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California Board of Psychology
Attn: Telepsychology Committee
1625 N. Market Blvd., Ste. N-215
Sacramento, CA 95834

Re:  Jurisdictional Input Regarding PSYPACT
Dear Committee Members:

[ appreciate the solicitation to provide jurisdiction specific input in connection with the committee’s
review and possible action on PSYPACT model legislation.

PSYPACT was adopted by Texas during the 86th Legislature (H.B. 1501) and while the compact is still
relatively young, it is showing great promise for both citizens and providers alike. With a provider ratio
of 5,439 residents for every psychologist licensed in this state, Texas adopted PSYPACT as one of the
many tools intended to address our mental health workforce shortage. As a result of PSYPACT, an
additional 1,708 psychologists are now eligible to deliver services (i.e., telehealth or temporary in-person
services) to the residents of Texas, and this number is expected to continue to grow.

Candidly, I receive numerous emails from California licensees inquiring about the delivery of telehealth

services in Texas, and I am sure this line of inquiry is not a one-way street. Simply based on the volume
of inquiries the Council receives, it is reasonable to think that if PSYPACT were adopted by California it
would further expand the number of providers available to Texas and California residents alike.

Lastly, in an effort to preempt any concerns about the potential for public harm by out-of-state providers,
I would note that my agency has not received any complaints regarding the delivery of services by out-of-
state providers practicing under compact authority. Moreover, the lack of harm to the public by compact
providers thus far, together with the historical data for out-of-state providers who have practiced under a
temporary license in this state, lead me to believe the risk of public harm in the future will remain
negligible.

Again, I would like to thank you for the opportunity to provide input about Texas’ experience with
PSYPACT thus far. I would be happy to speak with the committee or its members if you have any
additional questions. If you wish to speak with me via the phone, I will provide my direct contact
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information to Jonathan Burke, the Assistant Executive Officer for the board, who can then share the
information with the individual board or committee members.

Sincerely,

Darrel D. Spinks
Executive Director
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23 April 2021

Stephen Phillips, JD, PsyD

Chair, Board of Psychology Telepsychology Committee
1625 North Market Blvd., Suite N-215

Sacramento, CA 95834

Dear Dr. Phillips:

We understand that the California Board of Psychology is in the process of considering the
adoption of PSYPACT, the interstate compact for licensed psychologists. As you deliberate, we
wish to express our concern regarding this seemingly beneficial response to the increased
demand for telementalhealth services and mental health services in general. In our view, while
California’s adoption of PSYPACT would allow for increased flexibility and access in many
cases, it represents, overall, a significant blow to equitable access, not only in the State of
California, but nationwide.

Our organization represents thousands of psychologists, social workers, Marriage and Family
therapists and other mental health professionals, including hundreds of California practitioners,
as well as over seventy organizations, non-profits and training programs, many of which are
located in your state or which have a substantial membership of California psychologists. We
are a voice for psychotherapy, and are dedicated to advocating for psychotherapy access,
especially for those in greatest need. As that voice, we wish to alert you to the potentially
stultifying effect PSYPACT stands to have upon the practice of professional psychology in
general, as well as upon mental health treatment as it is practiced in your state.

As you may recognize, there has been an increasing press over the past decade to consolidate
regulatory control under the banner of non-governmental professional organizations that aim to
supersede regional accreditations and states’ capacities to determine the contours of professional
practice as tailored to local need. The so-called Model Licensing Act, put forward by the
American Psychological Association, represents one such effort in its attempt to mandate that a
single accrediting body, its own, determine how psychology should be taught, researched and
practiced in every corner of the US. Given the growing role of telehealth in our increasingly
mobile culture, the adoption of PSYPACT nation-wide would be a de facto embrace of this
restrictive Act, and would represent a step towards further dissolving the protective firewall
between organizations serving the professions and licensing bodies serving the public good.

At stake is the capacity of the graduates of some of this country’s most innovative and
progressive regionally-accredited psychology training programs to practice within the scope of



their expertise, while their peers from APA-accredited programs will be able to attain what
amounts to a more flexible and desirable licensure status. This would not simply affect the
wellbeing of the thousands of graduates of regionally-accredited psychology programs in
California, or even that of patients who could benefit from the continuity of care afforded by
telehealth if they re-locate. As you know, the graduates of these regionally-accredited programs
are both more likely to stay in-state and more likely to be employed in community mental health
and other settings in which disenfranchised groups are often served. They have increased
exposure to the underserved in the course of their training as a result of the more community-
clinic-friendly accreditation standards afforded by regional regulating bodies for internships and
post-docs, and, in turn, clinics that are more financially vulnerable have relied upon these
trainees to help them meet the needs of their communities, both before and after training ends.

Thanks to the protective oversight offered by the California Board of Psychology, these
regionally-accredited California programs are viewed as engines of diversity within the field of
academic clinical psychology, offering training that reflects a broad, humanistic — and rigorous —
interpretation of the clinical science of psychology. In fact, the accreditation rubrics offered by
the American Psychological Association have increasingly been concerning to those who have
bemoaned a spreading monoculture within APA-approved programs, as expressed in the attached
addendum. Rather, the culture of psychology is nurtured and enhanced by the perspectives
offered by these innovative programs, which allow for the exploration of theories and methods of
treatment that students in nationally-accredited programs often have less leeway to consider. We
don’t need to tell you that if the graduates of these programs face discrimination in their ability
to practice, the programs themselves will wither. This would constitute an irreparable loss to the
citizens of California and to the field of psychology as a whole.

There is no doubt that these are strange, disrupted and disrupting times. All of us have had to act
quickly to meet needs we could not otherwise have foreseen as the pandemic has generated
tragedy and opportunity, transformed social life and accelerated a widespread social reckoning.
Above all, the past year-and-more has thrown a spotlight on a gaping psychological distress,
which it is our urgent imperative to meet. Yet we cannot allow the urgency of the need and the
sudden flux of our social structures to result in policies that will ultimately work against the
better interests of those we serve. It is absolutely true that telehealth is here to stay, and that
accommodation must be made in order to capitalize upon its promise in the best interests of our
clients and our profession. But it is also true that our impulse to rise to the challenges we are
facing must not be exploited in the process due to pressures that the California Board of
Psychology has thus far been unique in its capacity to resist. We will continue to follow the
proceedings of your committee and Board with the eager hope that California might, rather,
succeed in creating a model interjurisdictional provision that can best harness the promise of our
technological resources for the good of California, the nation, and the profession of psychology.

Sincerely,

Nancy Burke, PhD
Linda Michaels, PsyD
Janice Muhr, PhD
PsiAN Co-Chairs
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The US Department of Education periodically conducts reviews of professional accrediting
associations. At the APA’s 2016 review, several dozen professionals offered testimony
contesting its accreditation process, asserting that it was not in compliance with DoE guidelines
that mandate the teaching of a representative diversity of theories, perspectives and
methologies, since the vast majority of its approved programs are dominated, functionally
exclusively, by a CBT orientation, potentially creating a monopoly. While APA was not
sanctioned, they were required to defend, for the first time, their accrediting procedures.

