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Journa 

Explanation of Disciplinary Language 
and Actions 
Gross negligence: An extreme departure from the 
standard of care. 

Incompetence: Lack of knowledge or skills in 
discharging professional obligations. 

Public letter of reproval: Formal discipline that 
consists of a reprimand of a licensee that is a matter 
of public record for conduct in violation of the law. 

Accusation: A formal, written statement of charges. 

Stipulated settlement of decision: The case is 
formally negotiated and settled prior to hearing. 

Surrender: To resolve a disciplinary action, the 
licensee has given up his or her license, subject to 
acceptance by the Board of Psychology. 

Suspension from practice: The licensee is prohibited 
from practicing or o�ering to provide psychological 
services during the term of suspension. 

Revoked: The right to practice has ended due to 
disciplinary action. 

Revocation stayed, probation with terms and 
conditions: �Stayed� means the revocation is 
postponed. Professional practice may continue 
so long as the licensee complies with speci�c 
probationary terms and conditions. Violation of any 
term of probation may result in the revocation that 
was postponed. 
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Journa 
(continued from page 6) 

confdentiality, failing to ensure 
her registered psychological 
assistant was working solely 
in her ofce and not at other 
locations, and failed to ensure 
her psychological assistant 
maintained regular and consistent 
progress notes; engaged in 
unprofessional conduct when she 
failed to cooperate in a timely 
manner and participate in a 
board investigation; violated the 
standards of ethical conduct by 
failing to ensure her registered 
psychological assistant performed 
competently when providing 
group therapy, by disclosing 
confdential information about 
her patient without consent, 
failing to accurately document 
the clinical and fnancial records 
of her patient, and failing to 
properly assess and supervise 
her psychological assistant in the 
management of individual therapy 
provided to her patient and her 
group therapy practice. The 
surrender took efect 
March 1, 2020. 

REVOCATION 

Alan W. Downs, Ph.D. 
Psychologist License No. PSY 
23309, Beverly Hills 

Dr. Downs’s license was revoked 
after a default decision was 
entered following the fling of 
an accusation, which alleged 
that he failed to provide proof 
of completion of continuing 
education attendance certifcates 
to the Board upon request after 

being selected for a random audit. 
Dr. Downs failed to respond in any 
way to the accusation. The default 
decision and order took efect 
December 12, 2019. 

Anna Elizabeth Kendall, Ph.D. 
Psychologist License No. PSY 
19739, Los Angeles 

Dr. Kendall’s license was 
revoked after a decision was 
entered following the fling of an 
accusation, which alleged that 
she failed to comply with an order 
issued under section 820 of the 
Business and Professions Code. 
Dr. Kendall failed to appear at the 
hearing. The decision and order 
took efect February 9, 2020. 

Theodore Ken Ishida, Ph.D. 
Psychologist License No. PSY 
10125, Bakersfeld 

Dr. Ishida’s license was revoked 
after a default decision was 
entered following the fling of an 
accusation, which alleged that 
he was convicted of a crime 
substantially related to the 
qualifcations, functions or duties of 
a psychologist, and was required to 
register as a sex ofender pursuant 
to Penal Code section 290. Dr. 
Ishida failed to respond in any 
way to the accusation. The default 
decision and order took efect 
February 9, 2020. 

Nancy Y. Martinez 
Psychological Assistant 
Registration No. PSB 94023958, 
Lancaster 

Ms. Martinez’s registration was 
revoked after a default decision 
was entered following the fling 
of an accusation, which alleged 
that she committed acts of sexual 
misconduct substantially related 
to the qualifcations, functions, or 
duties of a psychologist; engaged 
in gross negligence and repeated 
negligent acts; violated the rules 
of professional conduct; and 
violated the psychology licensing 
law. The default decision and 
order took efect February 28, 
2020, after the Board denied a 
petition for reconsideration. 

