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1 MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING
2 November 6-7, 2025
3
4 Hyatt Place Riverside/Downtown
5 3500 Market Street
6 Riverside, CA 92501
7
8 Board Members Present
9 Lea Tate, PsyD, President
10  Sheryll Casuga, PsyD, CMPC
11  Marisela Cervantes, EdD, MPA
12 Mary Harb Sheets, PhD
13 Julie Nystrom
14  Ana Rescate
15
16 Board Members Absent
17  Shacunda Rodgers, PhD, Vice President
18  Seyron Foo
19
20 Board Staff
21 Jonathan Burke, Executive Officer
22  Stephanie Cheung, Licensing Manager
23 Daniel Phillips, Enforcement Manager
24 Cynthia Whitney, Central Services Manager
25 Jacklyn Mancilla, Legislative and Regulatory Affairs Analyst
26  Troy Polk, Continuing Professional Development / Renewals Coordinator
27  Shelley Ganaway, Legal Counsel
28
Thursday, November 6, 2025
29
30 Agenda Item #1: Call to Order/Roll Call/Establishment of a Quorum
31
32  Dr. Tate called the meeting to order at 9:06 a.m. A quorum was present, and due notice
33 had been sent to all interested parties.
34
35 Agenda ltem #2: President’s Welcome
36
37 Dr. Tate called for Board comment.
38
39 No Board comment was offered.
40
41  Dr. Tate called for public comment.
42
43 No public comment was offered.
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Agenda Item #3: Public Comment for Items Not on the Agenda

Dr. Tate called for public comment.

Dr. Itay Ricon-Becher commented that the Board might consider additional application
materials beyond doctoral transcripts to include training hours to obtain a broader scope
of the applicant’s preparation for licensure.

No further public comment was offered.

Agenda Item #4: Discussion and Possible Approval of the Board Meeting
Minutes: August 22, 2025

Dr. Tate introduced this item, starting on page 14 of the meeting materials.

It was (M)Nystrom(S)Casuga(C) to approve the August 22, 2025, Board Meeting
minutes.

Dr. Tate called for Board comment.
No Board comment was offered.
Dr. Tate called for public comment.
No public comment was offered.

Votes
5 ayes (Casuga, Harb Sheets, Nystrom, Rescate, Tate), 0 noes, 1 abstain (Cervantes)

Agenda Item #5: President’s Report

a) Meeting Calendar

Dr. Tate provided the update on this item, found on page 34 of the meeting materials.
Dr. Tate called for public comment.

No public comment was offered.

Agenda Item #6: Executive Officer’s Report

Mr. Burke provided the update on this item.
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Mr. Burke welcomed Daniel Phillips to his new role as Enforcement Program Manager,
following the promotion of incumbent Sandra Monterrubio to Assistant Executive Officer.

Mr. Burke confirmed that he voted yes on the ASPPB bylaws, under the authority
delegated to him by the Board at the August Board meeting.

Dr. Tate called for Board comment.
No Board comment was offered.
Dr. Tate called for public comment.
No public comment was offered.

Agenda Item #7: DCA Update

Mr. Burke provided the update on this item, explaining that DCA would normally have
sent a representative to speak on this topic.

Mr. Burke reported that there was a new Board and Bureau Relations team, with
Governor-appointed Lucia Saldivar as the Deputy Director of Board and Bureau
Relations, and Shelly Jones appointed as Assistant Deputy Director.

Dr. Tate called for Board comment.

No Board comment was offered.

Dr. Tate called for public comment.

No public comment was offered.

Agenda Item #8: Petition for Reinstatement of Surrendered License — Amy V.
Thompson, PhD.

Administrative Law Judge Thomas Heller presided. Deputy Attorney General Rebecca
Smith was present and represented the People of the State of California. Amy V.
Thompson, PhD, was present and was represented by Bruce Ebert, PhD, Esq.

