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MEMORANDUM 


DATE April 20, 2016 

TO Psychology Licensing Committee Members 

FROM 

SUBJECT 

Karen Johnson 
LicerAsing Coordinator 

Agenda lte . Pathways to Licensure: Review and Assess Current 
Licensing Requirements and Recommendations for Possible 
Amendment: 

(a). Review of Proposed Amendments to Sections of the Business and 
Professions Code: 2909, 2909.5, 2911, (Exemptions); 2913 
(Psychological Assistant); 2914 (Licensed Psychologist); 2915 
(Continuing Education); 2940 & 2941 (Application and Examination 
Fees); 2942, 2943, & 2944 (Examination Time and Subjects); 2946 
(Reciprocity and Temporary Practice; 2947 (Appointment of 
Commissioners ; 2948 Issuance of License 

Attached are the following: 

• 	 Sections 2909, 2909.5, 2911 , 2913, 2914, 2915, 2940, 2941 , 2942, 2943, 2944, 
2946, 2947, and 2948 of the Business and Professions Code. 

• SB 1194 Sunset legislation 

Action 

Revisit comments and amendments to the statutes that affect the pathways to licensure 
that were reviewed at the February 8, 2016 Licensing Committee meeting. 

http://www.psychology.ca.gov




1 §2909. Applicability to school and public employees 
2 

3 This chapter shall not be construed as restricting or preventing activities of 

4 a psychological nature or the use of the official title of the position for whi ch 

s they were employed on the part of the following persons, provided those 

6 persons are performing those activities as part of the duties for which they 

7 were employed, are performing those activities solely within the confines of 

8 or under the jurisdiction of the organization in which they are employed, 

g and do not offer to render or render psychological services as defined in 

10 section 2903: 

11 (a) Persons who hold a valid and current credential as a school 

12 psychologist issued by the Commission on Teacher Credentialing. 

13 (b) Persons who are employed in positions as psychologists or 

14 psychological assistants by accredited or approved colleges, jtffitef 

1s community colleges, or universities, or by federal , state, county, or 

16 municipal governmental organizations that are not primarily involved in the 

17 provision of direct health or mental health services, may conduct research 

18 and disseminate their research findings and scientific information. 

1 

Comment [JHl] : Do we mean here "state 
approved colleges"? 
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§2909.5. 

@}This chapter shall not be construed as restricting or preventing activities of a 

psychological nature or the use of the official title of the position for which 

persons were employed on the part Qf persons who are: (1) employed by 

nonprofit community agencies that receive a minimum of 25 percent of their 

financial support from any federal. state. county, or municipal governmental 

organizations for the purpose of training and providing services; (2) performing 

those activities as part of the duties for which they were employed; (3) performing 

those activities solely within the confines of or under the jurisdiction of the agency 

in which they are employed. 

(b) Such persons must meet the educational requirements of subdivision (b) of 

section 2914.(Q} and wAB-have one year or more of the supervised professional 

experience referenced in subdivision (c) of section 2914{f1if they are employed 

by nonprofit community agencies that receive a minimum of 25 percent of their 

financial support from any federal, state, county, or municipal governmental 

organizations for the purpose of training and providing services, provided those 

persons are performing those activities as part of the duties for •.vhich they were 

employed, are performing those activities solely within the confines of or under 

the jurisdiction of the organization in which they are employed and do not offer to 

render or render psychological services as defined in Section 2903. {.gl Those 

persons shall be registered by the agency with the board at the time of 

employment and shall be identified in the setting and may be referred to only as 

a "registered commun ity !psychologist." 

1.Q.l Those persons shall be exempt from th is chapter for a maximum period of 30 

months from the date of registrationl. 

2 

' Comment [02]: Find something that better 
reflects what they are. 

· Comment [03] : Parallel psychological assistant 
language "60 month cumulative limit" 



1 § 2911. 

2 [Nothing in this chapter shall be construed as restricting the activities and services 

3 of a psychology graduate stu den( 9~ psyqh~lggLoal intgrn in_p~yohq_logy pursuing 

4 a oourse of study leading to a graduate degree in psyohology at an aooredited or 

5 approved oollege or university and working in a training program, or a 

6 postdootoral trainee 'Norking in a postdootoral plaoement overseen by tho 

7 Amerioa~ Psyohologioal Assoqiation (AP~t\_), the /\ssooiation of Psyoh9logy 

8 Postdootoral and Internship Centers (1\PPIC), or tho California Psyohology 

9 Internship Counoil (CAPIC), provided that those aotivitios and sorvioes oonstitute 

10 a part of his or her supervised oourso of study and that those persons are 

11 designated by the title "psyohologioa( psychology intern~QLpsyohologioal 

12 psychology trainee," "postdootoral intern," or another title olearly indioating the 

13 training status appropriate to his or her level of training. The aforementioned 

14 terms~ shall be reserved for pers_9_n? ef!rs>lled in tRe-g_doctoral program leading to 

15 one of the degrees listed in subdivision (b) of section 2914.(Ql at an accredited or 

16 state-approved college or university. in a formal pre-doctoral internship ore~= in a 

17 formal postdoctoral internship /\11 must be overseen approved by the American 

18 Psychological Association (APA}, Association of Psychology Postdoctoral and 

19 Internship Centers (APPIC}, or California Psychology Internship Council 

20 {CAPIC}~ 

21 

3 

_ - ( Comment [04] : No registration required 

Comment [OS]: Develop flow chart of where 
people are In their training and what categories they 
can fall under. 

-- Comment [06]: Add three categories, grad 
student, psych intern, and post doc fellow. 

Comment [07] : What are the parameters of this 
section, what does it mean, what is jt t rying to do., 
who is it re ferring to. Is there a limitation on the 

time frame. lf post doc, how are we 
conceptualizing? 

_ - ( Comment [08]: Re move? 



1 § 2913. Services by psychological assistants 


2 ill A person other than a licensed psychologist may be registered as a psychological 


3 assistant by the board in order to prepare for licensure as a psychologist. The 


4 psychological assistant shall be employed supervised, in accordance with the board's 

s regulations. 