Michael D. Ward, Ph.D. 
Psychologist License No. PSY 
24606, La Crescenta 

Dr. Ward’s license was revoked 
after a decision following the 
fling of an accusation, which 
alleged that he was convicted 
of crimes substantially related 
to the qualifcations, functions, 
or duties of a psychologist; 
committed acts of sexual abuse 
or sexual misconduct that are 
substantially related to the 
qualifcations, functions, or duties 
of a psychologist; and violated 
the Psychology Licensing Law by 
being required to register as a sex 
ofender pursuant to Penal Code 
section 290. The decision and 
order took efect March 28, 2020. 

(continued on page 8) 
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PSYCHOLOGY 
(continued from page 7) 

PROBATION 

Sunita Mehta Shenoy, Ph.D. 
Psychologist License No. PSY 
25554, San Francisco 

Dr. Shenoy stipulated to placing 
her license on probation for 
four years, and is subject to its 
revocation if she fails to comply 
with the terms and conditions of 
probation, after an accusation was 
fled alleging she committed gross 
negligence, dishonest acts, and 
ethical violations when she created 
and submitted false billing records 
for session dates that never 
occurred and when she failed 
to provide adequate information 
and assistance to her client for a 
referral to another psychologist. 
The decision and order took efect 
December 25, 2019. 

Kim Huong Huynh, Ph.D. 
Psychological Assistant 
Registration No. PSB 94022787, 
San Rafael 

Dr. Huynh stipulated to placing 
her license on probation for 
four years, and is subject to its 
revocation if she fails to comply 
with the terms and conditions of 
probation, after an accusation 
was fled alleging she engaged 
in unprofessional conduct that 
is substantially related to the 
practice of psychology when 
she forged the signatures of 
two supervisors on a supervised 
professional experience document 
that she submitted to the 
Board as part of the application 
process to become a licensed 
psychologist. The decision and 
order took efect January 12, 2020. 

ORDER RESTRICTING 
PRACTICE 

Vincent Shanks, Ph.D. 
Psychological Assistant 
Registration No. PSB 94020884, 
Temecula 

An order was issued pursuant to 
Penal Code section 23 against 
Dr. Shanks, prohibiting him from 
providing psychological services 
to female patients in California 
until the conclusion of the 
criminal proceeding in Riverside 
County Superior Court. The order 
superseded the January 6, 2020, 
order requiring that a chaperone 
be present any time he is with a 
female patient. The order took 
efect February 3, 2020. 
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Journa 
Regulatory Update 
Below are the Board’s pending regulatory changes 
and their status in the formal rulemaking process. 

1. Title 16, CCR Section 1391.1, 1391.2, 1391.5, 
1391.6, 1391.8, 1391.10, 1391.11, 1391.12, 1392.1— 
Psychological Assistants 

Status: Initial Review Phase. This phase includes 
reviews by the Department of Consumer Afairs 
and the Business, Consumer Services and Housing 
Agency before a formal Notice of Public Hearing with 
the Ofce of Administrative Law. 

This regulatory package does the following: 

Conforms the California Code of Regulations to 
statutory changes made in SB 1193 (Hill) (Chapter 
484, Statutes of 2016), which requires psychological 
assistants to obtain a single registration with the 
Board of Psychology, to be renewed annually. 
This registration will be independent from their 
supervisor(s) or employer(s), but does not remove 
the requirement that psychological assistants 
practice only under supervision. Additionally, the 
proposed regulatory language is to avoid duplication 
as to who pays the psychological assistant 
registration fee, as this is already specifed in statute. 

2. Title 16, CCR Section 1396.8—Standards of 
Practice for Telehealth 

Status: Initial Review Phase. This phase includes 
reviews by the Department of Consumer Afairs 
and the Business, Consumer Services and Housing 
Agency before a formal Notice of Public Hearing with 
the Ofce of Administrative Law. 

This regulatory package does the following: 

Establishes standards of practice for telehealth by 
licensed California psychologists and psychology 
trainees to an originating site in this state, to a 
patient or client who is a resident of California who 
is temporarily located outside of this state, and to 
clients or patients who initiate psychological health 
care services while in this state, but who may not 
be a resident of this state to improve access to 
psychological care for underserved populations 
and to support clients or patients between regularly 

scheduled ofce visits or while they are temporarily 
located outside of this state. 