Agenda Item #9: The Board Met in Closed Session Pursuant to Government Code
Section 11126(c)(3) to Discuss Disciplinary Matters Including Petitions for
Reinstatement, Modification, or Early Termination, Proposed Decisions,
Stipulations, Petitions for Reconsideration, and Remands.

CLOSED SESSION
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Agenda Item #10: Petition for Reinstatement of Surrendered License — Roberto J.

Velasquez, PhD.

Administrative Law Judge Thomas Heller presided. Deputy Attorney General Rebecca
Smith was present and represented the People of the State of California. Roberto J.
Velasquez, PhD., was present and represented himself.

[Note: The recording of the day’s proceedings was stopped between Agenda Items 10
and 11 and did not resume before the meeting adjourned for the day]

Agenda Item #11: Petition for Reinstatement of Revoked License — Jennifer M.
Chrisman, PsyD.

Administrative Law Judge Thomas Heller presided. Deputy Attorney General Rebecca
Smith was present and represented the People of the State of California. Jennifer M.
Chrisman, PsyD., was present and represented herself.

Agenda Item #12: The Board Met in Closed Session Pursuant to Government
Code Section 11126(c)(3) to Discuss Disciplinary Matters Including Petitions for
Reinstatement, Modification, or Early Termination, Proposed Decisions,
Stipulations, Petitions for Reconsideration, and Remands.

CLOSED SESSION

ADJOURNMENT OF FIRST DAY

Mr. Polk commented that attendance at the meeting today provided 6 hours of CPD
credit under Category 1.

The meeting adjourned at 4:25 p.m. without a return to open session.

Friday, November 7, 2025

Call to Order/Roll Call/Establishment of a Quorum

A quorum was present, and Dr. Tate called the meeting to order at 9:02 am.

Agenda Item #24: Election of Officers

Dr. Tate introduced Ms. Ganaway to lead the process of elections.

Dr. Casuga nominated Dr. Tate for President. There were no other nominations for
President.

Dr. Tate accepted the nomination for President.

Ms. Ganaway called for public comment.
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No public comment was offered.
Ms. Ganaway called for further Board comment.
No further Board comment was offered.

It was (M)Casuga(S)Nystrom(C) to elect Dr. Tate as Board President effective January
1, 2026.

Votes
6 Ayes (Casuga, Cervantes, Harb Sheets, Nystrom, Rescate, Tate), 0 Noes

Ms. Ganaway called for nominations for the Office of Vice President.
Dr. Casuga nominated Dr. Rodgers for Vice President.
Dr. Rodgers accepted the nomination for Vice President in absentia.

It was (M)Casuga(S)Nystrom(C) to elect Dr. Rodgers as Board Vice President effective
January 1, 2026.

Ms. Ganaway called for public comment.

No public comment was offered.

Ms. Ganaway called for Board comment.

Dr. Cervantes addressed a point of order regarding the vote for a nomination
proceeding alphabetically by Board Member name, and whether this precluded other

nominations.

Ms. Ganaway commented that a down-vote on any nomination would allow other
names to be entered for nomination.

No further Board comment was offered.

Votes
6 Ayes (Casuga, Cervantes, Harb Sheets, Nystrom, Rescate, Tate), 0 Noes

Agenda Item #22: Regulatory Update

Dr. Casuga called on Ms. Mancilla to provide the update on item 22(a), found in the
second set of Hand Carry meeting materials.
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a) 16 CCR section 1395.2 — Discussion and Possible Action on Proposed Changes to
Language to the Disciplinary Guidelines and Uniform Standards Related to Substance-
Abusing Licensees

It was (M)Tate(S)Cervantes(C) to accept the changes as written, namely to make the
psychological evaluation an optional term rather than a standard term of probation,
clarifying the two-year tolling provision, adding new provisions to allow voluntary license
surrender with reinstatement petitions permitted after three years for surrenders not
related to mental or physical iliness or one year for surrenders due to mental or physical
illness, standardizing probation terms to a consistent period of up to five years, and
shortening the time frame to secure a practice monitor from ninety to sixty days.