The solicitation of comments at this point in the current review cycle on the revised document
entitled “Modifications to Accreditation Processes” has aroused little attention in the APA
community because it requests input into terminological and procedural minutiae while failing
to provide a forum for substantive discussion of the impact of the APA’s accreditation standards
for educational programs and their implementation. Were the APA to have acted in good faith
regarding its commitments to transparency and to its claim to represent all psychologists,
particularly in light of the concerns raised at its previous hearing, such substantive discussion
would have been invited during the months leading up to the APA’s periodic review at the DoE.
By neglecting to inform the broader community of psychologists of this review, and by failing to
engage them beforehand, the APA foreclosed upon an opportunity to fulfill its ethical
imperative to represent a vision of psychology education that is truly diverse.

Instead, the APA quietly reaffirmed its commitment to accreditation standards that allow for
the constriction of psychology to a monoculture which increasingly appears to rest upon a
singular, and to our minds, singularly impoverished, view of science and practice. While its
accreditation documents acknowledge the need to respect the diversity of psychology’s
practitioners and clients, if not as explicitly its cultures and methods, the supremacism of
“evidence-based” approaches and the requirements for teaching them leave little room, and
even less good-will, let alone respect, for the developmental cultivation of a plurality of
sciences and their accompanying pluralities of evidence, methods, outcomes and empiricisms.

Rather, these programs have monopolized both teaching and research in psychology
departments, effectively disenfranchising the perspectives that psychology needs in order to
maintain itself as a human science. In numerous ways, these continued reaffirmations of
psychology as natural science, especially regarding understanding and addressing human
psychological experience, reflect patterns of epistemological violence[1] which are harmful to
the field as a whole, but especially to minority communities, whose continued marginalized
status is further reinforced by a science based exclusively on “normative” measures,



assessments, and treatments that have often been used to their detriment[2]. While we have a
century and more of evidence that therapies of depth, insight and relationship ameliorate
suffering and transform lives, we have a similarly extensive accumulation of evidence to suggest
that “science,” without its moral compass, its routine interrogation of reductionism and its
appreciation of the complexities, ambiguities and creative possibilities of lived experience, can
easily be perverted in the service of instrumentalism, economic interest and, worst of all,
supremacy at all levels.

To those who claim that APA does, indeed, promote such diversity in their accreditation
standards, we suggest you turn to the outcome data yielded by the implementation of these
standards, which indicate, for example, that there are no advertisements for psychoanalytic or
humanistic faculty positions in the APA’s flagship publication, commensurate with the number
of supportive articles on those topics in that same journal. Further, a current search of
advertisements for faculty position on PsychCareers, an APA search engine, demonstrates that
none of the positions in APA academic institutions in the U.S. specifically seek faculty expertise
in psychodynamic, psychoanalytic, or humanistic psychology (i.e., orientations that are
represented by large numbers of APA members) while there are dozens of currently available
“behavioral,” “cognitive-behavioral,” “cognitive,” and “evidence based” positions. Moreover,
gualitative or human science approaches are nearly absent in these job calls, while academic
experts in statistics are among the most commonly desired by programs supposedly dedicated
to the teaching of psychology practice. We should add that the CoA’s reluctance to reveal
information about how programs self-identify (as scientist-practitioner, scholar-practitioner,
etc.) further impedes open and honest discussion of this situation.

We do not need to tell you that psychology’s efforts to serve the public have, for the most part,
failed. Despite a century and more of supposed innovations in treatment, rates of emotional
distress have not evidenced psychology’s success, as a body of knowledge or a method. We
urge you to engage, as a valued aspect of preparation for all future reviews by both DoE and
CHEA, in a critical re-evaluation of your teaching programs and their actual practices by
soliciting the insights of those who have substantive perspectives from the margins. We look
forward to the day when APA truly represents all psychology, and we stand ready to help it
reach that goal.

[1] Teo, Thomas (2010). What is Epistemological Violence in the Empirical Social Sciences?
Social and Personality Psychology Compass 4/5 (2010): 295-303, 10.1111/j.1751-
9004.2010.00265.x

[2]Guthrie, R. (2003) Even the Rat was White: A Historical View of Psychology. New York:
Pearson.

Sincerely,

Todd DuBose, PhD, tdubose@thehicagoschool.edu
Courtney Alex Hartman, PsyD courtney.hartman7@gmail.com
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Stanley Messer, Ph.D. smesser@gsapp.rutgers.edu
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Dr. Carolyn Shoshana Fershtman PhD, drshoshanaf@gmail.com
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llene Ava Serlin, PhD, iserlin@ileneserlin.com

Marie-Even Morisette, DPs, memorisette@hotmail.com

Ludovigue Dubourg, PhD, ludovique.dubouorg@gmail.com

Calla Belkin, PsyD, celkin@wi.edu
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CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE

OF INTEGRAL STUDIES

April 23, 2021

Stephen Phillips, JD, PsyD

Chair, Board of Psychology Telepsychology Committee
1625 North Market Blvd., Suite N-215

Sacramento, CA 95834

Dear Dr. Phillips,

I am writing as the Chair of the PsyD Department at the California Institute of Integral
Studies (CIIS), in regard to the Board of Psychology’s potential adoption of the Psychology
Interjurisdictional Compact (PSYPACT). It is our understanding that a Telepsychology
Committee has been convened to review the PSYPACT’s potential benefits, conflicts, or
negative impacts to the citizens of California.

One of our professors Dr. Andrew Harlem has also sent a letter to the Board and we would
like to add our support to his letter and its intent. Our intent is to point the Committee to
the devastating impact for thousands of California licensees and hundreds of students who
are currently earning their credentials to practice in the State.

We believe that the adoption of PSYPACT would place our students at a severe
disadvantage within the psychology marketplace. Most of our students work in community
mental health settings with socio-economically disadvantaged individuals, minority
communities, and marginalized groups. Our school, department and clinicians have always
been at the forefront of social justice in psychology education and practice. We believe the
public is best served by multiple voices, approaches and interventions. We are committed
to the creation of new methodologies, innovative approaches, and culturally appropriate
interventions.

We believe that California must continue to be committed to valuing and protecting
educational models that integrate new areas and meet the specific needs of California
residents. As stated in state law below:

§ 2914. Section 2 states: No educational institution shall be denied
recognition as an accredited academic institution solely because its program
is not accredited by any professional organization of psychologists, and
nothing in this chapter or in the administration of this chapter shall require
the registration with the board by educational institutions of their
departments of psychology or their doctoral programs in psychology.



Our sister universities and colleges will also be deeply impacted by this implementation.
Some of them are the following:

Antioch University (Santa Barbara),

Pacifica Graduate Institute

Saybrook University

Sophia University

The Chicago School of Professional Psychology (Applied Clinical Psychology)
The Chicago School of Professional Psychology (Clinical Forensic Psychology)
California Southern University.

Together we produce hundreds of graduates every year and provide tens of thousands of
clinical hours in Californians through the public mental health system.

Through this year of a global pandemic, it now seems that a large portion of psychological
services will occur electronically. It is likely that psychologists are going to depend
increasingly upon telehealth to earn a living and might very well become a requirement of
California’s psychological licensure. In this circumstance we see our institution and
students as being unnecessarily discriminated against if PSYPACT is carried through as
planned.

