 
14 instruotion shall iRolude roEluirod ooursos Sj30oifiod in subdivisioR (d). 
15 (i) A 13syohologist shall not 13raotioe outside his or her 13artioular field or fields of 
16 oompetonoo as estalalished by his or her oduoation, training, oontinuing odueation, and 
17 ex13orienoe. 
18 (ill) The administration of this section may be funded through professional license fees 
19 and continuing education provider and course approval fees, or both. The fees related 
20 to the administration of this section shall not exceed the costs of administering the 
21 corresponding provisions of this section. 
22 (fj~) Continuing e4uoation professional development credit may be approved for those 
23 licensees who serve as oommissioners on any examiRation pursuant to aeolian 2947, 
24 subjeot to limitations established by the board selected participants in any examination 
25 development or enforcement-related function for the board. 
26 fl.)-This seotion shalllaooome operative on daRuary 1, 2004. 
27 
28 
29 §2934.1 
30 Website Information on Psychologists 
31 (a) The board may post on its website the following information on the current status of 
32 the license for all current and former licensees: 
33 (1) Whether or not the licensee has any record of a disciplinary action. 
34 (2) Any of the following enforcement actions or proceedings against the licensee: 
35 (A) Temporary restraining orders. 
36 (B) Interim suspension orders. 
37 (C) Revocations. suspensions. probations, or limitations on practice ordered by the 
38 board or by a court with jurisdiction in the State, including those made part of a 
39 probationary order. cease practice order. or stipulated agreement. 
40 (D) Accusations filed by the board. including those accusations that are on appeal, 
41 excluding ones that have been dismissed or withdrawn where the action is no longer 
42 pending. 
43 (E) Citations issued by the board. Unless withdrawn. citations shall be posted for five 
44 (5) years from the date of issuance. 
45 (b) The board may also post on its website all of the following historical information in 
46 its possession. custody, or control regarding all current and former licensees: 
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1 (1 l Institutions that awarded the qualifying educational degree and type of degree 
2 awarded. 
3 (2) A link to the licensee's professional website. 
4 (c) The board may also post other information designated by the board in regulation. 
5 
6 
7 §2947. Appointment ef semmissieners en examinations; QyaJifisatiens 
8 The board may appoint qualified persons to give tho whole or any portion of any 
9 examination provided for in this shaptor, who shall be designated as sommissionors on 

10 examination. A sommissionor on examination need not be a member of tho board but 
11 he or she shall have tho same qualifisations as a member of tho board, insluding those 
12 set forth in Chapter 6 (sommensing with aeolian 450) of Division 1. Tho board may also 
13 appoint ossasional professional sam missioners for short term sposified periods to assist 
14 in its nonpolisy worl~load. 
15 Publis semmissioners may examine and evaluate sandidatos in areas of knm'ilodgo 
16 s11sh as tho law, ethiss, and awareness of sommunity resourses. 
17 
18 
19 §2988.5 
20 (a) The board may issue, upon an application prescribed by the board and payment of a 
21 fee not to exceed seventy-five dollars ($75), a retired license to a psychologist who 
22 holds a current license issued by the board. or one capable of being renewed, and 
23 whose license is not suspended. revoked, or otherwise restricted by the board or 
24 subject to discipline under this chapter. 
25 (b) The holder of a retired license issued pursuant to this section shall not engage in 
26 any activity for which an active license is required. A psychologist holding a retired 
27 license shall be permitted to use the title "psychologist. retired" or "retired 
28 psychologist." The designation of retired shall not be abbreviated in any way. 
29 (c) The holder of a retired license shall not be required to renew that license. 
30 (d) The holder of a retired license may apply to restore his or her license to active status 
31 if that retired license was issued less than three (3) years prior to the application date. 
32 and the applicant meets all of the following requirements: 
33 (1 l Has not committed an act or crime constituting grounds for denial or discipline of a 
34 license. 
35 (2) Pays the renewal fee required by this chapter. 
36 (3) Completes the continuing professional development required for the renewal of a 
37 license within two (2) years of the date of application for restoration. 
38 (4) Complies with the fingerprint submission requirements established by the board in 
39 regulation. 
40 (e) The holder of a retired license for three (3) or more years cannot restore his or her 
41 license to active status, but must apply for a new license. To obtain a new license. the 
42 applicant shall: 
43 (1) submit a complete application; 
44 (2) take and pass the California Psychology Law and Ethics Examination (CPLEEl: 
45 (3) pay all fees required to obtain a new license: 
46 (4) comply with the fingerprint submission requirements established by regulation: 

4 



1 (5) be deemed to have met the educational and experience requirements of 
2 subdivisions (b) and (c) of section 2914; 
3 (6) not have been subject to denial or discipline of a license. 
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