Dr. Casuga called for Board comment.

Dr. Harb Sheets expressed her disagreement with the provision to reduce the amount of
time to identify a practice monitor from ninety to sixty days, as well as the provision to
require a psychological evaluation as a standard condition of probation.

Ms. Mancilla commented that the original proposal was to reduce the time from ninety to
thirty days, until the Enforcement Committee offered a compromise with sixty (60) days
being standard.

Dr. Cervantes asked about situations where the probationer had not selected a practice
monitor by the end of the allowed time.

Mr. Burke commented that these instances would be considered on a case-to-case
basis.

Dr. Harb Sheets asked whether a practice monitor could meet through video rather than
in person.

Mr. Phillips commented that video meetings would be acceptable.

Dr. Tate asked whether contact would have had to have been made within the sixty
days, or whether it was sufficient for the probationer to provide the name of the practice
monitor.

Mr. Phillips replied that providing the name during that time would be sufficient.

No further Board comment was offered.

Dr. Casuga called for public comment.

Dr. Elizabeth Winkelman of California Psychological Association (CPA) commented that
she appreciated the Board’s inclusion of many of CPA’s requested revisions in the draft

of the Disciplinary Guidelines. She voiced support for increasing the amount of time up
to ninety (90) for a probationer to identify a practice monitor. She said CPA would still
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like to see the Spectrum of Administrative Actions incorporated by reference into the
Disciplinary Guidelines.

Dr. Robert Teal expressed his support for the points brought up by Dr. Winkelman,
especially the incorporation of the Spectrum of Administrative Actions. He asked the
Board to consider including a category of moderate disciplinary actions as a midpoint
between minimum and maximum actions.

No further public comment was offered.
Dr. Tate left the meeting at 9:25 am.

Ms. Nystrom asked whether it was possible to add the Spectrum of Administrative
Actions to the Disciplinary Guidelines.

Mr. Burke replied that it would be possible to do so, if the Board so desired.

The Board took a vote on the current motion that did not include the incorporation of the
Spectrum of Administrative Actions by reference.

Votes
0 Ayes (Casuga, Cervantes, Harb Sheets, Nystrom, Rescate), 5 Noes

It was (M)Harb Sheets(S)Nystrom(C) to approve the proposed regulatory text for
section 1395.2 and the form incorporated by reference [while maintaining the time
allotted to identify a practice monitor at ninety (90) days], to direct staff to submit the text
to the Director of the Department of Consumer Affairs and Business Consumer Services
and Housing Agency for review, and if no adverse comments are received, to authorize
the Executive Officer to take all the necessary steps to initiate the rulemaking process,
make any non-substantive changes to the package, such as the table of contents as
described, and set the matter for a hearing if requested. If no adverse comments are
received during the 45-day comment period and no hearing is requested, to authorize
the Executive Officer to take all the steps necessary to complete the rulemaking and
adopt the proposed regulation of section 1395.2.

Dr. Cervantes called for Board comment.
No further Board comment was offered.
Dr. Cervantes called for public comment.
No public comment was offered.

Votes
5 Ayes (Casuga, Cervantes, Harb Sheets, Nystrom, Rescate), 0 Noes
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b) 16 CCR section 1396.8 — Discussion and Possible Action on Comments Received (if
any) on Standards of Practice for Telehealth Services

Ms. Mancilla provided the update on this item, starting on page 457 of the meeting
materials.