6 by a licensed 

7 Psychologist or, by a licensed physician and surgeon who is board certified in 
8 psychiatry 

9 by the American Board of Psychiatry and Neurolog~,_ ~Y Q olini9 whioh provide_s_mQQt_:ll - - Comment [09]: Remove? Not able to regulate 
the profession and ensure that they have taken a 
4hour supervision course. Stakeholder opinion?10 health servioes under oontraot pursuant to Seotion 5614 of the Welfare and Institutions 
We (LCI had suggested removing this fo r reasons 
a bove, and for the fact that a psychiatrist cannot 11 Code, by a psyohologioal oorporation, by a lioensed psyohology olinio as defined in sodalize psychologist into the profession as a 
psychologist. So, cannot serve as primary 

12 Section 1204 .1 of the Health and Safety Code, or by a medioal oorporation to perform supervisors for pa's. 

Comment [JH10): See my response to your13 Hmite€1 psychological functions provided that all of the following apply: 
comments 

14 (1a) The person is termed a "psychological assistant." 

15 (bj.f The person (64-) has completed a master's degree in psychology or education with 
16 the 

17 field of specialization in educational psychology-aF~ counseling psychology, or school 
18 psychology, or :@?) h~s b~en admitted 

19 to candidacy for a doctoral degree in an applied area of psychology, with the field of 
20 specialization in clinical, counseling, school. consulting, forensic or 
21 industrial/organizational psychology, or &education~ with the field of 

22 specialization in educational psychology-aF~ counseling psychology, or school 
23 psychology after having satisfactorily 

24 completed three or more years of postgraduate education in psychology or education 
25 and having 

26 passed preliminary doctoral examinations, or (3) has completed a doctoral degree 

27 wRiGR that qualifies for licensure under section 2914, in an aooredited or approved 

28 university, oollege, or professional sohoollocated in the United States or Canada. 

29 {6~The psychological assistant's supervisor The person is at all times under the 
30 immediate supervision, as defined in regulations 

31 adopted by the board, of a lioensed psyohologist, or board oertified psyohiatrist, who 
32 supervisor 

4 

Comment [1011]: The following language in 
2914. possess an earned doctorate degree i!:!..(l) an 
applied area of "' psychology or (2) if> education 
with the field of speci alization in counseling 
psychology, educational psychology or school 
psychology. Except as provided in subdivision (g), 
this degree or training shall be obtained from an 
accredited universi ty, coll ege, or professional 
school. A doctorate degree in an applied area of 
psychology is one that integrates training to apply 
psychological principles, resea rch. and theory with 
the delivery of services to individuals, groups, or 
organizations. The Board shall make the final 
determinati on whether a degree meets the 
requirements ofthis section 

Comment [012] : Revi ew schools to see what 
type of degre es are offered. Applied areas? 

Comment [JH13]: Did we decide to ke ep this in 
here? Or was I to ocme up with a definition of 
•applied· psychology? 

Comment [JH14]: We could take this out and 
phrase it like we do the 'educa tion' one 
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shall be responsible for g+nsuring that the extent, kind, and quality of the psychological 

services he or she the psychological assistant performs are consistent with his or her 
training and experience and shall 

be responsible for his or her the compliance with this chapter and regulations duly 
adopted 

hereunder, including those provisions set forth in aection 2960. 

@G) The licensed psychologist, board certified psychiatrist, contract clinic, psychological 

corporation, or medical corporation, has shall registered the psychological assistant with 
the 

board and renew . 

!+he registration shall be renewed annually in accordance with regulations 

adopted by the board. 

No licensed psychologist may register, employ, or supervise 

more than three psychological assistants at any given time unless specifically 

authorized to do so by the board. ~Jo board certified psychiatrist may register, employ, 

or supervise more than one psychological assistant at any given time. ~Jo contract clinic, 

psychological corporation, or medical corporation may employ more than 10 assistants 

at any one time. ~Jo contract clinic may register, employ, or provide supervision for more 

than one psychological assistant fur each designated full timo staff psychiatrist who is 

qualified and supervises the psychological assistants . .LQeHio psychological assistant 
Psychological assistants may shall not: 

(1) independently provide P?Yc;hological servic~s 

(2) receive payments. monetary or otherwise. directly from clients or patients te-tRa 
public for a fee, monetary or otherwise, except as 

an employee of a licensed psychologist, licensed physician , contract clinic, 

psychological corporation, or medical corporation. 

(e) The psychological assistant shall comply vt'ith regulations that the board may, from 

time to time, duly adopt relating to the fulfillment of requirements in continuing education 

(g) No person shall be registered to practice as a psychological assistant who is found 
by the board to 

be in violation of section 2960 and the rules and regulations duly adopted thereunder. 

5 

Comment [JH15]: Otherwise unclear if we're 
referring to the supervisor or to the pa 

- Comment [016]: What constitutes practicing 
independent 

Comment [JH17]: Do we wantto say instead 
•provide psychological ser\lices without supervision"' 
or something like that? 
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1 2914. Each applicant for licensure shall comply with all of the following requirements: 

2 (a) -Is-not be subject to denial of licensure under Division 1.5 (commencing with 
3 section 475). 

4 (b) fi+PQ.ossess an earned doctorate degree in (1 )(A) in an applied area of 

psychology, lor (2) (B) in educational psychology, or (C) in education with the 

6 field of specialization in counseling psychology..._ aF educational psychology or 

7 school psychology. Except as provided in subdivision (g), this degree or training 

8 shall be obtained from an accredited university, college, or professional school. 

9 A doctorate degree in an ,appliect:a_r~~_o! P§~~h_o!o_gy_i§ _0£1§!JbQU!:lt0:9f '!t§l§ 

training to apply psychological principles, research , and theory with the delivery 

11 of services to individuals, groups, or organizations. (r_h_e{ board shall make t~e 

12 final determination as-te whether a degree meets the requirements of this 

13 section. 

14 (2) No educational institution shall be denied recognition as an accredited 

academic institution solely because its program is not accredited by any 

16 professional organization of psychologists, and nothing in this chapter or in the 

17 administration of th is chapter shall require the registration with the board by 

18 educational institutions of their departments of psychology or their doctoral 

19 programs in psychology. 

(3) An applicant for licensure trained in an educational institution outside the 

21 United States or Canada shall demonstrate to the satisfaction of the board that 

22 he or she possesses a doctorate degree in psychology or education that is 

23 equivalent to a degree earned from a regionally accredited university institution 

24 in the United States or Canada. These applicants shall provide the board with a 

comprehensive evaluation of the degree performed by a foreign credential 

26 evaluation service that is a member of the National Association of Credential 

27 Evaluation Services (NACES), and any other documentation the board deems 

28 necessary. 