Signing on to an agreement that so clearly discriminates against thousands of psychologists
in the State, lays the groundwork for a system that is unfair in both its principle and its
eventual impact.

We urge the Board to act in accordance with its primary mission of ensuring fairness and
equity among its licensees and the State’s educational institutions.

Sincerely,

Rene Dumetz Ph.D. '
Chair Clinical Psychology Department,
Admissions Chair.

rdumetz(@ciis.edu

CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE
OF INTEGRAL STUDIES
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From: bopmail@DCA

To: Rivera, Cristina@DCA

Cc: Burke, Jonathan@DCA; Glasspiegel, Jason@DCA

Subject: FW: Complaint about April 30th Vote on PSYPACT telemedicine guidelines
Date: Wednesday, April 28, 2021 3:30:59 PM

From: Shelley Diamond, Ph.D. <drdiamond@drshelleydiamond.com>

Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2021 3:25 PM

To: bopmail@DCA <bopmail@dca.ca.gov>

Subject: Complaint about April 30th Vote on PSYPACT telemedicine guidelines

[EXTERNAL]: drdiamond@drshelleydiamond.com

CAUTION: THIS EMAIL ORIGINATED OUTSIDE THE DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS!
DO NOT: click links or open attachments unless you know the content is safe.
NEVER: provide credentials on websites via a clicked link in an Email.

Dear Dr. Phillips and California Board of Psychology,

| am very disturbed to hear that on April 30th, 2021, the
Board of Psychology is considering accepting guidelines
proposed by PSYPACT, a interjurisdictional organization
that has designed standards for psychologists providing
telemedicine. If approved, PSYPACT restricts
telemedicine psychotherapy to psychologists who
attended APA-approved programs ONLY. Graduates of
regionally accredited doctoral programs could become
indefinitely restricted from providing telemedicine
psychotherapy as a result.

It is inappropriate to assume that only APA-approved
programs can adequately train psychologists to do
telemedicine without any evidence to that effect. There is
no evidence that currently licensed psychologists from
APA-approved schools have already received training in
telemedicine.

It would make more sense to rule that ALL licensed
psychologists, regardless of where they went to school,
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get specific training in telemedicine.

| graduated from Saybrook Graduate School in 2005,
earned my license in 2006, and have been in private
practice for 15 years. Under these new guidelines |
would be restricted from doing telemedicine
psychotherapy and my patients would not receive the
care they need.

The Board is supposed to be protecting patients from
harm but this change would hurt my patients who have
been relying on me to provide services during a
pandemic. | hope the Board votes NO and continues to
focus on monitoring complaints from patients regardless
of where their providers went to graduate school.

Sincerely, Shelley Diamond, Ph.D. License #PSY20818

Shelley Diamond, Ph.D. #PSY20818
www.DrShelleyDiamond.com

525 Irving Street

San Francisco CA 94122
415-263-0374

This email is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed, and may contain information that is
privileged, confidential, and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. Access to this email by anyone other than the addressee is
prohibited without prior approval. Please note that electronic communications cannot be considered either private or confidential,
although every effort will be made to provide the highest security in sending/receiving and storage of your communications.


http://www.drshelleydiamond.com/

From: bopmail@DCA

To: Rivera, Cristina@DCA

Cc: Burke, Jonathan@DCA; Glasspiegel, Jason@DCA
Subject: FW: Psychology Interjurisdictional Compact (PSYPACT)
Date: Tuesday, April 27, 2021 2:29:25 PM

Attachments: Outlook-ynfjakj4.png

From: Rene Dumetz <rdumetz@ciis.edu>

Sent: Saturday, April 24, 2021 5:03 PM

To: bopmail@DCA <bopmail@dca.ca.gov>; sphillips@dca.ca.gov
Subject: Psychology Interjurisdictional Compact (PSYPACT)

[EXTERNAL]: rdumetz@ciis.edu

CAUTION: THIS EMAIL ORIGINATED QUTSIDE THE DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS!
DO NOT: click links or open attachments unless you know the content is safe.
NEVER: provide credentials on websites via a clicked link in an Email.

Dear Dr. Phillips,

I am writing as the Chair of the PsyD Department at the California Institute of Integral Studies
(CIIS), in regard to the Board of Psychology’s potential adoption of the Psychology
Interjurisdictional Compact (PSYPACT). It is our understanding that a Telepsychology
Committee has been convened to review the PSYPACT’s potential benefits, conflicts, or
negative impacts to the citizens of California.

One of our professors Dr. Andrew Harlem has also sent a letter to the Board, and we would
like to add our support to his letter and its intent. Our intent is to point the Committee to the
devastating impact for thousands of California licensees and hundreds of students who are
currently earning their credentials to practice in the State.

We believe that the adoption of PSYPACT would place our students at a severe disadvantage
within the psychology marketplace. Most of our students work in community mental health
settings with socio-economically disadvantaged individuals, minority communities, and
marginalized groups. Our school, department and clinicians have always been at the forefront
of social justice in psychology education and practice. We believe the public is best served by
multiple voices, approaches and interventions. We are committed to the creation of new
methodologies, innovative approaches, and culturally appropriate interventions.

We believe that California must continue to be committed to valuing and protecting
educational models that integrate new areas and meet the specific needs of California
residents. As stated in state law below:

8 2914. Section 2 states: No educational institution shall be denied recognition
as an accredited academic institution solely because its program is not
accredited by any professional organization of psychologists, and nothing in
this chapter or in the administration of this chapter shall require the registration
with the board by educational institutions of their departments of psychology or
their doctoral programs in psychology.
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Our sister universities and colleges will also be deeply impacted by this implementation. Some
of them are the following:

Antioch University (Santa Barbara),

Pacifica Graduate Institute

Saybrook University

Sophia University

The Chicago School of Professional Psychology (Applied Clinical Psychology)
The Chicago School of Professional Psychology (Clinical Forensic Psychology)
California Southern University.

Together we produce hundreds of graduates every year and provide tens of thousands of
clinical hours in Californians through the public mental health system.

Through this year of a global pandemic, it now seems that a large portion of psychological
services will occur electronically. It is likely that psychologists are going to depend
increasingly upon telehealth to earn a living and might very well become a requirement of
California’s psychological licensure. In this circumstance we see our institution and students
as being unnecessarily discriminated against if PSYPACT is carried through as planned.
Signing on to an agreement that so clearly discriminates against thousands of psychologists in
the State, lays the groundwork for a system that is unfair in both its principle and its eventual
impact.

We urge the Board to act in accordance with its primary mission of ensuring fairness and
equity among its licensees and the State’s educational institutions.