c) 16 CCR sections 1380.3, 1381, 1381.1, 1381.2, 1381.4, 1381.5, 1382, 1382.3,
1382.4, 1382.5, 1386, 1387, 1387.1, 1387.2, 1387.3, 1387.4, 1387.5, 1387.6, 1387.10,
1388, 1388.6, 1389, 1389.1, 1391, 1391.1, 1391.3, 1391.4, 1391.5, 1391.6, 1391.8,
1391.11, and 1391.12 — Pathways to Licensure

d)16 CCR sections 1380.6, 1393, 1396, 1396.1, 1396.2, 1396.3, 1396.4, 1396.5, 1397,
1397.1, 1397.2, 1397.35, 1397.37, 1397.39, 1397.50, 1397.51, 1397.52, 1397.53,
1397.54, and 1397.55 - Enforcement Provisions

e) 16 CCR sections 1397.35, 1397.37, 1397.39, and 1937.40 - Corporations

f) 16 CCR sections 1381, 1387, 1387.10, 1388, 1388.6, 1389, and 1389.1 —
Implementation of AB 282

g) 16 CCR sections 1390 — 390.4 of Division 13.1 of Title 16 of the California Code of
Regulations — Research Psychoanalyst Regulation

Dr. Casuga called for public comment on items 22(c)-(Q).

Dr. Cervantes commented that the Board’s decision to maintain the time allowed for
identifying a practice monitor at ninety (90) days would promote more consistency in the
way staff made case-by-case determinations.

No public comment was offered.

No further Board comment was offered.

Agenda Item #14: Enforcement Report

Mr. Phillips provided the update on this item, starting on page 35 of the meeting
materials.

Dr. Harb Sheets called for Board comments.
No Board comments were offered.
Dr. Harb Sheets called for public comments.

No public comments were offered.
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Agenda Item #15: Budget Report

Ms. Mancilla provided the update on this item, starting on page 50 of the meeting
materials.

Dr. Harb Sheets called for Board comment.
No Board comment was offered.
Dr. Harb Sheets called for public comment.
No public comment was offered.

Agenda Item #16: Outreach and Communications Committee Report

a) Strategic Plan Update

Mr. Burke provided the update on this item, starting on page one of the first hand carry
packet of materials.

Dr. Harb Sheets called for Board comment.
No Board comment was offered.

Dr. Harb Sheets called for public comment.
No public comment was offered.

b) Social Media Update

Ms. Whitney provided the update on this item, starting on page 55 of the meeting
materials.

Dr. Harb Sheets asked why no data was included on the website from Licensure
Committee meetings in 2025.

Ms. Whitney explained that, unbeknownst to staff, meeting videos had not been
uploaded as before, and that staff immediately took steps to make sure all the previous
videos were uploaded.

Dr. Casuga commented that the Board could derive more data by having a presence
across multiple platforms, which would allow for strategizing outreach campaigns in the
future.
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Dr. Casuga called for Board comment.
No Board comment was offered.

Dr. Casuga called for public comment.
No public comment was offered.

c) Website Statistics Update

Ms. Whitney provided the update on this item, starting on page 57 of the meeting
materials.

No Board comments were offered.

Dr. Casuga called for public comment.
No public comments were offered.

d) Update on Newsletter

Mr. Burke provided the update on this item, starting on page 63 of the meeting
materials.

Dr. Harb Sheets called for Board comment.

No Board comment was offered.

Dr. Harb Sheets called for public comment.

No public comment was offered.

e) Outreach Activities Update

Mr. Burke provided the update on this item.

He commented that Mr. Polk attended the CPA meeting in September and answered
many questions about Continuing Professional Development. He added that staff had
attended the third annual town hall of the Association of State and Provincial

Psychological Boards (ASPPB) relating to the development of the new Integrated
Examination for the Professional Practice in Psychology (IEPPP).
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Mr. Burke commented that 25% of the responses to ASPPB’s joint task analysis
questionnaire came from California, which demonstrates that this board’s licensees will
be heard and represented.

Dr. Casuga asked whether ASPPB announced any future meetings.

Mr. Burke replied that they had not, to his knowledge. He added that, as the Board’s
delegate to the ASPPB annual meeting, he voted ‘yes’ on the proposed bylaw changes,
but voted ‘no’ on other changes he had not been authorized to make.

No further Board comment was offered.

Dr. Harb Sheets called for public comment.

No public comment was offered.