29 (c) f:l+l=l.lJ.ave engaged for at least two years in supervised professional 

experience (SPE) under the direction of a licensed psychologist, the specific 

6 

Comment [JH18] : see suggestion I made earlier 

Comment [019] : Develop a list of areas, and 
remove applied. 

- Comment [020]: Remove? Or change? Define 
and operationaUze appUed. 

Comment [021]: A doctorate degree in an 
applied area of psychology is one that 
integrates training to apply psychological 
principles, research, and theory with the 
delivery of services to individuals. groups. or 
organizations. ? 

Comment [022]: Applied area? Or listing of 
degrees. 

Comment [JH23]: Make tnis consistent with 
what has come before 

Comment [JH24]: This is tile 1" time we've 
used ,.regionally accredited university"- do we 
wa nt to change this earlier as well? Currently, awe 
allow people to come from regionally and nationally 
accredited Institutions in CA 
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1 requirements of which shall be defined by the board in its regulations, or under 

2 suitable alternative supervision as determined by the board in regulations duly 

3 adopted under this chapter, at least one year of which shall occurbe after being 

4 awarded the doctorate in psychology (or education?). The supervisor shall 

submit verification of the experience required by this subdivision to the trainee 

6 in a manner as prescribed by the board. If the supervising licensed psychologist 

7 fails to provide verification to the trainee in a timely manner, the board may 

8 establish alternative procedures for obtaining the necessary documentation. 

9 Absent good cause, the failure of a supervising licensed psychologist to provide 

the verification to the board upon request shall constitute unprofessional 

11 conduct. 

12 ~The board shall establish qualifications by regulation for supervising 

13 psychologists. 

14 (d) +!ake and pass the examination required by section 2941 unless otherwise 

exempted by the board under this chapter. 

16 1(e) Show by evidenoe satisfaotory to the board that he or she has oompleted 

17 training complete coursework in the detection and treatment of alcohol and 

18 other chemical substance dependency. This requirement applies only to 

19 applioants v,rho matrioulate on or after September 1, 1985 as prescribed by the 

Board. 

21 (f) (1) Show by evidonoo satisfaotory to the board that he or she has oompleted 

22 complete coursework in spousal or partner abuse assessment, detection, and 

23 intervention. This requirement applies to applioants who began graduate 

24 training during the period oommenoing on January 1, 1995, and ending on 

Deoember 31, 2003 as prescribed by the board ~ 

26 (2) An applicant who began graduate training on or after January 1, 2004, shall 

27 show by evidenoe satisfaotory to tho board that he or she has oompleted a 

28 minimum of 15 oontaot hours of coursework in spousal or partner abuse 

29 assessment, detection, and intervention strategies, including knowledge of 

oommunity resouroes, oultt:JFal faotors, and same gender abuse dynamics. ~_n_ 

7 

Comment [JH25]: Isn't this for foreign degrees? 
Do we have any jurisdiction over supervisors in 
other countries? Or in any other jurlsdiction other 
tha nCA? 

Comment [026]: What was the legal 
requirement at that time? Do we have to include it? 

Comment [027]: This sentence would move up 
to previous section if we decide to keep iL 
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applicant may request an exemption from this requirement if he or she intends 

to practice in an area that does not include the direct provision of mental health 

services. 

(3) Course•Nork required under this subdivision may be satisfactory if taken 


either in fulfi llment of other educational requirements for licensure or in a 


separate course. This requirement for coursework shall be satisfied by, and the 


board shall accept in satisfaction of the requirement, a certification from the 


chief academic officer of the educational institution from which the applicant 


graduated that the required coursework is included 'Nithin the institution's 


required curriculum for graduation. 


(g) An applicant holding a doctoral degree in psychology from an approved 


institution is deemed to meet the requ irements of this section if both of the 


following are true: 


(1) The approved institution offered a doctoral degree in psychology designed 


to prepare students for a license to practice psychology and was approved by Comment [028] : Keep the text for the " applied" 

or In lieu of. 

the former Bureau for Private Postsecondary and Vocational Education on or 

before July 1, 1999. 

(2) The approved institution has not, since July 1, 1999, had a new location, as 


described in section 94823.5 of the Education Code. Comment [JH29]: Keep t his in here for now? 


(Amended by Stats. 2015, Ch. 529, Sec. 3. Effective January 1, 2016.) 

8 
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§2915. 

(a) Except as provided in this section, on or after dan~ary 1, 1999, t~e ~sara s~all 

nat iss~e any renewalllsense ~nless t~e a~~lieant s~~rnils ~reef that ~e or s~e 

has earn~leleEI no lees than 1 g ha~rs ef a~weveEI eanlin~inQ eEI~ealian iF\-IAa 

weseElin§ year. On or after dan~ary 1, 1997, el<se~t as ~raviEleEI in !~is seetiefl.; 

the board shall issue renewal licenses only to those applicants who have 

completed 36 hours of approved continuing eEI~ealion professional development 

in the preceding two years. 

(b) Each person rene•NinQ applying for renewal or reinstatement of his or her 

license issued pursuant to this chapter shall stmrnit certify under penalty of perjury 

that he or she is in compliance with this section and shall retain proof of 

compliance with this section for submission to the board upon request. False 

statements submitted pursuant to this section shall be a violation of section 2970. 

{s) A ~ersen a~~lyin§ fer re lisens~re er fer reinstalernent te an asti;•e lisense 

stat~s shall eertify ~nEler ~enalty of ~erj~ry that he or s~e is in earn~lianso "Nil~ 

!~is soelion. 

(El) (1) The eentin~iA§ oa~salion re~~irernent s~all insi~Ele, ~~I shall not ~e 

lirnitea le, ea~rses ro~~iroEI ~~FS~ant to Seetions 2§ anEI 28. The re~~irornont rnay 

inei~Ele so~rses ~~rs~ant ta Seelians ~2 ana 2914 .1. 

(12) (A) The board shall require a licensed psychologist who began graduate 

study prior to January 1, 2004, to take a continuing education course during his or 

her first renewal period after the operative date of this section in spousal or 

partner abuse assessment, detection, and intervention strategies, including 

community resources, cultural factors, and same gender abuse dynamics. 