Sincerely,

Dr. Rene Dumetz

CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE
OF INTEGRAL STUDIES

Rene Dumetz Ph.D.
Chair Clinical Psychology Department,

Admissions Chair.

rdumetz@ciis.edu
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From: bopmail@DCA

To: Rivera, Cristina@DCA

Cc: Burke, Jonathan@DCA; Glasspiegel, Jason@DCA
Subject: FW: psypact

Date: Friday, April 30, 2021 1:03:51 PM

From: Berne Fitzpatrick <berne@bernefitzpatrick.com>
Sent: Friday, April 30, 2021 12:53 PM

To: bopmail@DCA <bopmail@dca.ca.gov>

Cc: 'berne fitzpatrick' <berne@bernefitzpatrick.com>
Subject: psypact

[EXTERNAL]: berne@fcong.com

CAUTION: THIS EMAIL ORIGINATED OUTSIDE THE DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS!
DO NOT: click links or open attachments unless you know the content is safe.
NEVER: provide credentials on websites via a clicked link in an Email.

Hello,

As a graduate of a regionally accredited but not APA accredited school, I'm very concerned about the
BOP joining psypact in a way that would exclude me from doing telemedicine through psychpact
with potential patients that move to psycpact states. Please add me to the list of licensed
psychologists who do NOT want psypact if it excludes psychologists like myself.

Regards,

Dr. Berne Fitzpatrick

Berne Fitzpatrick, PhD
he/him
415-494-9823

berne@bernefitzpatrick.com
PSY32551
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From: Burke. Jonathan@DCA

To: Glasspiegel, Jason@DCA; Rivera, Cristina@DCA
Subject: FW: Voicing Opposition to PSYPACT Restriction of Teletherapy Services
Date: Friday, April 30, 2021 11:45:57 AM

From: Indhushree Rajan <docrajan27@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2021 11:45 AM

To: Phillips, Stephen@DCA <Stephen.Phillips@dca.ca.gov>; Burke, Jonathan@DCA
<Jonathan.Burke@dca.ca.gov>

Subject: Voicing Opposition to PSYPACT Restriction of Teletherapy Services

[EXTERNAL]: docrajan27 @gmail.com

CAUTION: THIS EMAIL ORIGINATED OUTSIDE THE DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS!
DO NOT: click links or open attachments unless you know the content is safe.
NEVER: provide credentials on websites via a clicked link in an Email.

To Whom It May Concern,

It was shocking and deeply disturbing to learn of PSYPACT's proposal to ban clinicians who have
graduated from regionally accredited institutions from practicing teletherapy. | am a graduate of
Pacifica Graduate Institute's clinical doctoral program, and as a licensed psychologist | serve many
vulnerable populations through teletherapy. | see elderly Medicare clients, survivors of complex
trauma, survivors of human trafficking, and many clients from diverse, poorer communities, all of
whom would not be able to receive therapeutic support, if | was unable to provide teletherapy. Itis
particularly tragic that PSYPACT would propose these restrictions during a time when the world is
reeling from a global pandemic, which continues to threaten the most vulnerable among us, and
disproportionately, Black and Brown communities.

As healthcare providers, aren't we first called to do no harm? Shouldn't we be seeking to expand
the availability of quality care to those in need, rather than cutting it by 30%, which as | understand
it, would be the impact of this ban?

From another perspective, this proposal is illogical. | am of a high enough professional and academic
caliber to have earned a license from the California Board of Psychology to practice psychotherapy,
teletherapy, and assessment, but all of a sudden I'm not good enough to practice teletherapy,
because my school was not APA accredited? Nonsense. In fact, towards the recent renewal of my
license, | completed CEs about ethical, effective teletherapy practice, because | AM a responsible,
mindful, clinician who strives to provide the highest level of care to my clients.

Also, if  am not mistaken, isn't PSYPACT an interstate compact that was designed to allow licensed
psychologists to temporarily conduct teletherapy across state borders? What does this have to do
with my local, in-state practice of teletherapy? Why are they now empowered to police in-state
teletherapy practices?
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Within the context of the turmoil, pain, and suffering that so many communities are enduring, | think
it would be cruel and wholly unethical to adopt PSYPACT's proposal. As a licensed psychologist who
worked hard, and in good faith to complete a doctoral degree that meets BOP standards, and further
meet all state licensure standards to be able to provide psychological services in the state of
California, | think this proposal is unfair and unethical to say the least.

| strongly oppose the PSYPACT teletherapy ban, and | urge the Board of Psychology to do the same.

Sincerely,

Indhushree Rajan, Ph.D.
Licensed Clinical Psychologist, CEO
PSY30808

Direct tel: (424) 285-3547

The Conscious Life Psychological Services
433 N. Camden Dr.

4th Floor

Beverly Hills, CA.

90210

Hope and fear cannot occupy the same space. Invite one to stay.

~~Maya Angelou

SECURITY/CONFIDENTIALITY WARNING:

This email and any attachments hereto are intended solely for the individual or entity to which they are addressed.
This communication may contain information that is privileged, confidential, or exempt from disclosure under
applicable Federal Law (HIPAA) e.g., personal health information, research data and/or financial information.
Because this email has been sent without encryption, individuals other than the intended recipient may be able to
view the information, forward it to others or tamper with the information without my knowledge or consent. If you
are not the intended recipient, or the employee or person responsible for delivering the message to the intended
recipient, any dissemination, distribution or copying of the communication is strictly prohibited.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended
recipient(s) and may contain confidential or legally privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure
or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and
destroy all copies of this

message immediately.
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From: Burke. Jonathan@DCA

To: Glasspiegel, Jason@DCA; Rivera, Cristina@DCA
Subject: Fwd: PSYPACT and Upcoming Meetings/Decisions
Date: Friday, April 30, 2021 6:41:19 PM

Sent from my Verizon 4G LTE smartphone
Get Outlook for Android

From: drjrohdebrown@gmail.com <drjrohdebrown@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, April 30, 2021 4:27:17 PM

To: Phillips, Stephen@DCA <Stephen.Phillips@dca.ca.gov>

Cc: Burke, Jonathan@DCA <Jonathan.Burke@dca.ca.gov>
Subject: PSYPACT and Upcoming Meetings/Decisions

[EXTERNALY]: drjrohdebrown@gmail.com

CAUTION: THISEMAIL ORIGINATED OUTSIDE THE DEPARTMENT OF
CONSUMER AFFAIRS!

DO NOT: click links or open attachments unless you know the content is safe.
NEV ER: provide credentials on websites viaa clicked link in an Email.

Stephen Phillips, 1D, PsyD

Chair, Board of Psychology Telepsychology Committee
1625 North Market Blvd.,

Suite N-215

Sacramento, CA 95834

Dear Dr. Phillips and California Board of Psychology Members:

| hope this message finds you well. Some colleagues sent a letter and petition, of which | signed,
concerning the upcoming CA Board of Psychology meetings that will discuss the pros and cons of
California becoming a PSYPACT state. In the spirit of advocating for equity and inclusion, my
colleagues’ letter emphasized strong opposition against the ASPPB/PSYPACT criteria that confines
the acceptance of PSYPACT applications only to psychologists who have received their doctoral
degrees from APA accredited institutions. Should the CA Board of Psychology decide to sign on to
become a PSYPACT state, this will augment the exclusionary trend that is already occurring
nationally.