Agenda Item #17: Licensing Report

Ms. Cheung provided the update on this item, starting on page 64 of the meeting
materials.

Dr. Harb Sheets called for Board comment.

Dr. Cervantes commented on the way board staff has been able to adapt to increases in
the types and volume of applications under its authority, and that a new standard of
accomplishment has been established.

Dr. Harb Sheets called for further Board comment.

No further Board comment was offered.

Dr. Harb Sheets called for public comment.

No public comment was offered.

Agenda Item #18: Continuing Professional Development (CPD) and Renewals
Report

Mr. Polk provided the update on this item, starting on page 75 of the meeting materials.

Dr. Harb Sheets commented that all licensed Board Members are audited at each
renewal cycle. She called for Board comment.
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Dr. Casuga commented that the audit checklist form is helpful to her own recordkeeping
and that she appreciated having it, even though its use is voluntary.

Dr. Cervantes asked whether there was a graphic showing the percentage of audits that
were passed successfully, and whether there were reasons provided as to why others
failed the audit.

Mr. Polk commented that common reasons for failing an audit included completing the
required hours after the current renewal period, or that the provider was not approved
for CPD coursework.

Dr. Casuga asked Mr. Polk to explain to the public what would be considered
acceptable CPD coursework.

Mr. Polk described the qualifications for acceptable CPD providers.

Dr. Casuga asked whether this information was available on the website.
Mr. Polk confirmed that it was.

No further Board comment was offered.

Dr. Harb Sheets called for public comment.

No public comment was offered.

Agenda Item #19: Examinations Report

Ms. Cheung provided the update on this item, starting on page 88 of the meeting
materials.

Dr. Harb Sheets called for Board comment.
No Board comment was offered.
Dr. Harb Sheets called for public comment.
No public comment was offered.

Agenda Item #20: Legislative and Requlatory Affairs Update

a) Bills with Active Positions Taken by the Board

1) SB 775 (Ashby) Board of Psychology and Behavioral Sciences
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2) AB 489 (Bonta) Health care professions: deceptive terms or letters: artificial
intelligence

3) SB 470 (Laird) Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act: teleconferencing

4) SB 641 (Ashby) Department of Consumer Affairs and Department of Real Estate:
states of emergency: waivers and exemptions

5) SB 579 (Padilla) Mental health and artificial intelligence working group

6) AB 82 (Ward) Health care: legally protected health care activity

7) SB 402 (Valladares) Health care coverage: autism

8) SB 160 (Committee on Budget and Fiscal Review) Background checks

Ms. Mancilla provided the update on this item, starting on page 91 of the meeting
materials.

Dr. Casuga asked for clarification on the steps staff is currently taking on the bills with
an active position.

Ms. Mancilla explained that five of the six bills approved by the Governor require the
board to produce advisories to its licensees, and then to update all sections of the
website affected by these bills.

Mr. Burke commented that staff has procedures in place so that preliminary steps are
taken to make changes to BreEZe and communicate with stakeholders as soon as the
bill becomes effective.

Dr. Casuga asked whether these procedures could be shared with stakeholders, and
Mr. Burke confirmed that these documents do exist and were available to be shared.

Dr. Casuga called for further Board comment.

Dr. Cervantes commented that the Board should continue to monitor SB 579 (Padilla)
as well as any legislation that relates to the use of artificial intelligence in the practice of
psychology.

Mr. Burke explained the internal process by which staff determines what level of
attention any particular legislation should receive, namely whether to maintain a watch
position, or take an active support position.

Dr. Casuga commented that the shaping of legislation is a community effort, and that
the Board is always willing to consider taking positions on bills submitted by
stakeholders.

Dr. Casuga called for further Board comments.

No further Board comments were offered.
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Dr. Casuga called for public comment.
No public comment was offered.
b) Watch Bills 1) AB 81 (Ta) Veterans: mental health

Ms. Mancilla provided the update on this item, starting on page 457 of the meeting
materials.