Equivalent courses in spousal or partner abuse assessment, detection, and 

intervention strategies taken prior to the operative date of this section or proof of 

equivalent teaching or practice experience may be submitted to the board and at 

its discretion, may be accepted in satisfaction of this requirement. 

(B) Continuing education courses taken pursuant to this paragraph shall be 

applied to the 36 hours of approved continuing ea~ealion professional 

development required under subdivision (a). 

9 
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(C) A lisonsoe ~syehele§ist whose ~rastise Elees not insi~Ele tho sires! ~revisier\ 

of mental health servises may a~~ly to the eearEI fer an OJ(em~tion frem the 

re~~irements of this ~arawa~R. 

(£~) Continuing education inslr~slion courses approved to meet the 

requirements of this section shall eo som~leteEI witRin the Slate of Calif~ 

shall be approved for sonlin~in§ eEI~sation credit by tloe Amerisan Psysholo~Jlsal 

Assoeialien er its e~~ivalenl as organizations approved by the board. 

(£e) The board may eslaelish a ~olisy for OJ(~IieAs grant exemptions or 

extensions from the continuing eEl~ealion professional development requirement 

of this section. 

(f) The eearEI may reso§nize sentin~in§ eausatien se~rses that ha;•e seen 

ap~reveEley one or more ~rivals non~rofit er§anicatiens that have alleasi1G 

years' SJ(~erionse mana§in§ sentin~in§ aEl~salion ~rewams fer ~syshele§ists en 

a statewide basis, inel~din§, 13~! nellimitea to: 

(1) Mainlainin§ ane mana§in§ relate a reser€1s ana data. 

(2) Meniterin§ and ap~revin§ ee~rses. 

{Q!J) The board shall adopt regulations as necessary for implementation of this 

section. 

(h) A lieensaEI ~syeholo§isl SAall GAeese sentin~in§ ae~salion instr~stion-!Mt-is 

relate a to IRe assessment, Elia§nosis, ana intervention f<>r tho slient pOf*!latioo 

13ein§ SOP.'OS er te IRa fialas 

<>f ~syehele§y in wloieh tho ~syshelo§ist intenEls te ~roviae serviees, !Rat may 

insi~Ele nev.' theeretieal a~~reashes, researsh, ana ap~lieEI teehni~~es, Continuin§ 

ae~eatien instr~stien shall insl~eo re~~ifeG.Gwrses s~esifieEI in s~I3Elivision (El). 

(i) A ~syshele§ist sloall net ~rastise e~tsiee his or her partie~lar fieiEI or fielas of 

eernpetenee as establisheaey his er Rer eEI~satien, trainin§, sentin~in§ eEI~eatieR-; 

ana eJ(~Oriense. 

(§i) The administration of this section may be funded through professional 

license fees and continuing education provider and course approval fees, or both. 

The fees related to the administration of this section shall not exceed the costs of 

administering the corresponding provisions of this section. 

10 



1 lfk) Continuing ee"satieA professional development credit may be approved for 

2 those licensees who serve as -~ers sA aAy eJ~aFAiAatieA ~"rs"aAI to 

3 SootieR 2947, s"bjest te liFAitatioAs esta~lisReEI ~y IRe ~eaffl selected participants 

4 in any examination development or enforcement-related function for the board. 

s (I) TRis sestioR sRall seseFAe e~erative sA JaA"ary 1, 20G4. 

6 

11 
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§ 2940. Application and fee 

Each person desiring to obtain a license from the board shall make application to the 

board. The application shall be maEle ~~eA a faFm aAEl sRall ~e maEle submitted in a 

manner prescribed by as the board ~mseFi~os in regulations duly adopted under this 

chapter. 

The application shall be accompanied by the application fee prescribed by section 

2987 49. This fee shall not be refunded by the board. 

§ 2941. Examination and fee 

Each applicant for a psychology license shall be examined by the board, and shall pay 

to tee ~oaFEl, at least ~Q Elaye pFioF to IRe Elate of eJEamiAatiaA, the examination fee 

prescribed by section 2987, which fee-shall not be refunded by the board. 

§ 2942. Time for examinations; Passing grades 

The board may examine by written or computer-assisted examination or by both. All 

aspects of the examination shall be in compliance with section 139. The examination 

shall be available for administration at least twice a year at the time and place and 

under supervision as the board may determine. The passing grades for the 

examinations shall be established by the board in regulations and shall be based on 

psychometrically sound principles of establishing minimum qualifications and levels of 

competency. 

Examinations for a psychologist's license may be 69A4;ste€1-utilized by the board under 

a uniform examination system, and for that purpose the board may make arrangements 

with organizations to supply and administer f~misRiAg examination material§ -as may iA 

its ElisemtieA se EiesiFa~le. 

12 



1 § 2943. Examination subjects 


2 


3 The board may examine for knowledge in whatever theoretical or applied fields in 

4 psychology as it deems appropriate. It may examine the candidate with regard to his or 

s her professional skills and his or her judgment in the utilization of psychological 

6 techniques and methods. 

7 


8 


9 § 2944. \'\<ritteR eJ<aminatiens 


10 

11 TRe eearEI sRall §raEie IRe ·.vritleR eJ.amiAatieA aAEII<ee~ IRe writleA eJiaFAiAatieA ~a~ers 

12 for at least eRe year, "Riess a "RilerFA SJiaFAiAatioA is eoREI"eteEI ~"rs"aAt to SeetieR 

13 ~ 

13 
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§ 2946. Reeipraeity lisenses; Temporary practice by out-of-state licensees; 

Waiver of examination requirement 

The board shall grant a license to any person who passes the board's supplemental 

licensing examination and, at the time of application, has been licensed for at least five 

years by a psychology licensing authority in another state or territory of the United 

States or Canadian province if the requirements for obtaining a certificate or license to 

practice psychology in that state, territory or province were substantially equivalent to 

the requirements of this chapter. A psychologist certified or licensed in another state. 

territory or province and who has made application to the board for a license in this 

state may perform activities and services of a psychological nature without a valid 

California license for a period not to exceed 180 calendar days from the time of 

submitting his or her application or from the commencement of residency in this state, 

whichever first occurs. 

The board at its discretion may waive the examinations, when in the judgment of the 

board the applicant has already demonstrated competence in areas covered by the 

examinations. The board at its discretion may waive the examinations for diplomates of 

the American Board of Professional Psychology. 