While it is acknowledged that interstate telepsychological services practices may be a desirable
outcome of PSYPACT, the fact that PSYPACT excludes those from non-APA accredited institutions is
exceedingly unfair. In this light, it seems that reaching out to ASPPB and PSYPACT would be an
important endeavor for both the CA Board of Psychology and individual psychologists to advocate
for equal opportunity in interstate telepsychological practices.
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As we know, California is a unigue state with a great number of psychologists. It is understood that
California psychologists, regardless of APA or non-APA graduate school status, may continue to offer
telepsychological services within California on an intrastate basis. This is much appreciated, since
many psychologists work with marginalized populations who may have difficulties with
transportation and/or health issues that keep them homebound. The concern is that psychologist
who value the work of telepsychology and who wish to participate in the burgeoning developments
in the field such as interstate telepsychology practices not be excluded from their peers based on
the university they attended.

| have attended some of the CA Board of Psychology meetings in the past and | have been impressed
by the open discussions and listening that has occurred. | trust that the same passion for justice that
| have observed in the past remains vibrant and that those of you on the board who will make the
final call on this important consideration will continue to advocate for the many and diverse
psychologists in California.

This has been quite a year for all of us! One thing that seems to have emerged is a deeper
acknowledgement of the illusion of separateness and a broadening ethic of care. Thank you for
taking the time to read this letter and to take these considerations into your upcoming meetings.

Sincerely,

utlet /@é«’a—ﬁﬁm/(, .0
CA PSY 20964
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April 24, 2021

Stephen Phillips, J.D., Psy.D.

Chair, California Board of Psychology Telepsychology Committee
1625 North Market Blvd., Suite N-215

Sacramento, CA 95834

RE: Upcoming Committee Agenda Item on PSYPACT

Dear Dr. Phillips,

I am submitting this letter to you on behalf of the California Psychology Internship Council
(CAPIC) Board of Directors. We would like to bring to you our concern pertaining to the
upcoming California Board of Psychology Telepsychology Committee Meeting at which the
agenda indicates the ASPPB will attend to discuss the PSYPACT with the Committee Members.

As you are aware, over the 30 years of CAPIC’s existence, our membership has and continues to
be a compilation of doctoral programs in clinical, counseling, and educational psychology, as
well as predoctoral and postdoctoral psychology internships. CAPIC is recognized in the
California Board of Psychology Rules and Regulations. Our 25 California doctoral psychology
program members are comprised of 10 that are regionally accredited institutions, and 16 which
also hold APA accreditation status.

The PSYPACT criteria as stated on their website descriptive material and eligibility criteria,
excludes licensed psychologists whose doctoral degree in psychology is not from an APA
accredited doctoral program. The CAPIC Board interprets the exclusionary criteria for
application and subsequent inclusion in participating in the PSYPACT to be discriminatory at
best. No rationale reason can be fathomed as to why the ASPPB would exclude non-APA
accredited program graduated psychologists from access to provide Telepsychotherapy services
through their PSYPACT.

Attached, please find the sections of the California Board of Psychology Rules and Regulations
which identifies two sections of the Regulations that stipulate the inclusion of doctorate
programs in psychology from a college or institution of higher education that is accredited by a
regional accrediting agency recognized by the U.S. Department of Education as valid for
licensure in our State (Article I, Chp. 6.6, 2914 (c) (1); and Title 16, Div 13.1, Article 2; 1386.2
(3)). The exclusionary criteria of the PSYPACT as currently written would have a direct
deleterious impact and would diminish professional opportunities for a significant number of
licensed California psychologists that meet State of California licensure criteria.
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Of potential concern would be whether the Board of Psychology accepting and implementing the
PSYPACT in our State of California be viewed as a restraint on trade on those psychologists
excluded. Secondly, we anticipate significant financial damages due to those excluded based on
an interference with business advantage. In addition, it is of concern that a conflict of interest
may be inherent to the PSYPACT process as it may be viewed as self-serving. ASPPB and the
APA may collect fees from applicants and other funding streams that would make it more
profitable to promulgate an inclusion-only of APA accredited program graduate licensed
psychologists.

Perhaps more importantly is what appears to be a lack of respect for the quality and range of
educational opportunities which PSYPACT criteria does not seem to honor. Our State has a rich
history of diversity of its residents which is reflected in both the consumers of psychological
services as well as those who seek to acquire the commensurate education leading to licensure as
a psychologist. It would seem counter to what our great State holds dear to entertain a program
that would undermine the values related to diversity of persons and opportunities.

The California Psychology Internship Council Board respectfully requests the Telepsychology
Committee consider our significant concerns for the various reasons stated above. We are
requesting an opportunity to formally address our concerns with the Committee prior to the
Committee taking any action. Please feel free to contact me directly if I can be of any assistance
(mobile (818) 917-7080).

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

Melodie R. Schaefer, Psy.D.

Chair, California Psychology Internship Council Board

Attachment

Cc: CAPIC Board of Directors
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CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS
BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL CODE
GENERAL PROVISIONS

ARTICLE I; Chapter 6.6 - PSYCHOLOGISTS; GENERAL PROVISIONS;

2914. Applicant’s requirements Each applicant for licensure shall comply with all of the
following requirements: (a) Is not subject to denial of licensure under Division 1.5 (commencing
with Section 475). (b) Possess an earned doctorate degree (1) in psychology, (2) in educational
psychology, or (3) in education with the field of specialization in counseling psychology or
educational psychology. Except as provided in subdivision (h), this degree or training shall be
obtained from an accredited university, college, or professional school. The board shall make the
final determination as to whether a degree meets the requirements of this section. (c)(1) On or
after January 1, 2020, possess an earned doctorate degree in psychology, in educational
psychology, or in education with the field of specialization in counseling psychology or
educational psychology from a college or institution of higher education that is accredited
by a regional accrediting agency recognized by the United States Department of Education.
Until January 1, 2020, the board may accept an applicant who possesses a doctorate degree in
psychology, educational psychology, or in education with the field of specialization in
counseling psychology or educational psychology from an institution that is not accredited by an
accrediting agency recognized by the United States Department of Education but is approved to
operate in this state by the Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education. (2) Paragraph (1) does
not apply to any student who was enrolled in a doctoral program in psychology, educational
psychology, or in education with the field of specialization in counseling psychology or
educational psychology at a nationally accredited or approved institution as of December 31,
2016. (3) No educational institution shall be denied recognition as an accredited academic
institution solely because its program is not accredited by any professional organization of
psychologists, and nothing in this chapter or in the administration of this chapter shall
require the registration with the board by educational institutions of their departments of
psychology or their doctoral programs in psychology. (4) An applicant for licensure trained in
an educational institution outside the United States or Canada shall demonstrate to the
satisfaction of the board that he or she possesses a doctorate degree in psychology that is
equivalent to a degree earned from a regionally accredited university in the United States or
Canada. These applicants shall provide the board 109 Bus. & Prof. Code Bus. & Prof. Code
BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGY with a comprehensive evaluation of the degree performed by a
foreign credential evaluation service that is a member of the National Association of Credential
Evaluation Services (NACES), and any other documentation the board deems necessary.

CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS

TITLE 16 PROFESSIONAL AND VOCATIONAL REGULATIONS

Division 13.1, Article 2; 1386.2

(3) No educational institution shall be denied recognition as an accredited academic
institution solely because its program is not accredited by any professional organization of



®f\e CAPIC
.“(V ‘ :API( : P.O. Box 642
) ¢ - Lafayette, California 94549
'4 INTERNSHIP G Telephone 925-549-3808
psychologists, and nothing in this chapter or in the administration of this chapter shall require

the registration with the board by educational institutions of their departments of psychology or
their doctoral programs in psychology.



April 30, 2021
Dear Dr. Stephen Phillips,

I am writing in response to the recent announcement regarding guidelines between the
BOP and PSYPACT that would effectively permit only clinicians from APA schools to
conduct telehealth with patients in the state of California. This proposal is horrifying
and negligent as it would impact hundreds of thousands of clinicians from non-APA
schools and their patients, which, collectively, could account to a million individual
lives impacted.

This proposal would impact most people, but specifically our most vulnerable, people
of color, and those marginalized due to personal and/or social inflictions of suffering.
My caseload alone speaks to this population. A world-wide pandemic that has ravaged
our patients has left them alone, fearful to be in contact with a clinician, yet desperate
for care. Telehealth has allowed me to support them to create a more psychologically
sound life. These clients have expressed interest in continuing with telehealth as it has
saved their lives and are grateful for the option. Hence, a licensed clinician with years
of training from a non-APA school can help individuals as effectively as those from
APA schools, using these online platforms.

There are those individuals who will always require telehealth such as those who are
escaping intimate partner violence (IPV). Currently, telehealth has allowed me to work
with a client in a potentially lethal IPV dynamic escape her living situation and file
various legal suits. In conjunction with her legal team, we have been able to establish a
plan and provide excellent emotional care for this individual. As this person’s ex-
partner put multiple trackers on this individual, it is no doubt that telehealth can be a
key to supporting these kinds of cases where perpetrators could impact patients and
even clinicians through tracking. To eliminate non-APA school clinicians, this will no
doubt leave thousands of individuals and their children in harm’s way.

I, humbly, request that the board consider the quantity and quality of people that
would be impacted by this. The world has changed, and our board needs to meet the
demands of our time. The argument that APA-schooled clinicians know more about
telehealth or have some greater set of wisdom regarding this platform than non-APA
individuals hold no merit. Furthermore, I do find it odd and highly concerning at the
ethical and legal level that such issues would be happening at the doctoral level yet are
not being proposed by the board of behavioral sciences (BBS). It leads many to assume
a political nature to this. Such changes, as it impacts possibly millions, if we account
clinicians and patients, should be done through public dialogue and not in privacy.

I thank you in advance for your work in supporting patients. I appreciate you reading.
I implore your consideration in securing telehealth is made accessible to all clinicians
for the benefit of all patients.

Sincerely,

Dr. Diana Rivera



From: Burke. Jonathan@DCA

To: Rivera, Cristina@DCA; Glasspiegel. Jason@DCA
Subject: FW: PSYPACT Adoption May 7th

Date: Monday, May 3, 2021 8:20:52 AM
Attachments: BOP PSYPACT Letter.pdf

Petition Sianatures.pdf

From: Charles Eckhart <charleseckhartphd@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2021 10:36 PM

To: Burke, Jonathan@DCA <Jonathan.Burke@dca.ca.gov>; Phillips, Stephen@DCA
<Stephen.Phillips@dca.ca.gov>

Subject: PSYPACT Adoption May 7th

[EXTERNAL]: charleseckhartphd@gmail.com

CAUTION: THIS EMAIL ORIGINATED OUTSIDE THE DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS!
DO NOT: click links or open attachments unless you know the content is safe.
NEVER: provide credentials on websites via a clicked link in an Email.

Hello Dr. Phillips and Dr. Burke,

We are writing in concern of the BOP's consideration of PSYPACT. Included in this email for your
review is a letter regarding our concerns, and a list of 399 petition signatures of concerned California
Psychologists, and graduate students.

Thank you for your consideration. If we can clarify our position or worries about PSYPACT, please let
us know. Charles Eckhart, PhD will be in attendance on our behalf on Friday the 7th with an updated
petition list.

Warm regards,
Charles Eckhart, PhD
Oksana Yakushko, PhD
Nancy Burke, PhD

Charles Eckhart, PhD

he/him/his

Pacifica Graduate Institute
Adjunct Faculty

Registered Psychological Assistant
805-364-2826

Santa Barbara, CA
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Stephen Phillips, JD, PsyD

Chair, Board of Psychology Telepsychology Committee
1625 North Market Blvd., Suite N-215

Sacramento, CA 95834

Dear Dr. Phillips and Members of the Board of Psychology,

We are writing to express our concern regarding the Board of Psychology’s decision to consider
participation in PSYPACT, the interstate compact for licensed psychologists. It is our
understanding that the board has decided to review the proposed guidelines for telemedicine set
forth in PSYPACT at its meeting on Friday 30 April. While many states have thus far approved
PSYPACT’s guidelines, we see this proposal as a threat to equity, for patients/consumers of
psychological services, for the many psychologists educated at regionally-accredited doctoral
programs, and for regionally-accredited doctoral programs themselves, many of which are
located in our state.

We are especially concerned that PSYPACT’s standards are inclusive of only those psychologists
who graduated from APA-accredited doctoral programs. As you know, this excludes a substantial
number of psychologists and doctoral students in the state of California who graduated from
regionally-accredited programs. We view the APA requirement as a threat to diversity in the field
of clinical psychology both regarding access to clinical services and regarding training,
supervision, and clinical work, in the ways we outline below:

First, limiting consumer access to only those psychologists who graduated from APA-accredited
schools has serious implications. Regionally-accredited doctoral programs are, by our estimate,
responsible for the education of at least 30% of the clinical psychologists in California.. Cutting
numerous fully-licensed psychologists who train and practice in this state out of the available
pool of telemedicine providers will dramatically limit both the availability and the range of
services, likely leaving consumers unable to access care when they need it most. Meanwhile,
students who graduate from regionally-accredited programs are more likely to stay in state after
graduation, and are more likely to provide counseling services directly to diverse members of our
communities. For example, many of the trainees and graduates of these non-APA programs offer
much-needed support to those clinics and organizations that provide the majority of clinical care
to marginalized and underserved people. Disqualifying these licensed psychologists from
providing telemedicine psychotherapy is a particularly serious threat to patients who are now
working virtually with these providers, as well as to the many who require such help but have, as
yet, been unable to access it. In short, such standards put consumers’ well-being, health and
safety in peril.

Second, adoption of PSYPACT’s interjurisdictional proposal limits diversity in the theoretical
orientations of psychologists as well as in the range of programs in which they train. Whereas
APA accreditation efforts over the past decades have moved mainstream psychology toward a
mono-theoretical orientation in a majority of doctoral training programs (Levy & Anderson,





2013), numerous non-APA-approved programs, many of them in California, have maintained a
long-standing and vital commitment to diversity in their theoretical and clinical approaches. As
you know, psychological services are most effective when multiple voices and perspectives are
available to inform them, and numerous forms of research evidence demonstrate the efficacy of
diverse forms of clinical care, despite the narrow standards and definitions set forth by APA’s
Committee on Accreditation. PSYPACT will severely restrict consumers’ access to theoretically
diverse practitioners, limiting them to working with clinicians from programs whose faculty are
nearly exclusively cognitive behavioral and behaviorally oriented, despite the significant
evidence base for humanistic, psychodynamic, family systems and other diverse approaches.
This de facto exclusion of so many theoretical traditions shrinks diversity of thought and creates
a near-monopolistic constriction of services available to consumers. Additionally, if students
perceive that their degrees will not allow them to stay adaptive and flexible in a changing clinical
environment, but rather will exclude them from providing tele-psychotherapy services, these
schools will see their enrollments decline, putting their viability in danger. Closing these schools
because of the devaluation of the degrees they grant will be a tragic blow not merely to
California patients and clinicians, but to the field of psychology as a whole.