2) AB 257 (Flora) Specialty care networks: telehealth and other virtual services

3) AB 277 (Alanis) Behavioral health centers, facilities, and programs: background
checks

4) AB 346 (Nguyen) In-home support services: licensed healthcare professional
certification

5) SB 518 (Weber Pierson) Descendants of enslaved persons: reparations

6) AB 742 (Elhawary) Department of Consumer Affairs Licensing: applicants who are
descendants of slaves

7) AB 479 (Tangipa) Criminal procedure: vacatur relief

8) AB 667 (Solache) Professions and vocations: license examinations: interpreters

Dr. Casuga called for Board comment.
No Board comment was offered.
Dr. Casuga called for public comment.
No public comment was offered.

Agenda Item #21: Legislative Items for Future Meeting

Dr. Casuga called for Board comment.
No Board comment was offered.
Dr. Casuga called for public comment.
No public comment was offered.

Agenda Item #23: Update and Discussion on the Development of the Integrated
Examination for the Professional Practice in Psycholoqy

Mr. Burke provided the update on this item, starting on page 22 of the first set of the
Hand Carry materials packet.
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Dr. Harb Sheets asked Mr. Burke for insights on how a 2027 implementation of the
IEPPP might proceed, if that is when ASPPB launches the examination.

Mr. Burke commented that any new examination would have to be scrutinized by the
Office of Professional Examination Services to ensure the test complied with current
Codes, and then there would be the legislative and regulatory process, all of which
would have to occur within a tight window of time before the examination launched.

Dr. Harb Sheets commented that one of the issues arising from the implementation of
the IEPPP would be how it changes the timeline when an individual would be authorized
to take the examination; currently, an individual can take the examination when they
complete the coursework, but ASPPB is suggesting that the IEPPP would not be taken
until all of the post-doctoral internship hours were completed.

Mr. Burke commented that the rationale for changing the law was to shorten the time
when an individual would be eligible to take the examination, since pass rates in
California were so low; it was hoped that taking the examination sooner after completing
the coursework would support a higher passing rate for California examinees.

Ms. Cheung commented that part of the delay in implementation was ASPPB’s abrupt
abandonment of the IEPPP, which caused the Board to have to revisit what it had
previously approved.

Dr. Harb Sheets stressed the importance of the Board keeping ahead of the changes
and maintaining a clear vision rather than being in reactionary mode to whatever
ASPPB decides.

Dr. Casuga commented that ASPPB should be made aware of California’s timelines,
especially considering how large a part of ASPPB’s membership is here.

Mr. Burke commented that staff could put together an implementation timeline to share
at the February 2026 Board meeting.

Dr. Harb Sheets called for further Board comment.

No further Board comment was offered.

Dr. Harb Sheets called for public comment.

Dr. Winkelman of CPA commented that CPA had sponsored AB 282 with the goal of

allowing individuals to take the examination after they had completed all of their
coursework. She said that one way to support that goal would be to allow for states to
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decide what prerequisites would be required for examination rather than having ASPPB
mandate eligibility based on their own standards.

Dr. Laura Cuba-Miller asked what was ASPPB’s intent in creating the IEPPP.
Dr. Harb Sheets explained ASPPB’s stated purpose in developing the IEPPP.
No further public comment was offered.

Agenda Item #25: Recommendations for Agenda Items for Future Board Meetings

Dr. Harb Sheets called for Board comment.

Dr. Casuga recommended that Dr. Rodgers open future meetings with a mindfulness
exercise, and also that the Board take a fresh look at PsyPact.

Dr. Harb Sheets called for public comment.

Anna Medina asked whether the Board would support psychologists prescribing in
California at some future point.

Mr. Burke commented that there were additional written public comments, which could
be found in the hand carry materials packets.

ADJOURNMENT OF SECOND DAY

Mr. Polk commented that attendance at the meeting today provided 2 hours of CPD
credit under Category 1.

The meeting adjourned at 10:43 a.m.
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