P"~lis sommissioneFS may eJ<amine an~ eval"ate san~i~ates in areas of l<nowloEI§o 

"""h as tho law, elRiss, an~ awareness ef eemm"nily reso"rees. 

§ 2948. Issuance of license 

The board shall issue a license to all applicants who meet the requirements of this 

chapter and who pay to the board the initial license fee provided in section 2987. 
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AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 11,2016 

SENATE BILL No.1194 

Introduced by Senator Hill 

February 18,2016 

An act to amend Sections--ww 2913, 2914, 2914.1,2914.2, 2915, 
2920, and 2933--cl' of, to add Sections 2934.1 and 2988.5 to, and to 
repeal Section 2947 of, the Business and Professions Code, relating to 
healing arts. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST 

SB 1194, as amended, Hill. Psychology: Board of Psychology: 
personnel. 

Existi:Hg 
(1) Existing law, the Psychology Licensing-baw,- Law (hereafter 

law), establishes the Board of Psychology to license and regulate the 
practice ofpsychology, and authorizes the board to employ all personnel 
necessary to carry out that law and to employ an executive officer, as 
specified. These provisions are in effect only until January 1, 2017. 

This bill would extend those provisions to January 1, 2021. 
(2) The law d<ifines the practice of psychology as rendering or 

offering to render, for a fee, psychological services involving the 
application ofpsychological principles and methods, including the 
diagnosis, prevention, and treatment ofpsychological problems and 
emotional and mental disorders. The law prohibits unlicensed persons 
from practicing psychology, but authorizes unlicensed persons, including 
psychological assistants who meet certain requirements and do not 
provide psychological services to the public, except as an employee of 
a licensed psychologist, licensed physician, contract clinic, 
psychological corporation, or medical corporation, to perform limited 
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psychological JUnctions. The law provides that a violation ofany ofits 
provisions is a misdemeanor. 

This bill would recast these provisions to authorize an unlicensed 
person preparing for licensure as a psychologist to peiform 
psychological JUnctions under certain conditions, including registration 
with the board as a psychological assistant and immediate supervision 
by a licensed psychologist or physician and surgeon who is board 
certified in psychiatry, as specified. This bill would prohibit a 
psychological assistant from providing psychological services to the 
public except as a supervisee. By changing the definition of a crime, 
this bill would create a state-mandated local program. 

(3) The law conditions the issuance ofa psychology license upon an 
applicant having received any of certain kinds of doctorate degrees, 
from an accredited educational institution. The law requires, with 
certain exceptions, the board to issue renewal licenses for psychology 
only to those applicants who have completed 36 hours of approved 
continuing education in the preceding two years. Existing law prescribes 
a biennia/license renewal fee ofnot more than $500. Existing law also 
requires a person applying for relicensure or for reinstatement to an 
active license to certifY under penalty ofperjury that he or she is in 
compliance with the continuing education requirements. Existing law 
requires continuing education instruction to be completed within the 
state or be approved for credit by the American Psychological 
Association or its equivalent. 

This bill would revise and recast the doctorate degree requirements 
for licensure to include, until January 1, 2020, a doctorate degree from 
an unaccredited institution that is approved for operation by specified 
entity. The law would replace the term "continuing education " with 
"continuing professional development," require a person applying for 
renewal or reinstatement to certifY compliance with these requirements 
under penalty ofperjury, require continuing professional courses to be 
approved for credit by organizations approved by the board, and 
authorize the board to grant exemptions from, or extensions for 
compliance with, these requirements. This bill would also authorize 
professional development credit to be approvedfor selected participants 
in any examination development or enforcement related fUnction for 
the board. 

This bill would authorize the board to issue a retired license to a 
licensed psychologist if the psychologist has applied to the board for 
a retired license and pays a fee ofnot more than $75. The bill would 
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also prohibit the holder ofa retired license from engaging in the practice 
ofpsychology in the same manner as an active licensee. Because a 
violation ofthis prohibition would be a crime, the bill would impose a 
state-mandated local program. 

(4) The law authorizes the board to appoint qualified persons to give 
the whole or any portion of any examination provided for in the law, 
to be designated as commissioners on examination. 

This bill would repeal this authorization. 
This bill would authorize the board to post on its Internet Web site 

the prescribed information regarding all current and former licensees. 
The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local 

agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state. 
Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that 
reimbursement. 

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this act 
for a specified reason. 

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiocal committee: yffi. 
state-mandated Iocal progran: fte-yes. 

The people ofthe State ofCalifornia do enact as follows: 

I SECTION 1. Section 2913 of the Business and Professions 
2 Code is amended to read: 
3 2913. A person other than a licensed psychologist may--be 
4 employed by a lieensed psy ehelegist, by a licensed physician and 
5 sttrgeen .,he is beard eertmedinpsyehiatry by theAmerieanBeard 
6 of Psychiatry and Nei:H'elegy, by a elinie that pmvides mental 
7 health seniees tlflder eontraet pttrsttart! te Seetien 5614 of the 
8 Welfare and Institntions Code, by a psy ehelegie:ti eerperatien, by 
9 a-licensed psyehelogy elinie as defined in Seetien 1204.1 efthe 

10 Health and Safety Cede, er by a medie:ti eerperatien te perferm 
11 limited psyehelegieal funetiens if :til ef the follewing apply: 
12 perform psychological functions in preparation for licensure as a 
13 psychologist only ifall ofthe following conditions are met: 
14 (a) The person is termed is registered with the board as a 
15 "psychological assistant." This registration shall be renewed 
16 annually in accordance with regulations adopted by the board. 
17 (b) The person (I) has completed a master's degree in 
18 psychology or education with the field of specialization in 
19 psychology or counseling psychology, or (2) has been admitted to 
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1 candidacy for a doctoral degree in psychology or education with 
2 the field ofspecialization in psychology or counseling psychology, 
3 after having satisfactorily completed three or more years of 
4 postgraduate education in psychology and having passed 

preliminary doctoral examinations, or (3) has completed a doctoral 
6 degree that qualifies for licensure under Section 2914, itt an 
7 aeeretlited m appre , ed tlfth ersity, eellege, er prefussienal seheel 
8 leettted in the United Sttt!es m Canada, 2914. 
9 (c) (1) The persettpsychological assistant is at all times under 