Third, adoption of PSYPACT allows an out-of-state, non-governing professional organization to
regulate and control the standards of California’s professional psychologists. This development
has potential risks that far exceed the scope of clinical practice. Adopting PSYPACT would
essentially cede regulatory power to a guild organization whose role is to protect itself and its
members, rather than consumers and citizens. Instead, California’s psychologists should be
beholden only to its own Board of Psychology, through which we are now licensed. We view this
latest effort to encroach on the BoP’s regulatory authority as a continuation of previous attacks
on the integrity of the California licensure process. Allowing PSYPACT to decide which
psychologists can and cannot provide tele-care restricts the state’s ability to adapt to the specific
needs of the individuals and communities in our state.

The BoP’s by-laws specifically indicate that regional accreditation is sufficient for licensure;
thus, approving PSYPACT would constitute a clear violation of regulation #2914, which
stipulates that educational institutions will not be denied recognition due to a lack of
accreditation by a specific professional organization. California psychologists do not need
regulation by an out-of-state professional organization. We are a powerful community of capable
practitioners, and the regulations put forth by our state are unique to its needs. Instead, we urge
the California BoP to appreciate that its strong stance will send a clear message to APA and other
national organizations that supposedly represent clinical psychologists regarding their
exclusionary practices, their growing monoculture, their adherence to epistemologically
problematic views of “evidence,” and their continued disregard of states that adhere to a vision
of wider access to care and training.

We the undersigned urge the Board to resist the PSYPACT proposal. California has the largest
community of psychologists in the country, representing approximately 20% of the U.S. total.
The PSYPACT proposal has presented the Board with the opportunity to use its own voice for





this extensive constituency in order to ensure fairness and equity for licensees, students, and
consumers of psychological services throughout the state of California. Telehealth will certainly
be essential in the coming years, but the Board can do better than PSYPACT.

Sincerely,

Oksana Yakushko, PhD
Nancy Burke, PhD
Charles Eckhart, PhD
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Stephen Phillips, JD, PsyD

Chair, Board of Psychology Telepsychology Committee
1625 North Market Blvd., Suite N-215

Sacramento, CA 95834

Dear Dr. Phillips and Members of the Board of Psychology,

We are writing to express our concern regarding the Board of Psychology’s decision to consider
participation in PSYPACT, the interstate compact for licensed psychologists. It is our
understanding that the board has decided to review the proposed guidelines for telemedicine set
forth in PSYPACT at its meeting on Friday 30 April. While many states have thus far approved
PSYPACT’s guidelines, we see this proposal as a threat to equity, for patients/consumers of
psychological services, for the many psychologists educated at regionally-accredited doctoral
programs, and for regionally-accredited doctoral programs themselves, many of which are
located in our state.

We are especially concerned that PSYPACT’s standards are inclusive of only those psychologists
who graduated from APA-accredited doctoral programs. As you know, this excludes a substantial
number of psychologists and doctoral students in the state of California who graduated from
regionally-accredited programs. We view the APA requirement as a threat to diversity in the field
of clinical psychology both regarding access to clinical services and regarding training,
supervision, and clinical work, in the ways we outline below:

First, limiting consumer access to only those psychologists who graduated from APA-accredited
schools has serious implications. Regionally-accredited doctoral programs are, by our estimate,
responsible for the education of at least 30% of the clinical psychologists in California.. Cutting
numerous fully-licensed psychologists who train and practice in this state out of the available
pool of telemedicine providers will dramatically limit both the availability and the range of
services, likely leaving consumers unable to access care when they need it most. Meanwhile,
students who graduate from regionally-accredited programs are more likely to stay in state after
graduation, and are more likely to provide counseling services directly to diverse members of our
communities. For example, many of the trainees and graduates of these non-APA programs offer
much-needed support to those clinics and organizations that provide the majority of clinical care
to marginalized and underserved people. Disqualifying these licensed psychologists from
providing telemedicine psychotherapy is a particularly serious threat to patients who are now
working virtually with these providers, as well as to the many who require such help but have, as
yet, been unable to access it. In short, such standards put consumers’ well-being, health and
safety in peril.

Second, adoption of PSYPACT’s interjurisdictional proposal limits diversity in the theoretical
orientations of psychologists as well as in the range of programs in which they train. Whereas
APA accreditation efforts over the past decades have moved mainstream psychology toward a
mono-theoretical orientation in a majority of doctoral training programs (Levy & Anderson,



2013), numerous non-APA-approved programs, many of them in California, have maintained a
long-standing and vital commitment to diversity in their theoretical and clinical approaches. As
you know, psychological services are most effective when multiple voices and perspectives are
available to inform them, and numerous forms of research evidence demonstrate the efficacy of
diverse forms of clinical care, despite the narrow standards and definitions set forth by APA’s
Committee on Accreditation. PSYPACT will severely restrict consumers’ access to theoretically
diverse practitioners, limiting them to working with clinicians from programs whose faculty are
nearly exclusively cognitive behavioral and behaviorally oriented, despite the significant
evidence base for humanistic, psychodynamic, family systems and other diverse approaches.
This de facto exclusion of so many theoretical traditions shrinks diversity of thought and creates
a near-monopolistic constriction of services available to consumers. Additionally, if students
perceive that their degrees will not allow them to stay adaptive and flexible in a changing clinical
environment, but rather will exclude them from providing tele-psychotherapy services, these
schools will see their enrollments decline, putting their viability in danger. Closing these schools
because of the devaluation of the degrees they grant will be a tragic blow not merely to
California patients and clinicians, but to the field of psychology as a whole.

Third, adoption of PSYPACT allows an out-of-state, non-governing professional organization to
regulate and control the standards of California’s professional psychologists. This development
has potential risks that far exceed the scope of clinical practice. Adopting PSYPACT would
essentially cede regulatory power to a guild organization whose role is to protect itself and its
members, rather than consumers and citizens. Instead, California’s psychologists should be
beholden only to its own Board of Psychology, through which we are now licensed. We view this
latest effort to encroach on the BoP’s regulatory authority as a continuation of previous attacks
on the integrity of the California licensure process. Allowing PSYPACT to decide which
psychologists can and cannot provide tele-care restricts the state’s ability to adapt to the specific
needs of the individuals and communities in our state.