3. Title 16 CCR Sections 1381.9, 1397.60, 1397.61, 
1397.62, 1397.67—Continuing Professional 
Development 

Status: Initial Review Phase. This phase includes 
reviews by the Department of Consumer Afairs 
and the Business, Consumer Services and Housing 
Agency before the formal Notice of Public Hearing 
with the Ofce of Administrative Law. 

This regulatory package does the following: 

Changes the continuing education guidelines and 
requirements that must be completed by licensed 
psychologists from the continuing education model 
to the broader continuing professional development 
model. 

4. Title 16 CCR Sections 1381.9, 1381.10, 1392— 
Retired License, Renewal of Expired License, 
Psychologist Fees 

Status: Initial Review Phase. This phase includes 
reviews by the Department of Consumer Afairs 
and the Business, Consumer Services and Housing 
Agency before the formal Notice of Public Hearing 
with the Ofce of Administrative Law. 

This regulatory package does the following: 

Adopts section 1381.10 in Division 13.1 in the Board’s 
regulations, to be titled “Retired Status.” This 
proposal would allow a licensee to apply to have 
their license placed in a retired status. 

5. Title 16 CCR Sections 1394, 1395, 1395.1, 1392— 
Substantial Relationship Criteria, Rehabilitation 
Criteria for Denials and Reinstatements, 
Rehabilitation Criteria for Suspensions and 
Revocations 

Status: Preparing Final Documentation. This phase 
includes preparation of the Final Statement of Reasons 
and Updated Informative Digest before resubmission 
to the Department of Consumer Afairs, the Business, 
Consumer Services and Housing Agency, and the 
Department of Finance before being fled with the 
Ofce of Administrative Law for fnal review. 

(continued on page 10) 
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(continued from page 21) 

This regulatory package does the following: 

Brings the Board into compliance with the upcoming 
changes to the law and, to the extent possible, 
maintains adequate consumer protections by 
ensuring licensees are ft to practice independently 
with potentially vulnerable consumer populations. 

Legislative Update 
For up to date bill status information, visit the 
Board’s website at www.psychology.ca.gov/laws_ 
regs/legislation.shtml. 

SPONSORED LEGISLATION 

SB 275 (Pan) Psychologist: prohibition against 
sexual behavior 

This bill would add sexual behavior with a 
client (patient or client) or former client to the 
violations that would require an administrative law 
judge’s proposed decision to include an order of 
revocation. SB 275 would defne sexual behavior 
as “inappropriate contact or communication of a 
sexual nature for the purpose of sexual arousal, 
gratifcation, exploitation, or abuse. ‘Sexual behavior’ 
does not include the provision of appropriate 
therapeutic interventions relating to sexual issues.” 

Board position: Sponsor 

LEGISLATION WITH ACTIVE POSITIONS 

1. AB 1145 (Garcia, Christina)—Child abuse: 
reportable conduct 

For the purposes of the Child Abuse Neglect 
Reporting Act, this bill revises the defnition of sexual 
assault to no longer include any acts under Penal 
Code sections 286 (sodomy), 287, former section 
288a (oral copulation), and section 289 (sexual 
penetration), if committed voluntarily and if there 
are no indicators of abuse, unless the conduct is 
between a person 21 years of age or older and a 
minor who is under 16 years of age.  

Board Position: Support 

2. SB 53 (Wilk)—Open meetings 

This bill modifes the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting 
Act to require two-member advisory committees of a 
“state body” to hold open, public meetings if at least 
one member of the advisory committee is a member 
of the larger state body, and the advisory committee 
is supported, in whole or in part, by funds provided 
by the state body. 

Board Position: Oppose 

3. SB 66 (Atkins)—Medi-Cal: federally qualifed 
health center and rural health clinic services 

This bill would allow Medi-Cal reimbursement for a 
patient receiving both medical and mental health 
services at a federally qualifed health center or rural 
health clinic on the same day. 

Board Position: Support 
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