the immediate supervision, as defined in regulations adopted by 
11 the board, ofa licensed psychologist, or-beard eertifiedpsyehitttrist, 
12 a licensed physician and surgeon who is certified in psychiatry by 
13 the American Board ofPsychiatry and Neurology, who shall be 
14 responsible for insuring that the extent, kind, and quality of the 

psychological services he er she that the psychological assistant 
16 performs are consistent with his or her training and experience and 
17 be responsible for his m her the psychological assistant's 
18 compliance with this chapter and regultttiens duly adepted 
19 heretmder, ittelutling these previsietts set furth itt Seetiett 296(}; 

regulations. 
21 (d) (1) The lieensed psyehelegist, beard eertified psyehitttrist, 
22 eentrttet elittie, psy ehelegieal eerperatien, er metlieal eerpertttien, 
23 has registe1ed the psy ehelegieal assistattt with the beard. The 
24 registratien shall be rette" ed mually itt aeetlrdanee "ith 

regultttietts adepted by the beard. 
26 (2) Ntt-A licensed psychologist lllitJ register, empley, er shall 
27 not supervise more than three psychological assistants at any given 
28 . time tlft!ess speeifieally autherized te de se by the beard. Ne beard 
29 eertifi:ed psy ehitttrist may register, empley, er Stif>ervise mere than 

ette psyehelegieal assistant ttl ffi1J given time. Ntl eefllrtte! elittie; 
31 psyehelegieal eerpertt!itltt, er metlieal eerpertttien may empley 
32 mere tllitn 10 assistattts at any ette time. Ne eentraet elittie may 
33 register, erttpley, m prff',ide Stif>er.isien ter mere than ette 
34 psy ehelegieal assistant fur eaeh dCsignttted full-time staff 

psyehitttrist w'htl is qualified and Stif>ervises the psyeheltlgieal 
36 assistants. time. No psychological assistant may provide 
37 psychological services to the public except as an empleyee ef a 
3 8 lieettsed psy ehelegist, lieettsed physieian, eeir!raet elinie, 
39 psyehtl!tlgieal eerperlltiett, er medieal eerptlrtttien. a supervisee 

pursuant to this section. 
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1 w 
2 (d) The psychological assistant shall comply with regulations 
3 that the board may, from time to time, duly adopt relating to the 
4 fulfillment of requirements in continuing education. 

(f) No person shall pmeliee as a psyehelegieal assistant who is 
6 futmdby !he bea1d le be in delation efSeelien2969 and the rules 
7 attd 1 egttlaliens dttl) adopted pttnmant to that seelien. 
8 SEC. 2. Section 2914 ofthe Business and Professions Code is 
9 amended to read: 

2914. Each applicant for licensure shall comply with all ofthe 
11 following requirements: 
12 (a) Is not subject to denial of licensure under Division 1.5 
13 (commencing with Section475). 
14 (b) (1) Possess On or after January 1, 2020,possess an earned 

doctorate degree-EAJ in psychology,-$7 in educational psychology, 
16 or-f81 in education with the field of specialization in counseling 
17 psychology or educational psyeholegy. Exeept as previded in 
18 subdivision (g), this degree m training shall be obtained from an 
19 aeeredited tlllh ersit), eBllege, or pr-ofessional seheBl. The beard 

shall make the final determinatiBn as to whether a degree meets 
21 the reqttiremell:!s of this seetien. psychology from a college or 
22 institution of higher education that is accredited by a regional 
23 accrediting agency recognized by the United States Department 
24 ofEducation. Until January 1, 2020, the board may accept an 

applicant who possesses a doctorate degree in psychology, 
26 educational psychology, or in education with the field of 
27 specialization in counseling psychology or educational psychology 
28 from an institution that is not accredited by an accrediting agency 
29 recognized by the United States Department ofEducation, but is 

approved to operate in this state by the Bureau for Private 
31 Postsecondary Education. 
32 (2) No educational institution shall be denied recognition as an 
33 accredited academic institution solely because its program is not 
34 accredited by any professional organization ofpsychologists, and 

nothing in this chapter or in the administration of1his chapter shall 
36 require the registration with the board by educational institutions 
37 of their departments of psychology or their doctoral programs in 
3 8 psychology. 
39 (3) An applicant for licensure trained in an educational 

institution outside the United States or Canada shall demonstrate 
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1 to the satisfaction ofthe board that he or she possesses a doctorate 
2 degree in psychology that is equivalent to a degree earned from a 
3 regionally accredited university in the United States or Canada. 
4 These applicants shall provide the board with a comprehensive 

evaluation of the degree performed by a foreign credential 
6 evaluation service that is a member of the National Association 
7 of Credential Evaluation Services (NACES), and any other 
8 documentation the board deems necessary. 
9 (c) (1) Have engaged for at least two years in supervised 

professional experience under the direction of a licensed 
11 psychologist, the specific requirements ofwhich shall be defined 
12 by the board in its regulations, or under suitable alternative 
13 supervision as determined by the board in regulations duly adopted 
14 under this chapter, at least one year of which shall be after being 

awarded the doctorate in psychology. The supervisor shall submit 
16 verification of the experience required by this subdivision to the 
1 7 trainee in a manner prescribed by the board. If the supervising 
18 licensed psychologist fails to provide verification to the trainee in 
19 a timely manner, the board may establish alternative procedures 

for obtaining the necessary documentation. Absent good cause, 
21 the failure of a supervising licensed psychologist to provide the 
22 verification to the board upon request shall constitute 
23 unprofessional conduct. 
24 (2) The board shall establish qualifications by regulation for 

supervising psychologists. 
26 (d) Take and pass the examination required by Section 2941 
27 unless otherwise exempted by the board under this chapter. 
28 (e) Show by evidence satisfactory to the board that he or she 
29 has completed training in the detection and treatment of alcohol 

and other chemical substance dependency. This requirement applies 
31 only to applicants who matriculate on or after September 1, 1985. 
32 (f) (1) Show by evidence satisfactory to the board that he or 
33 she has completed coursework in spousal or partner abuse 
34 assessment, detection, and intervention. This requirement applies 

to applicants who began graduate training during the period 
36 commencing on January 1, 1995, and ending on December 31, 
37 2003. 
38 (2) An applicant who began graduate training on or after January 
39 1, 2004, shall show by evidence satisfactory to the board that he 

or she has completed a mininmm of 15 contact hours ofcoursework 
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I in spousal or partner abuse assessment, detection, and intervention 
2 strategies, including knowledge of community resources, cultural 
3 factors, and same gender abuse dynamics. An applicant may request 
4 an exemption from this requirement ifhe or she intends to practice 

in an area that does not include the direct provision ofmental health 
6 servtces. 
7 (3) Coursework · required under this subdivision may be 
8 satisfactory if taken either in fulfillment of other educational 
9 requirements for licensure or in a separate course. This requirement 

for coursework shall be satisfied by, and the board shall accept in 
11 satisfaction of the requirement, a certification from the chief 
12 academic officer of the educational institution from which the 
13 applicant graduated that the required coursework is included within 
14 the institution's required curriculum for graduation. 