The BoP’s by-laws specifically indicate that regional accreditation is sufficient for licensure;
thus, approving PSYPACT would constitute a clear violation of regulation #2914, which
stipulates that educational institutions will not be denied recognition due to a lack of
accreditation by a specific professional organization. California psychologists do not need
regulation by an out-of-state professional organization. We are a powerful community of capable
practitioners, and the regulations put forth by our state are unique to its needs. Instead, we urge
the California BoP to appreciate that its strong stance will send a clear message to APA and other
national organizations that supposedly represent clinical psychologists regarding their
exclusionary practices, their growing monoculture, their adherence to epistemologically
problematic views of “evidence,” and their continued disregard of states that adhere to a vision
of wider access to care and training.

We the undersigned urge the Board to resist the PSYPACT proposal. California has the largest
community of psychologists in the country, representing approximately 20% of the U.S. total.
The PSYPACT proposal has presented the Board with the opportunity to use its own voice for



this extensive constituency in order to ensure fairness and equity for licensees, students, and
consumers of psychological services throughout the state of California. Telehealth will certainly
be essential in the coming years, but the Board can do better than PSYPACT.

Sincerely,

Oksana Yakushko, PhD
Nancy Burke, PhD
Charles Eckhart, PhD
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bosborne@mymail.ciis.edu

California Institute of Integral Studies
ClID

Pacifica Graduate institute

California Institute of Integral Studies
California Institute of Integral Studies
ClIs

California Institute of Integral Studies
California Institute of Integral Studies
California Institute of Integral Studies
California Institute of Integral Studies
California Institute of Integral Studies
Clis

California Institute of Integral Studies
California Institute of Integral Studies
CSPP

ClIs

ClIs

California Institute of Integral Studies
The Wright Institute

ClIs

California Institute for Integral Studies

California Institute of Integral Studies
California Institute of Integral Studies
California Institute of Integral Studies
California Institute Integral Studies
Institute of Transpersonal Psychology
ClIs

Pacifica Graduate Institute

ClIs
California Institute of Integral Studies

California Institute of Integral Studies

California Graduate School of Family and Marital Therapy

California Institute of Integral Studies

Meridian

Ryokan

California Institute of Integral Studies
Walden University

The Wright Institute

Newport University

California Institute of Integral Studies

Clinic-based practice;Academic/teaching
Clinic-based practice

Clinic-based practice;Private Practice
Clinic-based practice

Clinic-based practice

Clinic-based practice

Clinic-based practice;Private Practice;Academic/teaching
Clinic-based practice

Clinic-based practice

Clinic-based practice

Clinic-based practice

Clinic-based practice

Clinic-based practice;Private Practice
Clinic-based practice

Clinic-based practice;Private Practice;Academic/teaching

Private Practice

Hospital

Clinic-based practice;Academic/teaching
Clinic-based practice

Clinic-based practice;Private Practice

Clinic-based practice;Academic/teaching

Clinic-based practice

Clinic-based practice;Telehealth

Clinic-based practice;Private Practice;Academic/teaching
Clinic-based practice;Private Practice

Private Practice

Clinic-based practice

Clinic-based practice;Private Practice;Academic/teaching;Hospital
Clinic-based practice

Clinic-based practice

Private Practice

Clinic-based practice

Private Practice

Clinic-based practice;Private Practice

Clinic-based practice;Private Practice

Private Practice;State of California/CDCR

Clinic-based practice


mailto:JSample@mymail.ciis.edu
mailto:Lalaford@gmail.com
mailto:bhill788@hotmail.com
mailto:paulibarahona@gmail.com
mailto:ili@mymail.ciis.edu
mailto:Chehrzadshadman@bti.org
mailto:aottavi@mymail.ciis.edu
mailto:knakashige@mymail.ciis.edu
mailto:mjebbinghaus2@gmail.com
mailto:matthewfelisstherapy@gmail.com
mailto:jnorwood91@gmail.com
mailto:Steven.6@gmx.com
mailto:alan.ashbaugh@gmail.com
mailto:hjacobson@mymail.ciis.edu
mailto:Drcollins@bti.org
mailto:jclear@mymail.ciis.edu
mailto:Drktmdr@gmail.com
mailto:sgordo@gmail.com
mailto:ckspivey@gmail.com
mailto:ttan@wi.edu
mailto:aforman@mymail.ciis.edu
mailto:mtrzcinski@mymail.ciis.edu
mailto:afranchi@ciis.edu
mailto:shamyu@gmail.com
mailto:shendlish@gmail.com
mailto:ckrise@mymail.ciis.edu
mailto:Evi.ellias@gmail.com
mailto:drsmadams@gmail.com
mailto:pirouzrides@gmail.com
mailto:fariba.therapy@gmail.com
mailto:akeaney@umich.edu
mailto:lily@lilycardasis.com
mailto:aribrownstone@gmail.com
mailto:tehoffman@mymail.ciis.edu
mailto:cc.cavette@gmail.com
mailto:agerber@mymail.ciis.edu
mailto:sarah_holloway@berkeley.edu
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mailto:cbain@wi.edu
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mailto:bosborne@mymail.ciis.edu

Non-participating PsyPACT States

State

Input Contact

Wyoming

PSYPACT legislation was introduced during the 2020

Legislative session
https://www.wyoleg.gov/Legislation/2020/SF0037 but

failed due to heavy opposition from psychologists JoAnn Reid
licensed in the state. It was not the Board's decision not

to participate. The bill was actually brought forth by the

Wyoming Psychological Association and the Board was

neither for or against.

Louisiana

Jaime will be attending the May 7 meeting. Jaime T. Monic

Michigan

The decision to take part in PsyPACT in Michigan is up to
the state legislature, not the Board of Psychology. You
can find a copy of the Governor’s veto letter attached.

Weston Macintosh

North Dakota

Checking with their Board. Judy Vetter-Pfeifer

Mississippi

Not available on May 7 but interested in minutes of

. Stacie Sharp
meeting




STATE OF MICHIGAN
GRETCHEN WHITMER OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR GARLIN GILCHRIST 1l

GOVERNOR LANSING LT. GOVERNCR

December 30, 2020

Michigan Senate
State Capitol Building
Lansing, MI 48909-7536

Michigan House of Representatives
State Capitol Building
Lansing, MI 48909-7514

Senators and Representatives,

Today I am returning Enrolled Senate Bill 758 and Enrolled House Bill 4042 to you without
my approval. These bills would bind Michigan to the Psychology Interjurisdictional
Compact and the Nurse Licensure Compact, respectively.

The Constitution of 1963 provides that “[t]he public health and general welfare of the
people of the state are hereby declared to be matters of primary public concern. The
legislature shall pass suitable laws for the protection and promotion of the public health.”
Art. 4, sec. 51. While I value interstate cooperation, especially around issues that are
peculiarly interstate in nature, these compacts require Michigan to cede its sovereign
interest in regulating health professions to an outside body.

Forfeiting our prerogative as a state to set the standard of care required of nurses and
psychologists practicing in our state would violate the command of section 51 of article 4. I
am therefore vetoing this bill. I look forward to continuing to work with you to expand
access to quality health care for Michiganders.

Respectfully,

Gretchen Whitmer
Governor

GEORGE W. ROMNEY BUILDING + 111 SOUTH CAPITOL AVENUE -+ LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909
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