(g) An tlflplie:mt he>ltling a de>etorttl degree in psy ehology fmm 
16 an tlflJ'li<> 'ed iflstitttlioo is deemed to meet the requirements ofthis 
17 seetie>n ifboth of the folleY,.ing are title: 
18 (I) The appmved iflstirution offered a cloete>ral degree ill 
19 psy ehole>gy designed to prepare srucleflts for a lieCflse to praetiee 

psy ehe>logy ancl was appreYied by the former BtJreatl for Private 
21 Postseee>ndary and Voeatiooal Edtteation e>II m before Jury 1, 1999. 
22 (2) The tlflJ'li<>oed instirution has not, since Jttey 1, 1999, had a 
23 11e" le>eation, as described in Section 94823.5 e>f the Edt!Cation 
24 €oele: 

SEC 3. Section 2914.1 ofthe Business and Professions Code 
26 is amended to read: 
27 2914.1. The board shall encourage every licensed psychologist 
28 to take a continuing ecltteation professional development course 
29 in geriatric pharmacology as a part of his or her continuing 

eclt!Catioo. professional development. 
31 SEC. 4. Section 2914.2 ofthe Business and Professions Code 
32 is amended to read: 
33 2914.2. The board shall encourage licensed psychologists to 
34 take continuing edt1eation professional development courses in 

psychopharmacology and biological basis of behavior as part of 
36 their continuing eclt!Cation. professional development. 
37 SEC 5. Section 2915 ofthe Business and Professions Code is 
38 amended to read: 
39 2915. (a) Except as provided in this section, on or after January 

1, 1996, the board shall not isstle any rCfle .. al!ieCflse t!Iiless the 
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1 ttpplieant sttbmits pmef that he m she has eempleted ne less th!!!t 
2 18 oottrs ef appre 'ed eentitming edt!eatien in the preceding year. 
3 On er after J!lfftlary 1, 1997, except as pmvided in this seetien, the 
4 beard shall issue a renewallieenseslicense only to these applicants 

,.he have an applicant who has completed 36 hours of approved 
6 continuing edtJeatien professional development in the preceding 
7 two years. 
8 (b) Each person renewing who applies to renew or reinstate his 
9 or her license issued pursuant to this chapter shall f!llbmit pmefef 

eemplianee "ith this seeticm te the be!!! d. certifY under penalty of 
11 perjury that he or she is in compliance with this section and shall 
12 retain proofofthis compliance for submission to the board upon 
13 request. False statements submitted pursuant to this section shall 
14 be a violation of Section 2970. 

(e) A persoo applying fm relieensttre er fM reinstatement te aft 

16 aetiv e license staltts sha'll eertiey l:lllder penalty flf petjttry that he 
1 7 flf she is in eemplianee with this seetifln. 
18 (cl) (I) The e<Jntinuing edtJeatioo reqttirement shall ine!ttde, bttt 
19 sha'll nflt be limited tfl, eettrses reqttired pttrsttafl:! ffi Seetioos 25 

and 28. The reqttirement may ine!ttde e<>ttrses p tlfsttant tfl Seetiflns 
21 3£--and 2914.1. 
22 (2) (A) 
23 (c) (1) The board shall require a licensed psychologist who 
24 began graduate study prior to January 1, 2004, to take a continuing 

education course during his or her first renewal period after the 
26 operative date of this section in spousal or partner abuse 
27 assessment, detection, and intervention strategies, including 
28 community resources, cultural factors, and same gender abuse 
29 dynamics. Equivalent courses in spousal or partner abuse 

assessment, detection, and intervention strategies taken prior to 
31 the operative date of this section or proof of equivalent teaching 
32 or practice experience may be submitted to the board and at its 
33 discretion, may be accepted in satisfaction of this requirement. 
34 EB7 

(2) Continuing education courses taken pursuant to this 
36 paragraph subdivision shall be applied to the 36 hours ofapproved 
3 7 continuing edt!eatien professional development required under 
38 subdivision (a). 
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1 (C) A lieeltBed psychologist .. hese-praetiee does not in:elttde 
2 the difeet pr~wision of mental health serviees nney apply to the 
3 board fur an exemption fmm the requirements of this paragr11ph. 
4 (37 
5 (d) Continuing education instruction courses approved to meet 
6 the requirements ofthis section shall be emnpleted within the State 
7 ef Cttlifumia, er shall-be approved fut eemtinuing education credit 
8 by the American -'1'-syehelegiettl Asseeiation m its eqni. ttlent as 
9 organizations approved by the board. 

10 (e) The board may establish a peliey fer exeeptions from the 
11 eontiooing edneation grant an exemption, or an extension ofthe 
12 time for compliance with, from the continuing professional 
13 development requirement of this section. 
14 (f) The board may Ieeegnize eontinning edneatien etlurses that 
15 have been appr-tn ed by one OI mme pr1' ate nonpmfit organizations 
16 that ha,e at least 10 yeais' experience managing eentinuing 
17 edneation pmgraiUS fer psy ehologists tln a state" ide basis; 
18 inchiding, bnt ntlt linlited ttl: 
19 (1) Maintaining and managing related records and dattr. 
20 (2) Mtlnitering and appm, ing courses. 
21 (g) The beaid shttll adtlpt tegulations as neeessaiy fut 
22 inlplementatien ef this section. 
23 (h) A licensed psy ehelegist shall choose eentim1ing edneation 
24 mstrnetien that is related ttl the assessment, diagnosis, and 
25 inter.entien for the client pepttlatien being served tlf te the fields 
26 of psyehelegy in which the psyeholegist intends to prtllfide 
27 set' ices, that may inelnde ne>ii theeretiettl approaches, research, 
28 and applied teehniqnes. Continuing edneation instruction shall 
29 inehide reqnir:ed etlurses specified in snbdivisien (d). 
3 0 (i) A psy ehelogist shttll net practice outside his er her particular 
31 field OI fields efeempetettee as established by his tlrher edneation; 
32 training, eentiooing edneatien, and experience. 
33 f:i1 
34 (f) The administration of this section may be funded through 
35 professional license fees and continuing education provider and 
36 course approval fees, or both. The fees related to the administration 
3 7 of this section shall not exceed the costs of administering the 
38 corresponding provisions of this section. 
39 (kJ 
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(g) Continuing-etltteMitmprofessional development credit may 
be approved for those licensees who serve as~ 
ttn) exa:millitti6ft1lttl'Stlanl to Seetion 2947, sttbjeet tolimittttiofts 
esfablished by the bo!lffi. selected participants in an exam 
development or enforcement related function for the board. 

([) This seetiofi shall beeome opentlhe oo Ittfittary I, 2GG4. 
SECTION 1. 
SEC. 6. Section 2920 of the Business and Professions Code is 

amended to read: 
2920. (a) The Board of Psychology shall enforce and 

administer this chapter. The board shall consist of nine members, 
four ofwhom shall be public members. 

(b) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2021, 
and as of that date is repealed. 

(c) Notwithstanding any other law, the repeal of this section 
renders the board subject to review by the appropriate policy 
committees of the Legislature. · 

SEC. 2. 
SEC. 7. Section 2933 of the Business and Professions Code is 

amended to read: 
2933. (a) Except as provided by Section 159.5, the board shall 

employ and shall make available to the board within the limits of 
the funds received by the board all personnel necessary to carry 
out this chapter. The board may employ, exempt from the State 
Civil Service Act, an executive officer to the Board ofPsychology. 
The board shall make all expenditures to carry out this chapter. 
The board may accept contributions to effectuate the purposes of 
this chapter. 

(b) This section shall remain in effect only untilJanuary 1, 2021, 
and as of that date is repealed. 

SEC. 8. Section 2934.1 is added to the Business and Professions 
Code, to read: 

2934.1. (a) The board may post on its Internet Web site the 
following information on the current status of the license for all 
current and former licensees: 

(I) Whether or not the licensee has a record ofa disciplinary 
action. 

(2) Any of the following enforcement actions or proceedings 
against the licensee: 

(A) Temporary restraining orders. 
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(B) Interim suspension orders. 
(C) Revocations, suspensions, probations, or limitations on 

practice ordered by the board or by a court with jurisdiction in 
the state, including those made part ofa probationary order, cease 
practice order, or stipulated agreement. 

(D) Accusations filed by the board, including those accusations 
that are on appeal, excluding ones that have been dismissed or 
withdrawn where the action is no longer pending. 

(E) Citations issued by the board. Unless withdrawn, citations 
shall be postedfor five years from the date ofissuance. 

(b) The board may also post on its Internet Web site all of the 
following historical information in its possession, custody, or 
control regarding all current andformer licensees: 

(1) Institutions that awarded the qualifYing educational degree 
and type ofdegree awarded. 

(2) A link to the licensee's professional Internet Web site. 
(c) The board may also post other information designated by 

the board in regulation. 
SEC. 9. Section 2947 ofthe Business and Professions Code is 

repealed. 
2947. The bmtrd may appoint qualified per~Oil~ to gil e the 

whole or any portion of atty exam:irtation pro tided for in this 
ehapt~e~ignated as eommi~~iOI!erB on examination. 
A eonnnissioner on examination need not be a member of the 
board but he or she shall ha, e the same qna:lifieati<Jns a~ a member 
e>f the be>ard, ineluding the>se set forth in Chapter 6 (commencing 
"i1h Section 450) e>f Divi~ion 1. The be>atd may al~e> appoint 
occasional pmfussiona:l ee>mmissioners fur ~hort-term ~eeified 
perie>ds to assist in its nonpoliey v1orldoad. 

Pnblie eonnnissi<Jners may examine and e•a:inate candidates-in 
areas e>f kne>nledge sneh as the law, ethics, and av?areness of 
eomnmnity resource~. 

SEC. I 0. Section 2988.5 is added to the Business and 
Professions Code, to read: 

2988.5. (a) The board may issue, upon an application 
· prescribed by the board and payment of a fee not to exceed 

seventy-jive dollars ($75), a retired license to a psychologist who 
holds a current license issued by the board, or one capable of 
being renewed, and whose license is not suspended, revoked, or 
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otherwise restricted by the board or subject to discipline under 
this chapter. 

(b) The holder ofa retired license issued pursuant to this section 
shall not engage in any activity for which an active license is 
required. A psychologist holding a retired license shall be 
permitted to use the title ''psychologist, retired" or "retired 
psychologist." The designation ofretired shall not be abbreviated 
in anyway. 

(c) A retired license shall not be subject to renewal. 
(d) The holder ofa retired license may apply to obtain an active 

status license as follows: 
(1) Ifthat retired license was issued less than three years prior 

to the application date, the applicant shall meet all ofthe following 
requirements: 

(A) Has not committed an act or crime constituting grounds for 
denial or discipline ofa license. 

(B) Pays the renewal fee required by this chapter. 
(C) Completes the continuing professional development required 

for the renewal of a license within two years of the date of 
application for restoration. 

(D) Complies with the fingerprint submission requirements 
established by the board. 

(2) Where the applicant has held a retired license for three or 
more years, the applicant shall do all ofthe following: 

(A) Submit a complete application for a new license. 
(B) Take and pass the California Psychology Law and Ethics 

Examination. 
(C) Pay all fees required to obtain a new license. 
(D) Comply with the fingerprint submission requirements 

established by the board. 
(E) Be deemed to have met the educational and experience 

requirements ofsubdivisions (b) and (c) ofSection 2914. 
(F) Establish that he or she has not been subject to denial or 

discipline ofa license. 
SEC. 11. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant 

to Section 6 ofArticle XIIIB ofthe California Constitution because 
the only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school 
district will be incurred because this ac;t creates a new crime or 
infi'action, eliminates a crime or irifraction, or changes the penalty 
for a crime or infraction, within the meaning ofSection 17556 of 
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1 the Government Code, or changes the definition ofa crime within 
2 the meaning of Section 6 of Article XIII B of the California 
3 Constitution. 
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